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FOREWORD

This book is more than a collection of hames, dates, and places—it is a tribute to
the enduring legacy of Andrew Shiner and the generations that followed. What
began as a spark of curiosity grown into a journey of discovery. Through careful
research and family collaboration, we've pieced together the branches of a
remarkable lineage.

You'll find dates, places, and connections here, but what I hope you'll also feel is
the heartbeat of our shared story. And that story isn’t finished. If you have a
memory, a photo, or even a quirky anecdote—like the cousin who loved fishing
but hated the taste of fish—I'd love to hear it. These little gems are what make
our history come alive.

Let this book be a foundation, not a finish line. Together, we can preserve not
just the facts of our ancestry, but the spirit of the people who shaped it.

Susan Kay (Paden) Larson [1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1], fifth Timothy Michael Shiner [1.1.7.5.4.2.2.6], fifth
great granddaughter of Andrew Shiner great grandson of Andrew Shiner
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Shiner Lineage Anthology - Wilden Leroy Shiner

INTRODUCTION

The following pages document the life of Wilden Leroy Shiner, a third-great
grandson to Andrew Shiner. This book is primarily grouped into his early life, his
World War II career and his post-war life.
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WILDEN LEROY SHINER

- 18 -



Family of Wilden Shiner

1.1.7.5.4 - SPENCER HARVEY SHINER
1884 - 1944

Spencer Harvey Shiner was born on Sunday, January 13th, 1884, in Sugarloaf,
Luzerne, Pennsylvania. He was the son of John Wesley Shiner (1.1.7.5) and
Catherine Mary Johnson.

Spencer died in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania on December 3™, 1944, at the
age of 60. He was buried at Roselawn Cemetery in Berwick, Columbia,
Pennsylvania.

At the age of 27, Spencer Harvey married Blanche Amanda Miller on Saturday,
December 23, 1911, in Nescopeck, Luzerne, when she was 21 years old. They
had three children.

Blanche Amanda was born in Wapwallopen, Luzerne, Pennsylvania on Friday,
February 14", 1890. She was the daughter of John Hiram Miller and Polly
Elizabeth Andreas. She was christened on March 12t, 1891. Blanche Amanda
reached 84 years of age and died in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania on
January 4th, 1975. She was buried at Roselawn Cemetery in Berwick, Columbia,
Pennsylvania.

Spencer and Blanche Shiner
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Family of Spencer Shiner and Blanche Miller

Justus Catharine Thomas Mary Samuel Elizabeth Philip Mary
Shiner Klase Johnson Jr. Roup Miller Harter Andreas Bittenbender
1815-185% 1g18-1881 1820-1853 1825-1203 1811-1873 1817-1203 1841-1%25 1840-1210

John Catherine John Polly
Shiner Johnson Miller Andreas
1851-1524 1855-1548 1856-1522 1863-1561

Spencer Blanche
Shiner Miller
18B4-1544 1850-1575

Marriage: 1511
T

Mildred Wilden Donald
Shiner Shiner Shiner
1%13-2010 1515-1%56& 1523-1588

Children of Spencer Harvey Shiner and Blanche Amanda Miller:

+ 1.1 f 1. Mildred Mae Shiner was born in Nescopeck
on November 21%t, 1913. She died in Berwick,
Columbia, on June 30%, 2010, at the age of 96.

A
Mildred
+ 1.2 m 2. Wilden Leroy Shiner was born in Nescopeck
on August 22", 1915, He died in Wilkes-Barre,
Luzerne, Pennsylvania on May 18, 1996, at
the age of 80.

+ 1.3 m 3. Donald Spencer Shiner was born in
Nescopeck on January 16, 1923, He died in
Nescopeck on August 28%, 1988, at the age of
65.

NN

Donald
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Family of Wilden Shiner

Spencer and Blanche with their children — Donald (left), Mildred (center) and Wilden (right)
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Andrew Shiner Anthology - Life of Wilden Shiner

Spencer and Blanche Shiner on their wedding day (1911)
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Family of Wilden Shiner

1.1.7.5.4.2 - WILDEN LEROY SHINER
1915-1996

Wilden Leroy Shiner was born in Nescopeck on August 22", 1915. He was
christened on April 16th, 1916. Wilden Leroy was confirmed on March 29t, 1931.
He graduated from Nescopeck High School on June 7t, 1933. Wilden graduated
from the United States Naval Academy in Maryland on June 234, 1944,

Wilden served in the military on May 12, 1945. Wilden died in Nescopeck,
Luzerne, Pennsylvania on May 18t", 1996, at the age of 80. He was buried at
Mount Zion Cemetery in Nescopeck on May 23, 1996.

On November 25, 1937, Wilden married Catherine Daisy Yeager.

Catherine was born June 3™, 1917 in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania. She
was the daughter of Moses Victor Yeager and Mary Irene Kishbaugh. She died
on December 28%, 1991 in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania. Catherine was
buried at Mount Zion Cemetery in Nescopeck.

Wilden and Catherine Shiner
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Family of Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager

Spencer
Shiner

Mary

Kishbaugh

1EEA-1544 1E55-1918

Wilden Catherine
Shiner Yeager
1915-1%36 1917-1%51

Mamiage: 1937
Leah Weems Stillbarn
Shiner Shiner Shiner
1935~ 1245 1346-1245

Children of Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager:

+ 1.2.1 f 1. Leah Gail Shiner was born in Pennsylvania on
September 23, 1938.

+ 1.2.2 m 2. Weems Wilden Shiner was born in
Pennsylvania on November 13t, 1946.

Weems and Leah Shiner
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Family of Wilden Shiner

1.1.7.5.4.2.1 - LEAH GAIL SHINER
1938-

Leah Gail Shiner was born on Friday, September 23, 1938, in Pennsylvania,
USA. She is the daughter of Wilden Leroy Shiner (1.1.7.5.4.2) and Catherine
Daisy Yeager.

Leah Gail graduated in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania, in 1956.
Leah Gail married Kenneth Harry “"Kenny” Paden in 1958 in Nescopeck. They
have three children.

Kenneth Harry was born on Wednesday, April 22", 1936. He is the son of Floyd
Wilmer Paden and Edna Mary Slusser.

He graduated in Nescopeck in 1954.

Kenny and Leah have three children:

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1 Susan Kay Paden (1960 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2 Brian Lee Paden (1963 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.1.3 Kevin Lee Paden (1969 - )

Leah Shiner Leah Shiner (1954)
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Family of Kenneth Paden and Leah Shiner

Wilden Catherine

Shiner Yeager
1915-1996 1917-1991

Edna

Slusser
1911-2012

Kenneth

Paden
1936-

Marrizge: 1958

Susan Brian Kevin
Paden Paden Paden
1960- 1963- 1969-

Children of Leah Shiner and Kenneth Paden:

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1 f 1. Susan Key Paden

Susan Paden was born October 6", 1960 in Pennsylvania.

Susan married Wayne Keith Larson in 1984. This marriage ended in divorce
on July 26t", 2001.

Wayne Larson was born March 9%, 1961.
Wayne and Susan have two daughters:

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1.1 Tracy Alison Larson (1985 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1.2 Sandy Rae Larson (1987 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2 m 2. Brian Lee Paden

Brian Paden was born March 20", 1963 in Pennsylvania.

Brian has two known marriages. Brian first married Sun Wi Yi on December
29, 1983. This marriage ended in divorce on October 3™, 2000.

Sun Yi was born in South Korea on January 10, 1961.

Brian and Sun Yi have two daughters:
1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2.1 Cynthia Ann Paden (1984 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2.2 Sherry Lynn Paden (1990 - )

Brian second married Deborah Ann Traversie on November 28", 2000. No
children were born in this marriage.
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Family of Wilden Shiner

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.3 m 3. Kevin Lee Paden

Kevin Paden was born November 23 1969 in Pennsylvania.

Kevin married Susan Houck. This marriage ended in divorce with no children
born to this marriage.
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Family of Wilden Shiner

1.1.7.5.4.2.2 - WEEMS WILDEN SHINER
1946 -

Weems Wilden Shiner was born on Wednesday, November 13, 1946, in
Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania, USA. He is the son of Wilden Leroy
Shiner (1.1.7.5.4.2) and Catherine Daisy Yeager.

Weems has three known marriages. Weems, at the age of 18, first married
Ramona M Stanley on October 16t", 1965. They filed for divorce in December
1968 and the divorce was granted in March 1969.

Ramona is the daughter of James Stanely and Eva Jean Knecht. She was born
on July 18, 1948. Following her marriage to Weems she married Clem Ritter.

Weems and Ramona have two children:
1.1.7.5.4.2.2.1 Anthony Lee Shiner (1966 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.2.2 Kimberly Ann Shiner (1967 -)

At the age of 23, Weems married Sharon Lea Yohey on Saturday, June 27t,
1970, in Orangeville, Columbia, Pennsylvania, when she was 23 years old. A
divorce was granted to this marriage in June 1982. They had three children.

Sharon Lea was born on Tuesday, November 12t, 1946. She is the daughter of
Arther Allen Yohey and Patricia S Holter.

Weems and Sharon have three children:

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.3 Eric Allen Shiner (1970 - )
1.1.7.5.4.2.2.4 Tracey Dawn Shiner (1972 - 2020)
1.1.7.5.4.2.2.5 Jason Weems Shiner (1974 - )

At the age of 36, Weems married Julie Ann Lapp on Saturday, October 8t",
1983, in Hershey, Dauphin, Pennsylvania, when she was 25 years old. They had
one son.

Julie Ann was born in Lancaster, Lancaster, on Tuesday, June 3, 1958. She
was the daughter of George Roland Lapp Sr and Theora A Sager. She graduated
from Elizabethtown High School on June 4%, 1976. Julie met Susan Paden
(1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1) while working at McDonald’s fast food restaurant. This led to
Julie moving in with Susan and her parents, Kenny and Leah (Shiner) Paden.
When Weems was visiting Kenny and Leah with his girlfriend and a mutual friend
there was contention between Weems and his girlfriend during the trip. Weems
wanting to go golfing and his girlfriend not led to the climax of a fight that
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resulted in the girlfriend and mutual friend leaving and Weems taking Julie
golfing instead, starting the relationship between Julie and Weems.

Julie reached 64 years of age and died from pancreatic cancer at Geisinger
Medical Center in Danville, Montour, Pennsylvania on April 23, 2024. She was
buried at Mount Zion Cemetery in Briggsville, Nescopeck Township, Luzerne,
Pennsylvania on May 2", 2024.

Weems and Julie have one son:
1.1.7.5.4.2.2.6 Timothy Michael Shiner (1984 - )

Weems Shiner Weems Shiner
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Family of Wilden Shiner

Weems Shiner, with his '67 Mach 1 Mustang

Weems and Julie’s wedding (October 8%, 1983)
with Julie’s parents Roland and Theora (left) and Weems’ parents Wilden and Catherine (right)
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Legal Records of Wilden Shiner
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LEGAL RECORDS
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Early Life of Wilden Shiner

Document Index

The following provides a list of the documents of legal record related to Wilden

Shiner.

US Federal Census Records

Year Document Type Location Page
1920  US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 37
1930  US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 38
1940  US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 39
1950 US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 40
1960  US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government
1970 | US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government
1980  US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government
1990 | US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government

Taxes, Deeds and Newspaper Clippings

None currently.
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Census Records

A US Federal Census of the population of the United States has been taken
every ten years by the federal government since 1790. Census records are
restricted (not released to the public) for seventy-two years after the census is
taken in order to protect the privacy of the individuals surveyed.

The Septennial Census was conducted every seven years from 1779 to 1863,
enumerating taxpayers for the purpose of determining representation in the
General Assembly. Only about 11% of the original records have survived and the
only information provided in most of the surviving returns is the name of the
taxpayer, though occasionally the occupation is also given. The style and details
of enumeration varies for the different counties and in different periods of time.
All counties have lists of "Taxable inhabitants" and "freemen", while others also
include "inmates". Commencing in 1800, the age, name, gender and place of
residence of each slave is also frequently given and occasionally the name of the
slave's owner. Last names of slaves are usually not given because changes in
ownership would have altered these over time.
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1920 US Federal Census

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania
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Spencer Shiner owns a house at 205 Second Street. Living with him is his wife,
Blanche, his children, Mildred and Wilden, and his parents, John Wesley and
Catherine Mary Johnson. Spencer’s occupation is noted mechanic.
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1930 US Federal

Census

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania
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Spencer Shiner owns a house at 425 W Fifth Street, works on cars, living with
his wife Blanche, his children Mildred, Wilden and Donald and his mother
Catherine Johnson.
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Early Life of Wilden Shiner

1940 US Federal Census
Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania
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Wilden Shiner is renting a house at 514 Second Street. Living with him is his
wife, Catharine, and his daughter, Leah.
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1950 US Federal Census

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania
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"THE QUESTIONS BELOW ARE FOR PERSONS LISTED ON SAMPLE LINES I~ O :

Wilden Shiner is living with his wife, Catharine, and his children, Leah and
Weems. He is an attendant at a hospital for his occupation. Note that Polly
(Yeager) Herring, Catharine’s aunt, is living in the house next to them.

19 w |k 3¢
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EARLY LIFE OF WILDEN
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- Tﬁﬂj‘_ﬁ"’ -
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Bureau of Vital Statistics
CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH

Y o N LV A { .. 136590

.................................... -

No..... . St Primary Registration District No. %ébz_’ R.ﬂl.’:'.—c‘ Noyg—\‘
' o= Wl Ledon Shiwee

FULL NAME OF CHILD
) g | 227 1o
Child m7}’« | SR e (Dny) ey

:ﬂ'n'al's % F?(;ER > MATGEN OIS
%z‘wa 7 ,J&b‘.‘/l . NAME /‘M )%oZZ(/L/
RESIDENCE { f = nssmzu% ; (/ S
J}
S /4 S
e e e L e A T
‘ears,

Twin, Number
Teiglet, }-nd; inorder \_
(To be answered only in event of plural births)

(Years)
R LACE Bl LACE
BIRTHPLAC 1728 - RTHPLAC f %
OCCUPATION Z ¢ ; OCCUPATION m
Number of child of this mother, including present birth 3 ....... Number of child: of this her, now living, including p t birth =S
CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OR MIDWIFE*
1 hereby certify that I attended the birth of this child, who was M“‘/l =22t 174 \5—‘. .g...-’;e.‘...:’?.iﬂ.m
on the date above stated. ~~ (Born alive 3
*When there was no uuendmg ph;sxcmn or N /4%\
midwife, then the father, h s ,ete. (Sign . A J. Cooreecd

make this return. A stillborn chlld is one that
neithier breathes nor shows other evidence of
life after birth. (Physician or—Midwifs)

Given name added from a supplemental report

............ '19

o m@yﬁf ..... ,xo/d'ﬁ%f(ﬂb

Wilden’s birth certificate
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35"" 590-15,
)?;sfﬁ}y

< iw

Wilden’s birth certificate
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Wilden’s certificate of confirmation (August 25", 1915)
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Wilden’s certificate of baptism (April 18%, 1916)
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Mildred and Wilden Shiner
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Wilden and Mildred Shiner with their mother, Blanche (Miller) Shiner
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Wilden’s certificate of promotion from elementary school into high school

Wilden Shiner Mildred Shiner (left) and Wilden Shiner (right),

unknown children between
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Donald and Wilden Shiner Esther, Mildred, Kenneth and Wilden Shiner (cousins)
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Wilden Shiner

Donald and Wilden Shiner

Wilden and Mildred Shiner
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Nescopeck High School Class picture,
Wilden is first row, second from left (dark sweater)

Wilden Shiner (1930)
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Nescopeck High School Class picture,
Wilden is third row (first standing row), fifth from right (suspenders)
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Wilden’s high school diploma (above) and high school graduation pictures (below)
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Wilden’s teaching certificate from the Lutheran Church
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CATHERINE YEAGER
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CATHERINE DAISY YEAGER

1917 - 1991

Catherine was born June 3™, 1917 in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania.

She

was the daughter of Moses Victor Yeager and Mary Irene Kishbaugh. She died

on December 28, 1991 in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania.

buried at Mount Zion Cemetery in Nescopeck.

Catherine Daisy Yeager

197 - 199

i Michael Yeager
1836 - 1941

Moses Victor Yeager
1898 - 1979

n Wilden Leroy Shiner

Lydia Alice Miller

1R 1860- 1939

| Elmer Walter Kishbaugh
£ 1873 - 1944

i

- Mary Irene Kishbaugh
1899 - 1918
[

S Daisy 5 Slusser
A 1881 - 1965

Catherine was

| Lewis Yeager

| Rebecca Henninger

| Samuel Miller

| Flizabeth Harter

| Freeman Kishbaugh

| Mary Ann Whitenight

| George Washington Slusser

| Elizabeth P Welsh
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Catherine (child) with her parents, Mary and Moses Yeager (1917)
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Form V. S. No. 11—-100M-1-16-15.

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Bureau of Vital Statistics
CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH

WK O
LJUG Y
District No. é’ !6\/ File No....___

Twin Number O
Sex of Triplét, C— }and {In order __— Legiti=
Child 7 <<« a& or other? of birth mate?
(To be answered only In_event of plural births)

FULL FATHER FULL THER ~
NAME MAIDEN '&
Hestiee . NAME | Aaesy : /ﬁaﬁ:‘goé ;

RESIDENCE < /&‘U 3_’ &2’ R%SI?ENCE g {“. KAQ: =,

COLOR " z AGE AT LAST /¥ COLOR AGE AT LAST -
/ e LA A 7 BIRTHDAY .?
—— (Teara) 8 & (Years)
BIRTHPLACE BIRTHPLACE
o 7~
OCCUPATION i ! OCCUPATION h: a
Number of child of this mother, including present birth / ....... Number of children, of this mother, now living, including present birth /

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OR IDWIFE;

1 hereby certify that I attended the birth of this child, who was . 3 :
on the date above stated. (B ? ,R
*When there was no attending phyucan ?: (STgnature) / ./' 2 - - PP —_- o Ch =

midwife, then the father, h Holderetcnasnould s IS T s LD mermntetves s s giass ey fontas st = apmmieoylanseancremssss
make this return. A stillborn child is one that

neither breathes nor shows other evidence of |
life after birth, (Physician or-Midwife)

Given name added fromlnupplamen:;l report i %& o @ﬁ r /C: @ :

Filed, .7@#%4 ?’/ LYV }%771"74‘944

Registrar

Registrar

Catherine’s birth certificate
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Catherine Daisy Yeager
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Marriage of Wilden and Catherine

Wilden and Catherine Shiner on their wedding day (November 25, 1937)
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~ MARRIAGE LICENSE
APPLICATIONS

Albert Whitcavage Wilkes-Barre
Valeria Bernesky Wilkes-Barre
Sigmond Koslosky Plains
Alexandria Merowskl Miners Mills , -
Harold A. Kreller Plymouth ‘ ol ‘
Marie A. Mailander Wilkes-Barre Ml"_ Catherine Yeager is Bride
Angelo Vigo Forty Fort '
lla%la Diatgnantl Wilkes-Barre of Wﬂ‘ll Shlner, of Neseo-
William Morgan Ashle : ;
Rita Brennag Wllkes-Barr’é peck, in hﬂy Thanhliﬂnt
William Niemeyer Dallas
Dorothy Verfaillie Dallas Moﬂmu Ceremony
e M B |

i no i Rev. M nders, past
John A. Marcinkowski Larksville YTV e %’g iders, pastor of the
Leokedia Sepkowski Plymouth Nescopeck éfan Parish read the

John Cherneski, Jr.

Dorrance Corners
Dorrance Corners

 WEDDING SCENE

matriage service of the Lutheran
church on Thanksgiving morning at

Sylvia Mancicchi S
Joseph Elko Larksville 6:30 o'clock in the St. James Luther-
Helen Crzynkowskl Kingston an church, Zenith, when Wilden
Sam Dominick , Pittston Shiner and Miss Catherine Yeager, of
Mary Galanti Pittston Nescopeck were united in mm]‘ge,
Ralph D. Pritchard Edwardsville The couple was unattended, Members
Elizabeth M. Schults Kingston of the familles and close friends wit-
Joseph P, Dalton- Topton nessed the ceremony.
Rachel O. Althouse Topton Mr. Shiner is employed at thé A. C.
Leo Jacubowski Nanticoke and F. Company, Berwick, He ig the
Margaret Ottensman Nanticoke gon of Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Shiner
Thomas A. O'Connell Larksville West Fifth street, Nescopeck Miss
Victoria A. Suwalski Larkasville Yeager is the daughter of Monl;s Yea-
Wilden Shiner Nescopeck ger, of Nescopeck. They will reside
Catherine Yeager Nescopeck on Second street, Nescopeck.
Marriage license granted for Wilden Shiner and Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager wed, Berwick
Catherine Yeager, The Time Leaders (Bloomsburg, Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania), Friday,
Pennsylvania), Tuesday, November 16t", 1937, November 26", 1937, page 13

page 27
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axuom:.no-l'mmvm
CouNwy oF Luzaxwz, }"" O?o SyB4c
We, the undersi # With the stataments herei the facts set
md&um'gn“munmﬁwumm«m “h:ﬁ ooy e ein e and

dohmbybth ieation
utheﬂorkdtheomhn'&cno!hmc«nv.hm fo;ahmnb .

. ‘:/1, M < S
XY .«3_ ..%..&t&c.-r:"_
Foll nama and ﬂn:z dzﬁ_- :%/I’Z&{/ e
Occapstion o7 e — A -
Residecce . _of 225 247, zj{.% /Z,’z“ r-;&-e.-/;c&- Ao
Previous marrisge or marrfagea S, —
of former wife or wives_. A .-:.._7'.21'15"3..%,.... L e b il i diomins
Ta the applicant relatsd by biood or marriage to the person weom hdmhmmy? ’:5&» il dotaa s
Is the zpplicant allictnd with say transmiseible divease? .= 2 . e
Nmaaudﬂmdl‘alhﬂ /:e-n-g,:.z/..._ R _duo!hcr..si?’ M

g o e L Maldec z?»z Hother . f%{ /z-- -
Roe:derfe of Ftber s .4-1- fone A .. .:: = u-y&-f-: o, B
oo ot Nulber o ectgacSilthen of Mother. S ss:sv/ el ..
Ocenpwiion of Father. ____ A U e e e e o YoBhe. A Brttomttogis ocadn
Bicthplace of Fathar..... 7w ey .. ... of Molher_____ e a4

T3 apolicant an imhecile, epllepsie, of nueard mird or under guuemubp 2 o ponon of unmoued mind or nrdor Cbo

*nnmvdwmumemu Hauor or tareetic drupy._. ot ——————— s s ke
Mas applicant, within fva years, been ag inmate of Any counly Raylum or hame lat- lndngm
e T e e e T3 SppUCAEL physically mwmmn% Wt 7 20

Signators of applicant %zf {%Zii/

Statement of Femalo;
Fuil nawe acd surname.s- é&ti/ Ll el % ........ e COlOE e et o s XS
Occpalion . é2-poave, ..,Z.‘; s acing M‘é -c..voysq '7‘/(-
Residonce ... -0~ 22 g e r——,/“n- — 2 ——— AL moFm T Fears,
Frevioua carriage or marrikges . N o V. S cemet b et commee s aiene ..Dsﬁe-:'dnth ord'vom
of fevwar Waibed or hosherds — T . i — ot ey e
Ts the applicart reizted by bleed or ma Dernon whom she desiras lomsny?.?.‘.‘v.-... — et eeee hame i
13 the 2pplisant ailisteg wivh any transmissible dicenss ¥, “Agomn. s SESETR
Nzwies aned sucname o? Falhor 7, W = lbm:-{.' ﬂ-'t- res %
Mather 7 L0 fd 7’-@—_ - 2,
Rns‘dmo ul h&‘m Rl - % of .toe\u-.. zn..,..-c.
Colar of Father. Z o = * eeers eee . of Mother . \.."f’-‘f FEEC s e )
Docunation ot l";thcr_. ....... . j £ =T s OF Mother. s e e e . 2
Divthplans of Fasy === 9

<. 7 A = of Mether. . .....’/,w-g.-m;(ff.-n :/I-:%,g—
Is opplicens sa m.rxla epileplic)of unaoyn J:a:l ar cnder Suaedisnghip gz 2 Derion of unsound mind Or nnder the
rﬁmdwkh«wmg liquor or narookia d'uz‘ — S St e
of ;ppl'cnc C-(«Zﬁuw ‘Z{ Mf-.-.l
X rﬂ’.., —a A D 1987
-I:.*-)o-..:.‘./.&\’ Areg :
oot v G-'-o; Ounweoon.
it o s e e L

PLT R, 2 7y o Ant Clask of Orshamy Court,
avriazs Licspss -..—-... e o et e St iataaag e okl
Married... J“'Z EEx 15 — J.‘.{oy..»fw{&.: B Cnelina Meaonsin .J_‘:?J-\
cmoggs_,;wworum\mww L CONSENT TO THE MARRIAGE or.cnﬁz?

‘ .../f o ol - l-,'u- s ...ms:d:u T e .
do‘-enbr eu'ﬂrr Alhmth.i‘j{/ﬂls- SO S f.z z""—( ==Y ok ::" ", -
resificg ... 7L G vy = . mhm P

e ey of
That I have lmp )nl-:dad urr-ur- wy.. A St Jcé-& e -
) .._,//..{a. R zl—f.z

”m_/ A 7 T '
R S e P CRRUDAY J |
/’/{— :m :. ! lg

—— )8
T VKA S 0, Wil of Orprans Crurt,

CoMMONTRALTH 0F Prvvsyiyasas 7 - .

Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager’s marriage application
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Statement of Male: Y
Full name and Coloy. 2eetaeths
Occupation .2 - MpMW
Residence .. 2%~ 724 > dW s
Previous marriage or marriages Dahofduﬂnordivom

of former wife or wives

Is the applicant related by blood or marriage to tho person whom he desires to mnrry?.._’ze—
Is the applicant afflicted with any transmissible disease? . ~>tp. < =

Name and surname of WW o bt - . of Hoﬂnr_M_

; of _..W o .
Residence of Father. 7 A of M“J%W—— 7 A
Color of Father. of Mother. —

Occupation of Father. .. of Mother___

Birthplace of Father. e > B . Of Mother........ ZocCor st o
Is applicant an imbecile, epileptic, of unsound mind or under guardianship as a person of unsound mind or under the
influence of any intoxicating liquor or narcotic drug? bt

Has applicant, within five years, been an inmate of any county asylum or home for indigent persons?_2Zp—

e I8 applicant physically able to support a family?  iZCe—
Signature of applicmt—%m«‘__
-2 v .

Wilden and Catherine’s marriage application (Wilden’s details, zoomed and straightened)

Statement of Female: ¥

Full name and wmam&mm%w Col

Occupation .. #3244, Eopdep Birthp A

Residence -..-.&&:WA S B Age. e __years.

Previous marriage or 23 pnA Date of death or divorce
of former husband or husbands. T A,

Is the applicant related by blood or marriage to the person whom she desires to marry? 4 %g~ 12l
Is the applicant aflicted with any transmissible disease? ~— ‘Zto

Name and surname of F: ltheril%:!:ﬁ_‘-_s_.

b aiden name
Residcneo of Father. 7

Color of Father. ... ...
Occupation of Father_ - - . »

Birthplace of Father. T A of nmw
Is applicant an imbecile, epileptlc.‘-o( unsou mind or lmder gza:pdim:hip as a pe of unsound mind or under the

influence of any intoxicating liquor or narcotic drug?...

Sworn and subscribed before me this ./ —2-ZAdav of ~ AZ-r—2'

Wilden and Catherine’s marriage application (Catherine’s details, zoomed and straightened)
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Saint James Luteran Church
1488 Zenith Road, Nescopeck, Pennsylvania
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Wilden and Catherine’s marriage certificate
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Wilden and Catherine’s house in Zenith, Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania (front view)

This house was built by Samuel [1811-1873] and Elizabeth (Harter) [1817-1905] Miller in an unknown year.
Samuel and Elizabeth were the parents of John Hiram Miller [1856-1922] and Lydia Alice Miller [1860-1939],
who were both born in this house. John Miller is the father of Blanche (Miller) Shiner, Wilden’s mother.
Lydia Miller married Micheal Yeager, and it is believed that Michael and Lydia sold the house to Spencer and
Blanche Shiner for Wilden.
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Catherine at the "out house” (outside bathroom)
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Wilden Shiner

Wilden Shiner
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Spencer Shiner (left), Wilden Shiner (right),
Catherine Johnson (sitting, Spencer’s mother), Leah Shiner (child)
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Wilden and Catherine (Yeager) Shiner with their daughter, Leah shiner
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Wilden and Catherine (Yeager) Shiner (1942)
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WORILD WAR 11
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World War I

Overview and History

World War II erupted in 1939 as rising dictatorships in Europe and Asia pursued
expansion through force, drawing nations into a conflict that quickly spanned the
globe. For years the United States remained officially neutral, though it supported
Allied nations through aid and growing military preparation. That changed after
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, when the U.S. entered
the war fully.

Wilden was drafted in February of 1944, and reported for duty in Hazleton,
Luzerne, Pennsylvania on March 8%, 1944. In October of 1944 he had completed
basic training and a study at the hospital corps school. On May 11th, 1945 he
boarded the U.S. Navy Ship USS Benevolence, a new ship to the Navy’s fleet.
Wilden served on this ship until December 12th, 1945, and then exited the U.S.
Navy on December 24t", 1945 in Bainbridge, Cecil, Maryland.

= /L2 1 25%
SERIAL NUMBER 1. NAME (Print) ORDER NUMBER
DA
9 _____________ lN LJ Y))—le ___________ e J’) ine &0
5
(First) (Vhddle)

2. ApprEess (Print)

,QT(__‘L-_Z_:T____§_§i_<_:_o_ncl___st ......... De sc.og.e._c.l{.-..l.\wd LIDE.. p« .

(Number and street or R. F. D. number) (County
3. TELEPHONE 4. AGE IN YEARS 5. PLACE OF BIRTH 6. COUNTRY OF
i 7) CITIZENSHIP
< cscopeck.
DATE OF BIRTH (Town or cpunty)
& 221987 Pa. (L. S48
(Exchanze) (Number) (Mo.) (Day) (Yr.) (State or country)
7. NAME OF PERSON WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS 8. Rz}&nxoxsm? OF THAT
ERSON
Cathey "} Shimner | Wi
—— Y o 5 [ o X =N l €. . 1 ne N T g S
., Mrs., (First) (\hddls) (Last)

9. -\Dmu-:ss OF Tuu PERSON

74 E.Second. 5+ ncisc.of)ec.l(----hu%arne ’Po...

(Number and street or R. F. D. number)
10. EMPLOYER'S NAME

dialidd o Cav - Foundye =

11 PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS

_____________________________________ Berwie K Gol L&mbaa,

(Number and street or R. F. D. number) (Town) (County)
I AFFIRM THAT 1 HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE. o
/4 d 6 /( L
REGISTRATION CARD @ - W
D.S.S.Form 1 16—17108 e e R L S e e LT T e
(over) (Registrant’s signature)

Wilden’s World War II draft registration card
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Many Nescopeck
Men Approved

For Army-Navy

Several Nescopeck Men
Bmong Highest In
Physical Ratings; 187
Fathers Are In Group

Nescopeck men showed up well
among the examination contingent
of Board No. 6 at Wilkes-Barre
yesterday with at least 10 from
that borough approved and with
six of them among the highest in

physical ratings of the entire
group.

Sheldon Hetler, Peter Shellham-
mer, Wildon Shiner, Daniel Fet-
terman and Marvin Schloyer were
approved for the Navy. Edwin Zei-
ser, Ralph “Bunky" Yohey, Paul
Parr, Jesse Douthat, Jr., and Frank
Aten were approved for the Army.
Aten had been approved for the
Navy until discovery was made
that part of his index finger was

missing.
Total Of 128 Pass

A total of 128 in the contingent
were approved for the armed
service with 84 {aken for the Ar-
my and 44 for the Navy. The con-
tingent was one of the largest ever
to be examined at Wilkes-Barre.

There were 187 fathers among
the group of 216 men examined. It

was reported at the draft office at|

West Hazleton that an exception-
ally large call is expected again

next month in the district.

leton ‘to report next Wednesday,

March 8, for induction into the I
: aré to be 34 men lnb

RS Eittingent, most-cF them fath-

terman, 320 Bl‘old utroct. “Nesco-
peck; Harold "
burg R. D. 3; We

‘Nescopeck R s 1 i santlno Caporx
alettl, 611 Eckard avenue, Berwick;
Evo John. Caporalett, Lee Road,
Mocanaqua; Frank Walter Lukas-
Frank S Novakowski, Lee Road,
118 East:
Richard Lewis Badalato, 1136 l‘reas
| avenue, Berwick; Delbert Roy Far-
| ver, Ridgewood street, Nescopeck;
Vernon -Yeich, Wapwallopen, The

Vernon Yeich, who recenuy moved.
to the Lutheran parsonage at
wullopen, is just past e

Mocanaqua; Ray Willard Schloyer, |.
ah-.-w'-wm Berwick;

latter, son of the Rev. and Mrs.'

ap- ’

——
e S s B el

dos dat i o8

umkl.alhlymut.uoeumqur:

ye;n 'of -age and is a- volunteer

f

(above) Twelve Men, The Morning Press

(Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), Wednesday, March

2m, 1944, page 5

(left) Nescopeck Men, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick,
Pennsylvania), Saturday, February 12%, 1944, pg 1
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Wilden Shiner at military camp (Victoria, Kansas; 1945),
Wilden’s barracks marked with an X in below picture
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The recently constructed wing addition to Hospital Corps-
men's Quarters has now been occupied for several weeks.
Composed of two dormitories on each deck,this ultra-modern
building accomodates two hundred and fifty additional men
of cur expanding staff.

Wilden’s dorm rooms marked with an X.
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In Medical Unit

Wilden I. Shiner, hospital ap-
prentice 2-c, of Nescopeck R,
D., is now statloned at St.
Alban’s Hospital, Long Island.
He has completed a course of
study at the hospital corps
school at Bainbridge, Md.

Medical Unit, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania),
Wednesday, October 117, 1944, page 5
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(above) Wilden’s certificate of graduation from the
US Navy Hospital Corps

(right) Wilden Shiner in US Navy Hospital Corps
uniform

IND-PF.ST-mt * 5

U. S. NAVY S
FIRST NAVAL DISTRICT /QQ &
Phpsical Fitness Program \\,’
This is to certify that

Shiner W L 922 33 20

ﬁasaurtusfullg completed the Navy Standard
F Stimming Test

AS NOTED ON REVERSE SIDE OF THIS CARD
o

TR TR

g
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The USS Benevolence docked at Pearl Harbor (July 1945). This is the US Navy ship that Wilden served on

during World War II. Below are cards that Wilden received while serving on this ship — the Golden Dragon

noting his crossing of the international date line and the rising sun noting the ship and himself present at
Tokyo Bay when Japan signed the surrender terms at the end of World War II.

ber 1945
S of the Allied
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Benevolence (AH-13)
1945-1950

(AH-13: displacement 15,400 (limiting); length 520'0"; beam 71'6"; draft 24'0"; speed 17.5
knots; complement 574; class Haven; type C4-S-B2)

Benevolence was given a name in keeping with the mission of hospital ships.

Marine Lion was laid down on 26 July 1943 at Chester, Pa., by the Sun Shipbuilding & Dry
Dock Co. under a Maritime Commission contract (M.C. Hull 744); renamed Benevolence and
designated a hospital ship AH-13 on 22 June 1944; launched on 10 July 1944; sponsored
by Mrs. Daisy Hunter; delivered to the Navy on 31 July 1944; converted to naval service at
Brooklyn, N.Y., by Todd Erie Basin Shipyard, Inc.; and commissioned on 12 May 1945, Capt.
Clyde C. Laws in command.

The hospital ship spent about a month taking on stores and conducting shakedown training
in Chesapeake Bay. On 17 June 1945, the ship passed between Capes Henry and Charles
into the Atlantic Ocean on her way to duty with the Pacific Fleet. She transited the Panama
Canal on 22 June and continued her voyage west to Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii. She
arrived at the Oahu naval base on 6 July and laid over there until the 17th when she sailed
for the Marshall Islands. On 25 July, Benevolence entered the lagoon at Eniwetok Atoll and
remained there through the end of hostilities, ministering to the sick and the wounded. On
16 August, Benevolence stood out of Eniwetok on her way to join Task Group (TG) 30.8,
the Third Fleet support group. For about two weeks, she operated in the area set aside for
hospital ships providing readily available medical support. On 29 August, the ship anchored
at the Yokosuka Naval Base on the island of Honshu in Japan. There, she ministered to many
of the liberated prisoners of war and civilian internees.

That and similar duty filled her days and nights until 27 November 1945 when, with about
1,000 passengers embarked, Benevolence began the voyage back to the United States. She
brought her precious human cargo safely into San Francisco, Calif., on 12 December. During
the following two months, the hospital ship made three round-trip voyages between San
Francisco and Pearl Harbor, transporting homeward-bound servicemen on the last leg of
their journey across the Pacific Ocean. She concluded her third Magic Carpet voyage at San
Francisco on 15 February 1946 and began a six week upkeep period.

On 1 April 1946, Benevolence was assigned to Service Division (ServDiv) 11, Service
Squadron (ServRon) 3, Pacific Fleet, and began preparations for duty with Joint Task Force
1, the task organization charged with prosecuting Operation Crossroads, the atomic bomb
tests at Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands. On 27 April, she stood out of San Francisco on
her way to the Marshalls. The hospital ship anchored in the lagoon at Kwajalein Atoll, the
staging area for the tests, on 9 May. Twelve days later, Benevolence moved on to the site
of the tests in company with the ships of TG 1.8. She remained in the vicinity of Bikini Atoll
through the duration of the tests providing medical support services. On 29 August, the
hospital ship departed the area for home. She arrived back in San Francisco on 8 September.

Benevolence remained at San Francisco for 19 days. On 27 September 1946, she headed
back to the Far East. Arriving in Tsingtao, China, on 14 October, she served as station
hospital ship there until 3 March 1947. Benevolence departed Tsingtao on 3 March and
arrived at Oakland, Calif., on the 18th. On 1 April 1947, she began inactivation overhaul at
the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard. The hospital ship was placed out of commission in reserve.
Assigned to the Pacific Reserve Fleet, she lay berthed at Mare Island, Calif., for almost three
years.

In the summer of 1950, the outbreak of hostilities in Korea prompted the recall of many
reserve ships to active service, and Benevolence returned to duty as a unit of the Military
Sea Transportation Service during the latter part of August 1950. However, on 25 August
1950, while returning to San Francisco from a trial run in a dense fog, Benevolence was
struck by the merchant ship Mary Luckenbach. The hospital ship sank within 20 minutes,
about four miles off the Golden Gate. Human losses totaled 18 dead and 13 unaccounted
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for, both civilian and naval personnel. Her name was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register
on 20 December 1950 after salvage attempts ended in failure.

Raymond A. Mann
7 February 2006

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/b/benevolence-i.html

Wilden Shiner
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Benevolence in Tokyo Bay: The USS Benevolence (AH-13)

The USS Benevolence was one of three hospital ships in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945.
The ship served as a haven and first stop in rehabilitation for thousands of Allied POWs.

The impressive 300-vessel display of Allied naval power in Tokyo Bay assembled for the
Japanese surrender aboard the USS Missouri on September 2, 1945 included three US
hospital ships. One was Army-operated—the USAHS Marigold and the others were the Navy
ships, USS Rescue and USS Benevolence.

The very end of the war saw a tactical shift in the deployment of hospital ships. Initially,
they were used as floating ambulances intended to “"scoop and sail,” to ferry the wounded
from the battlefront to a facility onshore. Later, as combat losses mounted and injuries
soared, they became active combat care units. Beginning with the invasion of Iwo Jima,
Halsey ordered early, forward use of hospital ships to treat and stage the wounded aboard.
Hospital ships used in this way, as operating theaters, allowed for a quicker return-to-duty
rate and higher retention of the fighting strength.

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, the US Navy had only two hospital ships in
service. Due to disagreements over availability and use of these vessels, the Army
established its own fleet of hospital ships for use in the Atlantic and Mediterranean. The
distances of the Pacific and the insufficient number of specially-outfitted craft remained a
problem in the early war years, but by October 1944, additional resources were made
available as hospital ships were transferred to the Pacific Fleet and others were newly-
commissioned.

The proximity of hospital ships to combat operations was tricky for several reasons. Under
the protections of the Geneva and Hague Conventions, hospital ships painted white and
marked with the Red Cross, were to be sheltered from enemy fire. As protected vessels, the
hospital ships were also under orders to remain lit at all times. So within a group of other
un-protected vessels, they could be subject to accidental hits—or they could draw fire to
nearby unprotected ships by their lights. One hospital ship, the USS Comfort was subject to
a kamikaze attack off Okinawa on April 28, 1945, killing 17 in the surgery unit. Even still,
the forward deployment of hospital ships during the latter campaigns of the war proved
successful.

s wavy mamavat St

US.S.BENEVOLENCE

The USS Benevolence. Picture provided by Martha Torisky Dempsey.
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By the end of the war, the US Navy operated 15 hospital ships. The USS Benevolence (AH-
13) was new to the “mercy fleet,” commissioned on May 12, 1945. Todd Shipyard in
Brooklyn converted the cargo ship SS Marine Lion into a fully outfitted and air-conditioned
floating hospital. She had a bed capacity of 802 patients with the ability to increase. The
crew consisted of 58 officers, 30 nurses, two Red Cross workers, 24 chief petty officers, 230
crew members, and 238 hospital corpsmen. The Benevolence and other Haven-class ships
featured increased numbers of hoists and ladders to take wounded aboard, ready rooms for
treating shock patients, and also laboratories. The air-conditioning throughout the hospital
and crew’s spaces was particularly revolutionary; they were the first Navy vessels to feature
this modern convenience. They also featured four operating rooms, a dental clinic,
physiotherapy and radiography rooms, and a neuropsychiatric unit. They contained lounges
and recreation facilities for the patients. Adding to the patients’ comforts was an in bed/berth
entertainment system, almost like that of modern airplanes, described as “ear phones or
pillow phones hooked into a five-channel entertainment broadcast system. A master
receiving set will provide long and short wave radio programs. Phonograph music will be
carried over the ship’s hookup.” The nurses’ quarters, referred to as “"nurse’s country,” was
a self-contained area with a separate mess. Each floating hospital also carried a packed and
crated field hospital, which could be established on shore. For this purpose, they also carried
a station wagon and ambulance, which had to be maintained during the voyage.

The Benevolence left Pearl Harbor on July 6, 1945 with Captain C.C. Laws as the
Commanding Officer and Capt. F.L. McDaniel, the Senior Medical Officer. They sailed to the
Pacific without an escort until Eniwvetok, where on July 26, they received their first patients.
When embarking patients, the Admitting Officer would make a quick diagnosis on deck and
assign the patient to one of the ship’s wards. On August 12, they left the Marshall Islands
to join the Third Fleet, with the aim of treating troops in the upcoming invasion of Japan.
When the atomic bombs were dropped, their mission changed. Instead of tending to
casualties, their primary focus was to evaluate and treat liberated prisoners of war, most of
whom had spent three long years in Japanese captivity.

On August 29, 1945, the Benevolence and two other hospital ships, the USS Rescue and
USS Tranquility, entered Tokyo Bay with the Third Fleet. The waters were still unsecured.
Mines had been cut loose from their chains by the Japanese and floated untethered in the
bay,; danger afloat. Even later, during the surrender ceremony, there were fears that the
event could be subject to kamikaze attack.

After only a few hours in Tokyo Bay, the hospital ships began to receive their patients. Rear
Admiral Arlene Duerk, one of the Navy'’s first female Admirals and Chief of the Navy Nurse
Corps from 1970-1972, was a nurse aboard the first voyage of the Benevolence. She
recalled processing patients for 36 hours straight. After their ship was full, they transferred
them to other ships. First stop aboard was a decontamination ward; the ambulatory patients
were instructed to strip naked and shower, they were then treated with disinfectants and
deloused and issued new uniforms. Some of the men who had been POWs for years were
reluctant to give up clothes they had just received from B-29 supply drops after having been
in captivity so long without sufficient clothing. Debriefing interviews by military intelligence
officers took place and the refeeding process began, accompanied by TLC (actually
prescribed in regulations.) Sgt. Ferdinand Spacal from Chicago, 20th Air Force POW, arrived
on the Benevolence on August 29. He reported in a letter, "That ship '‘Benevolence’ sure is
swell and up to date in all respects.” The Benevolence processed thousands of patients
including British Lt. General Arthur Percival and General Jonathan Wainwright as well as
several other Medal of Honor recipients including Admiral Richard O’Kane and Major “Pappy”
Boyington.
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Former POW Cpl. Leopold Anthony Mulikowski of Muskegon, Michigan on the USS
Benevolence, August 30, 1945. Mounted behind him is the “pillow phone” entertainment
system. Official US Navy Photograph.

Navy Nurse Dorothy Davis, from the USS Rescue, recalled treating the POWs, “It was an
interesting experience, though heartbreaking at times, to learn that the elderly-looking,
emaciated gentleman before you was a boy in his twenties...” A ship history from
the Benevolence notes of the arrival of the newly-liberated men, “Seeing, with our own
eyes, these victims of Japanese atrocities, their thin and emaciated bodies, but happy faces
(these people—the heroes of any war)—All of us, our thoughts, WHAT PRICE THIS GLORY?”

Former POW Alfred Sorenson with Navy Nurse Lt. Asplan on the USS Benevolence on
August 30,1945. Official US Navy Photograph.
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The patients and crew of the Benevolence were among the thousands who witnessed
General Douglas Macarthur declare his hopes for a better world in the 23-minute ceremony
on September 2nd. Navy Nurse Ethel Buler said that day aboard the Benevolence was one
of the highlights of her career. She recalled, "The Benevolence was docked to the port side
of the Missouri and we were able to see the ceremony with the aid of binoculars. Peace at
last!” Former POW and patient Sgt. Ferdinand Spacal later wrote a friend, "...I suppose you
listened to Japans [sic] surrender on Sept. 2...We all did from the '‘Benevolence’ while still
in Tokyo Bay and sure enjoyed it, too, that was indeed a great day!”

Navy nurses Martha Torisky (R) and Rita McMahon on the Benevolence in Tokyo Bay.
Picture provided by Martha Torisky Dempsey.

Although most of the other vessels departed in the days and weeks following, the
Benevolence stayed on in Tokyo Bay until November, serving as the hospital for the 3rd
and 7th Fleets in Yokohama. She returned home in December 1945 and witnessed another
legendary event in June 1946, Operation Crossroads at Bikini Atoll. On August 25, 1950,
preparing to support Korean War troops, the Benevolence collided with another vessel in
heavy fog near San Francisco, sinking with a loss of 23 individuals.

Kim Guise. "Benevolence in Tokyo Bay: The USS Benevolence (AH-13)"
Published September 2, 2020. Accessed March 20, 2026.
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/uss-benevolence-tokyo-bay.
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Wilden Shiner in Navy uniform in front of his house (Unknown year)
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(above) Wilden’s Honorable Discharge certificate from the U.S. Navy

(below) Wilden’s authorization for ribbons on his uniform

T

- hereby authorind to wear the lemg rzbbmt 3
by reason of service in the ﬁ@; . Navy dm'mg
l‘éud War II:
Asiatic-Paci fxc Theater - nl
and

American Theater -
Victory Medal - of World War I'I

I.F. Mower,Lt.Cmdr. ,USNR .Executive Officer
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7. DATE OF BEPARATION

EMPIL.OYMENT AND EDUCATIONAL DATA

Wilden’s Notice of Separation from the U.S. Navy
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World War I

1919 5 .
Form No. 1 M‘J COMMONWEALTH OF RENNSYLVANIA
WORLD WAR II VETERANS’ COMPENSATION BUREAU

APPLICATION FOR WORLD WAR II SOMPENSATION—TO BE

]
- 4_183'? ,-‘"( /

.USED BY HONORABLY

DISCHARGED VETERAN OB PERSON STILL IN SERVICE e J
IMPORTANT—Before Filling Out This Form Study it Carefully. * Applicant Must Not Write
In Space low

Read and Follow Instructions—Print Plamly in Ink or Use Typewriter. DO NOT

W Pencil—All Signatures Must Be in Ink.

Z(//,_-,/D EN

First

/ 1—Name of Applicant.

7%[7,/,4(5&

/ ?
2—Address to Whic CHECK and MAIL is to be Sent. B ok & M

he B

Middle or Initial /'

g
. House No. St. R. D. P. 0. Box

A\
Date and Place of Birth. i
Jg,,.,? 2295 Meseo opeek bozetne (5.
o h Day Year or Town County State

/‘—Name Under Which Applicant Served In World War IL

S/nne Y ilfen. &

First
Date of Beginning and Date of Ending of Each Period of Service Between December 7, 1941
" and March 2, 1946 (Both Dates_ Incluslve) During Whic Applicant Was In DOMESTIC

Dpreh. 8, 1944520 —‘7‘W
Do/ 2y, 19457

Date of Ending

Lgﬂ/y

" Middle or Initial

Date of Beginning 7

6—Date of Beginning and Date of Ending of Each Period of Service Between December 7, 1941
X and March 2, 1946 (Both Dates Inclusive) During Which Applicant Was In FOREIGN SERVICE.

/774/ L2, /74.45 [ Lee. (2, [7H4H5
7—Date and Place Applicant Entered Active Service.

" Date of Beginning ‘é/ ”
Aareh Bilroy 744

Date vol Ending

/%92/57"7 /Z

—WARTI 1856

Date Application Was Received

Batch Control Number

Days

Amount Due §$. .__‘__Q‘_}:_Q__

Active Foreign Service
$

{ S
Amount Due § . . . . B AL

Total Amt. Due . B ().

G/ ZA v,

Serv|
Comnuhd By

Days

Amounts
Extended By

Approved For Payment
Date _‘lAl"; 3 |QL“I

For A. G. . b \_l___.—_:-. el

For Aud.G. t®

7? ) / .
Application mmr od

For S. T

Month Year

By

d To Applicant

fﬂlu or Serial N
Service No?H

_ 7 7= 20 b -

!
‘¢

P2

/ 9—Date and Place Where A t Was ated From Active Service.

chc:ml;e/- JZ![—__/Z&f US. M isoqpe]

Caim 71r/¢¢

SZPﬂ/ﬂT 2n @‘777?7/
m=

Wz

10—Is Applicant Now Serving In Armed Forces On Active Duty? Fesm —— No
_If Answer is YES—Be Sure To Have c«\nnd. Md And Filed With Application—See Instruction Sheet.
11—Mark “X” Above Name To lﬂhﬂp %Mrznch of Service.
/ Male Fn\h__i " Navy | “Marine Corps Coast Guard Other—Describe
v m—Apphca-t; namneﬂﬁe- pe of Entry Into Active Service.

A” x/*/

/féSGJpea/( }q)zé’/nc

Z)m&

P. 0. Box / City or Town

County State

9 l?ndn Selective Service As Follows.
. Szl 708" Zu zerne /2 P74,
] City or Town County State

Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 1 of 4)
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‘éﬁd Applicant Apply For, or Receive From Any State, or From Any of the Allies of the United States, A Bonus or Gratuitous Payment
Based Upon His (Her) Service in the Armed Forces of the United States or Her Allies During World War II?

// (L e S 2

If Answer is Yes, Show Amount R'fulv.d ;R SRS S S S P Source

/ls—NanmsAnd‘

of ficiaries.
Q7s. v ﬂf/é Y Iine 5 // ne r

Name of Present Wife

fxﬂ =/ sA 3 /;/55'60/764/( Zuzeibc' /g

Address House No. Street / City or Town County State

Full Name, Address and Age of Minor Living Child or Children. .

Lol Ga:l S[n'oe/ L0 cscopec K ﬁ9 //)/7
2()@8\1\8 .ZJJLIJeL.rL ..... 5 )ALX!:E_L__,_ Jﬂ’*’ k .se,/f/rlvéé/{ /') £ o 8 Vf~

Name Address : Age

Full Name of Living Mother and Father and

Blonche (2: Shineyr 4‘,Zf///’ff/ A/dapga/( /

Mother's Name Address
/by Neme =5 ¢ Address
16—Appli Was Under H le Conditions and as Evidence Thereof, Attached Hereto Is Origi Disch or S

/PlpelS or Other Official Record of Separation—Showing Active Service Between December 7, 1941 and September 2, 1945.

/" 17—Complete the Following Only In Case Applicant’s Service Was In the Navy or Its Components. List Below the Stations, Posts, Camps,
Vessels or Units, At, On, or With Which Applicant Served From December 7, 1941 to March 2, 1946 (Both Dates Inclusive) Showing Date
of Beginning and Date of Ending of Each Period of Service For Which SEA DUTY PAY was RECEIVED.

Lﬂm [enee | _31(\37( ,,,,,, e ¢35~ @ecﬁmhg_L/i./fy
/’%z,&’f e *‘SZ/? *********** Bepinning Date Ending Dats

Applicant, Whose Slmuu'e Appears Below, Applies To The Adjutant Of The C alth of P T For World
War II Comp Authori: By Act 248 Approved me—r -
W £z /(2T 4@@?&
of Application Signature of
co OF Columbia : L 8
Pennsylvania ‘
SS

'ATE OF

Ve ¥y e ¢

VetA .

Personally appeared before me Fred B.Vought - dim

in and for the aforesald County and State the above named apphcant who bemg proﬁaﬂy :

a Notary Public

Subscribed and Sworn to

This__ 20th payor. den 1950 e A o

Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 2 of 4)
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Navy---Garden City

COMONWEALTH OF PFNNSYLVANTA

VIORID W:& ii
= RAf

Veteran's Name: Shiner, Wilden .LeRoy

Addresss R, D. #1 Hazelton, Pa. /
Serial and/or Service No, 922-33-20 Batch No. z2158

Branch of Service: “avy
Check in block below information required:

/
Pa, Local Board of Registiration__ 6 Hazelton, Pa. _ ...
No, County or City Lecation

Date and place enlisted or inducted

Hare address at time of entrance or duty

il

Date end place entered active duty

B R

Date and place separated from active dubty or discharged

e
Date and place of tirth 8 22 13915
Montn Day Yoar
Nescopeck, Pa.
City or Town County State

Type of Separation or Discharge

Domestic Service - Dates

ST

Foreign Service - Datca 2 Drzpi4n Y5 72 LA ;é& S

/ﬁ» ?’W/

Form IB61 - 345,000 Revised 8/20/50 >/f\ /‘ £ / « % ';
Lo et £ = 3/

Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 3 of 4)
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WORLD WAR II VETERANS' COMPENSATION.-BUREAU.

ENTITLEMENT TO ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION

The attached application was reid en the basis of Domestic Service,

i.e,, $10.00 per menth, en Batch Contrecl Ne. 32158

Previous payment - No. of Menths 2 7 mount $ ol ol U

Applicant's Name Shiner, Wilden LeRoy

T

Miami, 2,\Florida

Address Box 305

Service and/or Serial Number 922-33-20 =

Official gevernnant records show applicant is credited with Z
monchs of Foreign Service. ;

SERVICE #ONTHS . D&Is
Domestic Service Credited - WTA / )’/
Foreign Service to be Credited 7 ; e

Adjusted Domestic Service - y &L / C

ADJUSTED CCMPUTATION OF SERVICE

SERVICE MONTHS AQUNT

Domestic S A 3 .3 T

Foreign MR, e 2 3 o o .f’
TOTAL DUE t 2S5 S

M
Less Previous rayment (see a\oca;e) 2 ok "/0

- 5 |
Additional Compensatien Due ¢ '?‘ é /?\

v e
Bateh Contrd wlor ; __“__':_A_lg;s
Approved for payment: Lara J'A_’L 9 - m =
For Adjutant Gemeral  /\huTho  —

For Auditor General ~

For State Treasurer

Form ARZ)C — 90,000 - 8-2-50

Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 4 of 4)
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POST WAR LIFE
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Post War Life of Wilden Shiner

Nursing

Following the war Wilden worked at various hospitals. These include the
Berwick Hospital in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania and the VA Hospital in
Coral Gables, Miami-Dade, Florida.

Scene In"Men’s Ward Of Berwick Hospital

PICTURED ABOVE is a typical scene in the men’s ward of Berwick Hospital, one of the worthy
Institutions in the town that will benefit from your Community Chest dollars. From left to right is
Robert Lambert, chairman of the Community Chest drive; George Splain, of 350 Mary street, hav-
ing his pulse taken by Nurse Mrs. Edna Slusser; Wilden Shiner, attendant, adjusting the bed tray for
patient Lagan Wynings, of 1937 Heights Road; Oscar Schneidenbach, administrator of Berwick Hos-
pital. and Frank Laubach, president of the Community.Chest. o

Wilden at the Berwick Hospital, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania),
Tuesday, October 18%, 1949, page 1
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Post card of Veteran’s Administration (VA)Hospital in Coral Gables. Florida (1955)

The Biltmore Hotel was completed in 1926 and became the tallest building in Florida at 315
feet (96 meters) holding the record as Florida's tallest building until 1928 when the Dade
County Courthouse was built. At one time, the pool was the largest pool in the world and
employed swimming instructor (and later Tarzan actor) Johnny Weissmuller.

With the onset of World War II, the War Department took over the hotel, converting it to a
1,200-bed hospital in November 1942. The building was transferred to the Army in 1946
and renamed Pratt General Hospital. Many of the windows were sealed with concrete, and
the marble floors covered with government-issue linoleum. The hospital was transferred
from the Army to the Veterans Administration (VA) in July 1947. Also the early site of The
University of Miami's School of Medicine, Pratt General Hospital remained a VA hospital, with
450 beds, until a newer facility opened nearby in May 1968 and the building was vacated.

In 1973, through the Historic Monuments Act and Legacy of Parks program, the City of Coral
Gables was granted ownership control. The building remained unoccupied for almost 10
years. Then in 1983, the City oversaw its full restoration to be opened as a grand hotel. In
1986, Miami Biltmore Hotel was designated a National Historic Landmark, and the hotel was
reopened on December 31, 1987 as a luxury hotel and resort.
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Wilden cleaning needles at Veteran’s Administration (VA)Hospital in Coral Gables.
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Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner
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Wilden Leroy Shiner
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Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner Weems, Wilden and Leah Shiner

F

L I@&[-.‘
pA

A 8
i

Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner
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Wilden’s Superior Performance Award at the VA Hospital
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Chief; Hursing Service 5L/30/57
Superviagr, Central Supply
Outstanding Rating far My, Wilden Shinsy, Wersing Assistant

Mr, Wilden Shiner, Wursing Assistant, 63«3, has been assigned to Central Supply
under my supervision for the past meven ysars, The duties of the department
ivclude the ctleaning, preparation and slerilization of all meedles, syringss,
instruments, routine and special trays, rubber goods, supplies and flask
solutione used on the wards and in the clinics for the care and treatment of
patients; sterlize packs, supplies and gloves Por surgery. Alsc all eguipment
used for the treatment of patients are cleaned, fested and made ready for
imediate use. AV all times must he prepared and able to handle emergency
situations. In a department like this where the work load is invariable heavy,
there is 8 great need for one who is reliable, conscientsous; hard-working and
one who is able t¢ assume responsibiliity, T believe ¥r, Shiner has not only
exceedsd all categories of 43«3 but has been cutstanding and deserving of
commendation,

1., L[EPENDABILIIY; ¥r, Shiner is dependable, and curries cul assignments and
Instractions accurately without being told. Ioes egually as good work with
or witheut supervision,

a, He consistently carries out assigmments, conscientiously and sceording
to the correel procedurs, always having the patients comfort in mind,
Exanple - When sterilizing always chocks the cyclomatic control to be
sure il is the correct degree of hoai before sterilizing procese starts,
never trusts the mechanical control, IYf supplies ars too moist when they
are removed {rom sberilizer, never iakes chances that they are sterile,
takes cere of them im the proper procedure and resterilizes them., Calls
the Inglmeering Department for chack of sterilizers.

b, Always available for performance of duby and willing %o help co-workers,

. Hr, Shiner never reporis late for duby or leaves early., FExmmple « Yany
times in the evening when the sterilizer has not completed the cycle for
sterlization and it i time to close, he has volunteered to taks care of
it., He pill go and eat his dimer (he ests in the hospital diniag room)
then will coms back and nnload the steriliszer.

d. Does pot take more than the allotited time for mesls and if sent on am
érrané returns promptly.

8. Can be relied upon te carry out assigmments givenm him, BExample ~ I ecan
leave the department and go to meetings and know that ke will carry out
instructions correcily. DLxample -~ On Saturdays when the MNurses ave off
duty, ne iz left in charge of the depariment every other week, he can be
relied upon %o carry out procedures properly, see to it that the wards
have supplies needed and quite capable of takinz care of any emergencisa
that might arise,

Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 1 of 5)
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2.

D

f. fe glways plans in sévance for srmual leswve, never complains if he
oamot have the Lime asked for, "xzuple -~ This last year he took leave
early in the yeer when others did not want it,

ff. lie does not pbuse leave, ilap not laken emergency leave in the past
yoar, When he wae off on sick leave in 19%) be wanted to come hacl
to work much sooper %than the doctor would allow hia,

h, His sal:z menner, pleasant dispositlon and ability Yo establish pleasant
working conditions with coe-workers gualifieg hin as 2n excellent Leem
worker, Lxample ~ fiever hecoauss disturved wihesn he has to stop his work
and telte care of emerzencies or lwlp co-workers.

ATTITULE: Mr, Sbiner i2 eager to learn, works well with others, always
to give ssaistance without being aslked, e is neat in his work and
appearance,

8, %hen he has his sesignment completed or if go-workers awm needing arsist.
ance in their assignment he always is willing to help them, Exaaple -
HSefore ne has completed his assignuent 1 frequently assige him to filllag
orderz for the wards or clinics, or tc deliver oxygen or suprlies %o ihe
wards for the treetment of patients, he aceepts this withont camplaint,

b. He aluays accepts assigmments willingly, doea not become upset when
changes are made or he is glven additionzl duties, fxmmple « There are
times wvhen he has to deliver supplies Yo warde and clinios in the morring
before he ecan start bis sesigmmeni, or if someons is off duty in the
department, has to take additional duties,

¢, Ke is team worker, Exarple « Un completion of his asaignaont
offers to ssslst the Wurses with their work, On cocsyions ke has had to
20 out cp the wards aad help the Assistante with the direct cexe of patients,

d. He is aware of the iLmportance his work to do with ibe patients stay
in the hospital being a plsasant one. ~ VWhen prepering traye, sueh
a8 & paracentesis trsy, he is surs of having the proper equipmon® mich as
nagdles, syringes, trocar and dressing in ihes tray, and so srransed so that
the lociore or Furses will not be delayed in carrying cut the irzaiment,
which adght cause patient to have undue diszcomfort,

@®. He soeepis constructive eriticisa well, rather than with rosentnent, lous
not make the sawme xiptaks over ané over,

f. He is very much inberested in In-sorvice Programs, takes an active part,
end in very helpful in giving sugceations, ixample ~ e prepared and
Zave a talk to the Hursing Assisztenis on care, use, and cost of equipnont
uged for the gcare and trsatment of palients, ZHEveryone whoreard %he talk
saild it was vory informative,

g. lie always tskes pride in his personal appoarance and is neet and c¢lean at
all tinos,

h, He nas & posilive attitude regsrding his work, Never feels that ha ir bLeing
enxgpored upon when he hes to take over additional aseigmente or bas %
abop hie work to take caxre of amargencics,

-

i

AILITY TO PRAH AND ORGAKIIR HORKs r, Shiner plans his work carefully and

conmolenvicudly, bDadgeting his time sc that the greatest amcunt of wook csn b

aocgomplished in the shortest time,

a8, Immediately upon reporting on duty he obtsins his sssigmment, chaoks with
the Furges if thezre are any tasis thoy want taken csre of first bafore
sterting daily assignmendt or if the Hurses sre oot thers ns is well inforwmed
utto&-tuwwmmmmam-rormum.m treatment of
patien

Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 2 of 5)

-117 -



Andrew Shiner Anthology - Life of Wilden Shiner

“3e

by The Tiret dutiss 2re to ses tha' the moiled supplies ave cheokwmé Srom
the werd carts and new orders for sterile supplies and equipmani are
filled ea wuickly as possible so yof to delsy the care and treabsent of
patisnbe,

¢, In hls orderly snd systemadically smy of plansing his work he is able
to conserve time, Rxmmple - When propuring speclal trays for sterilization,
obtaing all items needsd first euch as nsedies, syringes, drsssings and
wrappars for 2ll sets, S0 8s to comserve time and energy waliviag heok and
forth for eaeh individunal one,

d., Fe keeps work carvent and plans his work in advance so that he can bandls
interraptions without sonfusion, iHas the shility o differentiste betwasn
mecpepary and routine dutiss., When sssigned ie preparing sspplies for
sterilizstion and olewing syringes, slwsys le sure to prepare Lhs itens
Tor sterilization first, so as not %c detain the persen or that asslune
ment, the syringes sre not nesdod wntil the following day.

M.;_{.z ¥r, Shiner works intelligently and appliss knowledge affesotively,

%. o alwgys demonsirates skdll in the epplication of techalques and procodarss
sharseteristic to this {ype of work. !¢ 1s always awars of the Lmertance
of earrying them oul as daught, tHe hnows the purpose of the procednrs and
the desired results, BExampie « Hhen sterilizing he ie sure tobave 81l items
clesn, wrapped properly, and placed in the stean sterilicer rack in horizontal
posibion avd packed %o allow for free cirenlation and pansiration of stess
to all packs., Mways sterilizes the load at the correct temperature of
25097, fer thirty minutes to be sure 211 items sre cenplebely sterilized,

b, He Zollows instrastions well and oos lds work Iu the proper ordar, Lxanple -
Cheeks sniled suppliss and 111s new onders for the wards and clinics which
are uesd for the care and tysatment of patients, Prepares the most urgent
aupplins nseded firsc end chashs the aterile roon for othars nesded far
the day and later,

0. Usss good hand techmique, when hasdling goilsd ltems slways washes havds
w3ll sefore handling clean suppiics.

d. e practices the proper msthod Lo use im a given sams, Uxaxpils - o always
sterilises contuslvaied supplios wien serd fram the wards hefore handling,
“his ia for his own protection and Ho protesct clesn ares from comsawirabion.

e, H#e abymys dowongtrates skill 4n the apnlieation of a1l technigues. Sxzample -
Underatands the apolicatiou of aseptic ioohuigque in removing sierils
draesing eane from eterilisiag rack aftor sterilining, He reror takes
chances, if theve Is a possibility thad one has been conteninated he suts 14
back for roesterilisation,

TRRUSTRY s Mz . Jhiner spends time purposefully, Demonstrates in  very effleient

nanne? h&o ability he hms sequired to otart and somplste his work, withous being

told %o g0,

&, He plans end ovganlzes hiz work in sach a msaner, that he ig able to
acconglieh mowe than the average Hursing Agadrbany, bul newer omlis sheps
or meny detaile that are charseteriastic to als work, Bxempls -~ Hever faills
to shack poedles 3hat he pute in trays o be sure thay are clesn, gharp ang
correct gouga.

be Mo ig friendly snd well 1llkad ny co~wovkers bub dnes nob waste Lime on duty
visiting or zossiping,

Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 3 of 5)
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Te
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8, Mr, Shiner carries more than his sghare of remponeibility, Works rapidly,
keers the work moving amxi vhen hir aselgmments are cospleted assicts co-
workers, Exaple - On Seburday when the Hurses are off duty, he is
agsigned ‘n charge of the dopariment every othor week, [n sddition te
this remlar assigrment he has to zee that the wardas have there sierils
suppling, and tuka cave of any emergencies thal wight srise, 430 he
checke %0 he sure all procedares am carried cut proparly and ihat ¥he
wards have sufficlent supplies and squipment available far the following dey
for the care and treatment of patients,

INTTIATIVFe M. Shiner practices econcay in the use of energy and supplies,

Procaeds with assigned dutlioa not uaibting to be Lald,

8, ' glows sreat inibtiative 12 going ahesd with duties Shet have 1o bo garried
out, Emmaupls - Besidss the rag:lar d:ties for & day, many things come up
that have Yo de taken azro of and thim in invalaahle assistsnce to
Rarsee, Uyample « Wnen eguisment ham %0 be repaired or checked he takes #
te tha shop for repatr, chacke levely of supplies in sterile cupboerde for
safficient quanity for Lssue %o wards and elinics, If soms specisl ltem is
nissing he reporte to the Nurse, Checks to be sure all truys and equipment
Tfor energency use are on Yhe wards Tor uase wieh needed,

b, Hever has to he reminded of routine diiica, Exammples -~ Nestsrilizing
sterile supplies when thay are over the 30 day datiog period, Clicane
sutoolaven after sterilizsting solontions, pours weter through the dischsrge
outlel on sterilizers and oleans sereen for fres passage of condenwate,
which 15 very Lyportant in the process of correct sterilizabion.

¢, fJrces from cne Ysek t snother without boing told, Ixsmple ~ Oees about
nis dally assfigrment, followlng {rom one to snother, never has to be told,
1f some energensy comes up and some pevtioulsr iterm is needed on the wards
for a irestront, he sssumes Lhn maconsibility of prepering eterilising end
@tting 1t 4o the ward,

d. Keeps work current and is net disturbed by the many interruptiors oceuring
during the day, Faample - !Yas to answer phons, f11) omergeaqy orders
¥ien they come from the wands or olinics or deliver an oxyuen set up to the
wards,

ARTEGRITYs v, Shiner is loyal to his chbligetions snd remponsibilitivs,

Vaintalne diseretisn in eonfidontial AL T,

&, I have never Jowwn hiz o conduct peraonsl affairs on duty.

b, lewsr bortows mensy or accepts gifts from patlents,

e, Dows not eriticise Doctors, Wursés or othsr parmonnel.

4, Mawve never kmown of hin dilecussing pationts and hospital protlems in publie
places or wilh persons nof alfiliated with the hospital.

QVERALY, DIFECTIVENIES: X, Shlner mows the iosplial pollcles in regards is hie

work perforsance and plens his work scoordtingly, Ne in well inforwed of the

petients requivements, properly prepaving and caring for eguipment in an effors

to give the patisnt the best care posaible.

&. hHe always maintaine eqnipment properly from the prinsry essentiala of clesn-
ing throush the compliscated process of servioing, and eetting up a1 types
of procecdures trwys and instrosents, follswing through with the sterilizasion

Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 4 of 5)
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o

of %his equipment as necessary for use on all wards and clinics, which
will glve the maximum care and troatasnt to the patienty with the
least dlecomford,

be He in quite familiar with the cost, handling and care of hospital equipe.
neNT,

¢e o understends policies as pragticed ‘n the hospitsl, He 1s cognisent of
hie responsibility to ihese policies and practices them s taucht,

I Hae Gy,

I, Mae Ahn

Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 5 of 5)
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Farming

Following the war Wilden partook in farming in addition to working in a hospital.
He had a goose farm that had 100+ geese at one point.

4

mul)le Builds
Barn for $400

Var Vet Wilden -Sniner
Finds a Way; Has Flock
Of 100 Geese

Those S military. . secviga, are

ught %o find a way %0 reach the
yeetive and that Is what Wilden

Wilden Shiner, of Nescopeck, R. D. 1\ near Zenith, is shown st work
n & barn which he ‘and his wife are constructing at their farm. acre farm, (Morning Press
hiner is one of the ex-Gl's in on-the-farm traming.

The structure,

Vetand-ﬂ[nwldaﬂanrfwl}ndcrm

.-

30x60, whmﬁbwrmbudhmadhhmmn

in l.Zeulﬁn
his war veteran needed a barn
bo'Iroplwe the structure which had
fallep into such a state that it
would not have beem practical to
repair it
His capital for the project was
lﬁnmd but hé and his wife, work-
g together, are now nearing the
compleuon of a 30x60 foot structure
whicly Shiner designed to meet the
needs of the farm,
Al of the material from the old
barn that could be used wag placed

sold was a tia roof. <
The barnties been under sonstrue.
tion since Spring and will be ready
for use this Fall That was
possible, however, by Mr. and Mrs.
Shiner putting every minute on the
project that -was not needed %
operate the farm. _
Has

Over Hundred Geese
The veteran is particularly inter-
fsted in the raising of geese and
this year has"a flock of one hundred,

probably one of the largest i th
whole area. He reports that he ha
a good demand for the geese-an

only | probably ‘will increase the flock

a marked degree in the years ahead

He plans to house geese as wel
s some chickens in-part of the ney
structure. The remainder of th
building will be used for the stor
ing of machinery and crops,

One of the strong factors in th
progress of tivis veteran is his abil

in the new structure, Comparatively

shreeting”
cost of this was paid for by selling
some of the materials off the old

iiner, of Nescopeck, R.™D. 1, is
iing on his forty-seven acre farm

building that he did not need for
the new structure. One of the items

little had to be purchased, except
08 PUttErs™ Pait o

[PENNEY'S 1

Wilden’s barn, The Morning Press (Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), Saturday, September 25", 1948, page 35
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Wilden Shiner
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FOR SALE — Whije Emden
geese and while China geese. Mrs.
Wilden Shiner, Nescopeck RD 1.

19-31*

Wilden’s “geese for sale” advertisement, Berwick
Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania), various dates in
November, 1952

White Embden Goose (above) and White Chinese
Goose (below)

Barn Party, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick,
Pennsylvania), Friday, October 279, 1942, page 8
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Wilden Shiner

Leah Shiner, Polly Miller, Wilden Shiner
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Wilden Shiner Wilden Shiner

- 125 -



Andrew Shiner Anthology - Life of Wilden Shiner

Wilden Shiner and Leah Shiner

() e
¥ ;.‘w.-i';‘,;
S 1

Wilden Shiner and Leah Shiner
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Wilden Shiner and "“Princess”
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FAMILY PICTURES

-130 -



Family Pictures

A O A

Blanche (Miller) Shiner
Polly (Andres) Miller
Charles John

unknown

Hiram Miller

unknown

Miller Family

10.
11.
12.
13.

Sarah Andreas
Phillip Andreas
John Andreas
unknown
unknown
Wilden Shiner
Mildred Shiner
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Wilde, Leah and Catherine Shiner Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner

Donald Shiner, Spencer Shiner, Blanche Shiner, Leah Shiner, Wilden Shiner, Catherine Shiner
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Family Pictures

Shiner Family

14. Doris (Herring) Babich 21. Edna (Whitebread) Miller [Guy’s wife]

15. Leah Shiner 22. Blanche (Miller) Shiner

16. Guy Miller [Blanche’s brother] 23. Great Grandma Shiner?

17. Mildred Shiner 24. Dorothy Miller [Guy and Edna’s daughter]
18. Catherine (Yeager) Shiner 25. Spencer Shiner

19. Wilden Shiner 26. Gene Miller [Guy and Edna’s son]

20. Polly (Andreas) Miller
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Spencer Shiner’s Family [1945]

Wilden Shiner Unknown girlfriend of Donald Shiner
Donald Shiner
Polly (Andreas) Miller)

Leah Shiner

Catherine (Yeager) Shiner
Spencer Shiner

Mildred Shiner

Blanche (Miller) Shiner

noA WwN s
ML o N O

0. Catherine Johnson Shiner
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; v 4\,

Catherine (Yeager) Shiner, Polly Miller, Catherine Shiner, Leah Shiner, Spencer Shiner, Blanche Shiner
[1944]

Catherine and Wilden, Susan Paden (granddaughter) and Blanche Miller (Wilden’s mother)
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Weems Shiner, Catherine (Yeager) Shiner, Blanche (Miller) Shiner in Florida
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Leah Shiner, Catherine (Yeager) Shiner, Weems Shiner and Blanche (Miller) Shiner in Florida

Peter Babich, Doris (Herring) Babich, Catherine Shiner, Wilden Shiner, Leah Shiner
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DRIVER’S LICENSE

[0, g lsss ass a2 ssss| | g4 185 808 08 22 15
04 185 808 (08 22 1500 |

T A T ] | 08 31 90 3
08 31 95 [¢ | j
(S DA CONVERCA TR TESRETO | | 08- 07 89
losoemaleys . 7] | s
‘ WILDEN L SHINER
EEERS | SHheR NeScOpeck  Pa 18635
INESCOPECK PA 18L3S | ‘ ~ b -

; : 7 /) 1 b7/ '
3 | o ot i,

DRIVER’S LICENSE
SRIVERS: LG .0Y 185 808 08 22 1S
D4 M85 ADA 08 22 35 DRIVER NUMBER BIRTH DATE
it ooy BTN DATE 08 31 89 1
08 33 82 | | 3 :
il ’ UCENSE EXPIRESON  DUPS  GLASSES
NI S 08 07 &7
 wesTHCTIONS uugmm‘ i RESTRICTIONS VOID UNLESS VALIDATED

WILDEN L SHINER

NESCOPECK PA 1u8L3S
oy

Vl @:g:e:‘s»::n'

SIGNATURE

Wilden Shiner driver’s licenses
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Family Pictures

Wilden Shiner, Catherine Shiner, Weems Shiner, Leah Shiner
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g R S et a1t 2

I T I I W HIRNY

AR,

Catherine and Weems Shiner (sitting)

Leah and Wilden Shiner (standing),
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Catherine, Blanche, Weems, Polly Herring (standing), Wilden, Leah (sitting)
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Catherine and Wilden Shiner with grandchildren, Brian and Susan Paden
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Family Pictures

Polly E. (Andreas) Miller, Blanche (Miller) Shiner, Wilden, Leah, Susan [November 21, 1961]
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Leah (Shiner) Paden, Susan Paden, Wilden Shiner, Blanche (Miller) Shiner [Hershey Park, July 1961]
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. Thanks a million, Percy Ross

a
By VIRGINIA BYNOE

Stalf Writer

NESCOPECK—  Wilden
didn't know where to turn.

It was December. The 71-year-old
man and his 70-year-old arthritic and
diabetic wife, Catherine, were running
out of fuel.

The exhaust system on Shiner's car
was out. He couldn't afford the $65 it
would take to fix it because his wife's
doctor's bills and other expenses cost

¢ him more than he gets from his month-
ly Social Security check.

Shiner, a retired woodworker, wor-
ried he'd get arrested if he drove his
car to get coal for the stove. And he
worried about his wife; how he would
keep her warm and how he would get
her to see a doctor.

Then, Shiner had an idea. His pride
was hurt, he said, but he began writing

% a letter:

“Dear Mr. Ross..."

And Percy Ross, the Minneapolis
' millionaire. whose syndicated column

Shiner

appears in The Times Leader every
Tuesday, responded immediately, send-
ing Wilden and Catherine Shiner not
the $65 they requested, but a check for
$300.

Said Ross: "It's especially dangerous
during the winter months to have a
faulty exhaust system in your car.”

Shiner was flabbergasted,

“It's a gift from heaven, I think it's
wonderful,” Shiner said last week in a
telephone interview from his son's res-
idence a half mile away from his rural
Nescopeck home.

Shiner's request to Ross is published
today on page 4B.

Shiner says he used the money to
fix the car, to get a chest X-ray for
himself, to pay doctors' bills and to
buy medication.

Ross is a 69-year-old, rags-to-riches
humanitarian who, in the past nine
years, has given away millions to de-
serving people here and in other coun-
tries. About 1,000 letters are sent to
Ross daily, many of which are an-
swered in"Ross’ column.

o seale ok ke sl vk ol ol ok ke ok ok ok

Aid for Wilden, The Times Leader (Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania),
Tuesday, March 11, 1986, page 11 (above) and page 4B (below)

Area man finds
Ross has heart

ear Mr. Ross:
My house is heated with a coal
stove. In the winter I cl up-all
other rooms except for the kitcNen and
living room to cut down og heating bills.
At night, my wife and I si€ep in the
living room.

A bag of coal only lasts about a day,
so I must make frequent trips to the
coal dealer. My car is old and badly
peeds a new muffler and tail pipe. I'm

arrested because of the noise. I want to
get it repaired but can't afford the $65.

You see, Mr. Ross, I'm 71 and live on
Social Security. My wife is a diabetic
with rheumatoid arthritis and heart
problems. This means she must spend
most of her time in bed.

If I could get my car repaired and get
a load of wood, I'd feel so much safer.
I'd use the wood as heating fuel in case
of bad weather when I can't get out for
coal.

It hurt my pride to write this letter, so
I hope at least you read it.

- e uro w.‘dos-

Nescopeck
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Wilden “Pappy” Shiner with grandson, Tim Shiner (Christmas 1986)
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Married 50 years

Mr. and Mrs. en Shiner of
Zenith recently celebrated their
S0th wedding anniversary at an
open house given in their honor by
their children.

They were married by the Rev.
Merlin Enders at St. James
Lutheran Church in Zenith. Mrs.
Shiner is thé daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Mose Yeager. Her
husband's parents are the late Mr.
and Mrs. Spencer Shiner.

They have two children: Leah
Paden of Hershey, and Weems'
Shiner of Nescopeck R.D.1; nine
grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.

Wilden and Catherine, married 50
years, Press Enterprise
(Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania),
Tuesday, December 8%, 1987,
page 24
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Catherine and Wilden Shiner

Catherine and Wilden Shiner with their children, Leah (Shiner) Paden and Weems Shiner
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SR

Catherine and Wilden Shiner (November 1991), this is the last known picture of Catherine and Wilden
together before Catherine’s death.
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DEATH AND BURIAL
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Obituaries and Funerals

Catherine D. Shiner

Mrs. Catherine Daisy Shiner, 74,
of Nescopeck RR 1, died Saturday
morning in Berwick Hospital
Center where she had been a pa-
tient since Dec. 21. She had been
inill health 10 years.

She was born June 3, 1917, in
Zenith, Pa., daughter of the late
Moses and Daisy Kishbaugh
Yeager. Mrs. Shiner was a mem-
ber of St. James Lutheran Church,
Zenith,

Surviving are her husband,
Wilden L.; son, Weems W., Nes-
copeck; daughter, Mrs. Kenneth
(Leah) Paden, Hershey; nine
grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; sister, Arlene Cragle,
Berwick.

Funeral will be held Tuesday at
10 from Kelchner-McMichael-
Hindman Funeral Home, 119-121
E. Third St., Berwick, with the
Rev. Mark L. Russell, pastor, St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church, Nesco-
peck, officiating. Interment will be
in Mount Zion Cemetery, Brig-
gsville. Friends may call Monday,
Tto8.

Catherine’s obituary, Citizen’s Voice (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania),
Monday, December 30", 1991, page 29
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Wilden L. Shiner

Surgical technician worked at area hospitals

Wilden Leroy Shiner, 80, Nescopeck R.R.1, died early Saturday
morning, May 18, 1996, at the Veterans Administration Medical
Center and Hospital, Wilkes-Barre, where he had been a patient
since May 10. He had been in ill health for several months.

Born Aug. 22, 1915, in Nescopeck, he was a son of the late
Spencer and Blanche Miller Shiner.

He was a surgical technician. He had worked at the Berwuck Hos-
pital and the Geisinger Medical Center in Danville.

For 18 years during the 1950s and '60s, Mr. Shiner had been
employed at the Coral Gables Veterans Administration Hospital,

-Coral Gables, Fla.

He had also worked at St. Alban’s Hospital on Long Island for a year.

Mr. Shiner was last employed by the Valley Bowling Pin Co. in Sug-
arloaf.

He was a Navy veteran of World War Il and served on the USS
Benevolence, a hospital ship.

He was a member of the St. James Lutheran Church, Zenith.

Mr. Shiner was a 1933 graduate of the Nescopeck High School.

His wife, the former Catherine Daisy Yeager, died Dec. 28, 1991.
Two brothers, Donald Shiner and Ralph Miller, also died previously.

Surviving are a son, Weems W. Shiner, Nescopeck R.R.1; a
daughter, Mrs. Kenneth (Leah) Paden, Hershey; nine grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren; and a sister, Mrs. William (Mildred)
Levan, Nescopeck.

Services will be held Wednesday at 11 a.m. at the St. James
Lutheran Church, Zenith, with the Rev. Rodney R. Heckert, his pas-
tor, officiating. Burial will be in the Mount Zion Cemetery, Briggsville.

Arrangements are under the direction of the Kelchner-McMichael
Funeral Home, 119-121 E. Third St., Berwick.

Wilden’s obituary, Press Enterprise (Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania),
Sunday, May 19%, 1996, page 4
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SKotihner Mo ﬁ,{r/ Tneral Home

110121 East Thivd Street, Nevwlok, PA TRGOY - (717) 752 1630

NeMictael Tneral Home

: RR 2, Box 17, Benton, 'A 17814 - (717) 925 2385
d William E. Strausser, Supervisor
W. Bruce McMichacl, Jr., Funeral Director/Owner

379-3884 Julie & Weems

N FAMILY PHONE NO.379_3378 Residence

2 L: Leroy

! Wilden L. Shiner

| Name Age
Nescopeck .Twp.
Address RR1, Box 1965 City, Twp. Nescopeck County Luzerne State  pp Zip 18635
Place of death (city, twp.) (county) Date Time
Sex M Race W How long in Hospital or institution 1l Health
Yes O
Doctor Leon Francis, MD, 3rd & Race Sts., Miffiinvilie, P 18631 A“"”’f-?;ﬁ‘l.ﬂ
Cause of Death Due to
Date of Birth Aug. 22, 1915  Place of Birth  Nescopeck, PA
Marrted )  Divorced O 5821
Single [0  Widowed & Name (Huybwoadsor Wife) Catherine Daisy Yeager Shiner 12/28/91
Married How Long
Son
. R. R. 1, B 1964
Informant Vieems W. Shiner Address Nescope(’:k,o’lgA 13635 Zip

Surgical Technician; worked at the Berwick Hospital and Geisinger Med. Center, Ds
Occupation worked for 18 years at the Coral Gables VA Hospit§‘1"i“’ Security No.185-07-8246

in Coral Gables, FL in the 1950's and 60's. Also worked at St. Alban's

Father's Nanl;eongségéégg §ﬁ§n§ryear' Last worked for the Vall%?m%ﬂ'*’(hms;ﬁ.mCWHmHgﬁgégféa%
. US Navy '
Mother's Maiden Name Blanche Miller Service Serial No. USS Hospital Ship
Benevolence
Church Affiliations St. James Lutheran Church / Zenith

Graduate of Nescopeck High Schodl. Class 1933

ch?s‘ O

Lodges, Organizations s Lodge Services No [
- g \/ | /
Funeral Services (day) PlaceXMPH~ C LA CINC
Date Time
| Clergyman Rev. P{; Aﬁi& “—(CKM{' Pastor of St. James Lutheran Church, Zenith

Cemetery Mt . Zion/Briggsville CemCity, Twp. Briggsville County Luzerne State PA
Visitation no evening viewing; only 1 hour prior to service Time

CONTRIBUTIONS: St. James Lutheran Church, RRI, Nescopeck, PA 18635

- 156 -



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Wilden Leroy Shiner

BIOGRAPHICAL SKEICH

(Preceded in death by Wife, Catherine Daisy (Yeagsg

Shiner on 12/28/91: and by 2 Brothers:

Donald Shiner

Ralph Miller).

CHECK WHEN COMPLETED
CIRCLE IF BY FAMILY

How Long in Area Clergyman ... St. James / Zenith I
Cemetery . Mt .. Zion/Briggsville = 1

in Zenith since 1943 Vault Zeiser..C30.Top Seal Std .. ... .. .. (8]
o Flowers o (]

Mergrial. Foldery = Moo o ahdinnmsesnssa 5

x Clergyman’s RECOT « < s cuisos widl v s W}

Death- Certificate : SIBREH .. cocon ot s s smpessss W}

Certified Copies - No. 2 .................. £l

3/19/96; selected Q02 Graytone 20 Ga. Steel Casketf , . peie ..~ o §]
Sealer; silver twill crepe with Std. Concrefd.odges Notified .............ooveeruuunnooeonn. E]
Fop—Seat—Vautt—<{Zeiser) HEIE DITeSSEL -+ inbvmws stisme cammimimw Sihivnio s s 1

Serv. Charge: $2495.00 2 D/C ‘1 Different Newspapers to Notify: Press-Enterprise N
Casket e T (e et e 1
R“Yg"-i‘ }’meho 695.00 Card of Thanks . .......oovuiiniiniininneann.. £
Monument/Marker ................o i, 0

Hair Siyling SacialiSeonrity=FornvCompleted e %)
VA Form Cnmpl‘ctcd ........................... I

Selection Hour Car? Co Veterans Form Completed .................... [l
VA Monument Form Completed .................. W]

) Ist Viewing Car? BUHeting: Board: .\ b o wmvnds DEP% S B8 dkapraias Il
& 61701111 ST I SRS | RPN, AP Mo T P N [

Survivors: Son, Weems W. Shiner, Nescopeck RRI Permission Ao Embalon. 8. S b SRR 0
Life after Loss .................cooiiuno... % |

Daughter, Mrs. Kenneth (Leah) Paden, Hershey, PA [ wip Book Letter ........oooooeoneonn 0
MeOTal BOOK st s v et in s s & 1

9 Grandchildren Record ‘of ‘Funierl €and . ivavevinssamasvsmimiie sy (]

. Memprial RECOTd. . < x5 cons wesmmemmonasn s s imess ]

7 Great Grandchildren DTN, s g b e e il e &
Bioigtas COF BOOK vy v s b Ta e b i miese o me ik ena v e 014 ]
PAlTORUrEr L BIRIN 0 vy st e T T A AT s 0

Pallbearers: Grdndchildren
.

)

la]

m ’/d/uc( Lev&l’)

(Wiéhes as of 3/16/96: wants to be buried in pajamas and bath robe (Maroon)

does MOF want casket spray of flowers; does not want any flags used for

the service in any way

7
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Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

H e maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He
leadeth me beside the still waters.

H e restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of

death, 1 will fear no evil for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of

mine enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.

S urely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days

of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
Jorever.

In Loving Memory of

Wilden L. Shiner

Bom
Sunday, August 22, 1915
Nescopeck, Pennsylvania

Died
Saturday, May 18, 1996
Veterans Administration Medical Center
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania

Services
St. James Lutheran Church
Zenith, Pennsylvania
Wednesday, May 22, 1996, 11:00 A.M.

Officiating
The Reverend Rodney R. Heckert
St. James Lutheran Church
Zenith, Pennsylvania

Final Resting Place '
Schloyersville Cemetery
Nescopeck Township, Pennsylvania ,

-

ey Ay

Arrangements Under The Direction Of:

Kelchner-McMichael Funeral Home .

W. Bruce McMichael Jr., Owner

Memorial Card from Wilden’s funeral
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Wilden L. Shiner

St. James Lutheran Church

Zenith, Pennsylvania
Place of Funeral

Wednesday,
May 22, 1996
11:00 A.M.

Date and Time of Service

Officiating Clergy
The Reverend Rodney R. Heckert
St. James Lutheran Church
Zenith, Pennsylvania

Funeral Service Arrangements Under the Direction of
Kelchner-McMichael Funeral Home
119-121 East Third Street
Berwick, Pennsylvania
W. Bruce McMichael, Jr., Owner

Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral - service details
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TPy SHINER
HES LemonT DrRive ©-25| AASHVILIE, Tr 3721,

T;-rv\oThv SH /’hc fhi
RRH Boesus Meccagecle LA 1435

KEoZ, PADEL

2'7/6 HummEe o’ 3
Sv.san/ ZAKSOA/ —= o
AL I N A Wi sk 79

)o” 5/”;5/2 B3 Box 3229 5£MM/€A¢ /%03

Rﬂpﬂf\ Conerles 1% Papdid Dz, Vo Beath A 22452

“Now the labourer’s task is over;
Now the battle day is past;
Now upon the farther shore
Lands the voyager at last.
Father, in Thy gracious keeping
Leave we now thy servant sleeping.”

—John Ellerton

Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral - pallbearers
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-

nal Resting lace

Wilden L. Shiner

Date and Time of Interment

Wednesday,
May 22, 1996,
12:30 P.M.

Place of Interment

Schloyersville Cemetery,
Nescopeck Township,
Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania

Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral - interment details
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Wilden L. Shiner

Spencer Shiner
Father

Blanche (Miller) Shiner
Mother

Son, Weems W. Shiner, Nescopeck, R R 1
Daughter, Mrs. Kenneth (Leah) Paden, Hershey, Pennsylvania

9 Grandchildren,
7 Great Grandchildren

Sister, Mrs. William (Mildred) Levan, Nescopeck, Pennsylvania

He was preceded in death by his Wife,
Catherine Daisy (Yeager) Shiner on December 28, 1991

= He was also preceded in death by 2 Brothers:
Donald Shiner and Ralph Miller

Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral — family details
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral — guest signatures (1 of 2)
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral — guest signatures (2 of 2)
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Everyone was invited back to the Fellowship Hall
of St. James Lutheran Church of Zenith for a
Luncheon and a time of fellowship with the Family,
immediately following the committal services at the
graveside.

ek *ekeke

Andy Adams, a good friend of Wilden's, shared
some Scriptures and some thoughts at the graveside
commiittal service.

Important Papers-Location
(Deed-Certificate-Receipts, Etc.)

Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral - service details
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Mount Zion Cemetery

This cemetery is in Nescopeck Township, next to the Mount Zion Church on
Church Road about a mile northwest of Briggsville and four miles southeast of
Berwick (Columbia County). It is owned by the Schloyersville Cemetery
Association and is often referred to as Schloyersville Cemetery in obituaries and
on death certificates. This cemetary has an “old” and “new” portion of it, where
the old piece was the Schloyersville Cemetery and the new piece the Mount Zion
Cemetery. With these cemeteries adjoining they were merged to be just one
cemetery - the Mount Zion Cemetery.

Behind the Mount Zion Church (front of the cemetery). The Schloyersville Cemetery would be on the left
side of this picture and the Mount Zion Cemetery would be on the right side of this picture.
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\
05

Headstones for Wilden and Catherine Shiner, Moses Yeager and Weems and Julie Shiner
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Zenith House Demolition

The house was determined not to be worth the cost of fix it to make it livable.
The roof needed reapairs, there was no insulation, the electrical wiring was
questionable. When the house was pushed down there was dirt and mud falling
from the walls, which is what was used for insulation in the house.

e e,

N

Demolition of Zenith house
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Demolition of Zenith house
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