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Foreword 

 

This book is more than a collection of names, dates, and places—it is a tribute to 

the enduring legacy of Andrew Shiner and the generations that followed. What 

began as a spark of curiosity grown into a journey of discovery. Through careful 
research and family collaboration, we’ve pieced together the branches of a 

remarkable lineage. 

You’ll find dates, places, and connections here, but what I hope you’ll also feel is 

the heartbeat of our shared story. And that story isn’t finished. If you have a 
memory, a photo, or even a quirky anecdote—like the cousin who loved fishing 

but hated the taste of fish—I’d love to hear it. These little gems are what make 

our history come alive. 

Let this book be a foundation, not a finish line. Together, we can preserve not 

just the facts of our ancestry, but the spirit of the people who shaped it. 

 

 

Susan Kay (Paden) Larson [1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1], fifth 
great granddaughter of Andrew Shiner 

 

Timothy Michael Shiner [1.1.7.5.4.2.2.6], fifth 
great grandson of Andrew Shiner  
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Introduction 

 

The following pages document the life of Wilden Leroy Shiner, a third-great 

grandson to Andrew Shiner.  This book is primarily grouped into his early life, his 

World War II career and his post-war life. 

  



Contents 
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1.1.7.5.4 – Spencer Harvey Shiner 

1884 – 1944 

 

Spencer Harvey Shiner was born on Sunday, January 13th, 1884, in Sugarloaf, 
Luzerne, Pennsylvania. He was the son of John Wesley Shiner (1.1.7.5) and 

Catherine Mary Johnson. 

Spencer died in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania on December 3rd, 1944, at the 

age of 60. He was buried at Roselawn Cemetery in Berwick, Columbia, 

Pennsylvania. 

At the age of 27, Spencer Harvey married Blanche Amanda Miller on Saturday, 

December 23rd, 1911, in Nescopeck, Luzerne, when she was 21 years old. They 

had three children. 

Blanche Amanda was born in Wapwallopen, Luzerne, Pennsylvania on Friday, 
February 14th, 1890.  She was the daughter of John Hiram Miller and Polly 

Elizabeth Andreas. She was christened on March 12th, 1891. Blanche Amanda 

reached 84 years of age and died in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania on 

January 4th, 1975. She was buried at Roselawn Cemetery in Berwick, Columbia, 

Pennsylvania. 

 
Spencer and Blanche Shiner 
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Family of Spencer Shiner and Blanche Miller 

 

 
 

Children of Spencer Harvey Shiner and Blanche Amanda Miller: 

 

+ 1.1 f 1. Mildred Mae Shiner was born in Nescopeck 

on November 21st, 1913. She died in Berwick, 

Columbia, on June 30th, 2010, at the age of 96. 

 
 

Mildred 
 

+ 1.2 m 2. Wilden Leroy Shiner was born in Nescopeck 

on August 22nd, 1915. He died in Wilkes-Barre, 

Luzerne, Pennsylvania on May 18th, 1996, at 

the age of 80. 

 

 
Wilden 

 

+ 1.3 m 3. Donald Spencer Shiner was born in 

Nescopeck on January 16th, 1923. He died in 

Nescopeck on August 28th, 1988, at the age of 

65.  
Donald 
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Spencer and Blanche’s house in Nescopeck (5th Street) 

 

 
Spencer and Blanche with their children – Donald (left), Mildred (center) and Wilden (right) 

 
 



Andrew Shiner Anthology – Life of Wilden Shiner 

 

- 22 -   

 
Spencer and Blanche Shiner on their wedding day (1911) 
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1.1.7.5.4.2 – Wilden Leroy Shiner 

1915-1996 

 

Wilden Leroy Shiner was born in Nescopeck on August 22nd, 1915. He was 
christened on April 16th, 1916. Wilden Leroy was confirmed on March 29th, 1931. 

He graduated from Nescopeck High School on June 7th, 1933. Wilden graduated 

from the United States Naval Academy in Maryland on June 23rd, 1944. 

Wilden served in the military on May 12, 1945. Wilden died in Nescopeck, 
Luzerne, Pennsylvania on May 18th, 1996, at the age of 80. He was buried at 

Mount Zion Cemetery in Nescopeck on May 23rd, 1996. 

On November 25th, 1937, Wilden married Catherine Daisy Yeager. 

Catherine was born June 3rd, 1917 in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania.  She 

was the daughter of Moses Victor Yeager and Mary Irene Kishbaugh.  She died 
on December 28th, 1991 in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania.  Catherine was 

buried at Mount Zion Cemetery in Nescopeck. 

 

 

Wilden and Catherine Shiner  
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Family of Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager 

 
 

Children of Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager: 

 

+ 1.2.1 f 1. Leah Gail Shiner was born in Pennsylvania on 

September 23rd, 1938. 

 
Leah 

 

+ 1.2.2 m 2. Weems Wilden Shiner was born in 

Pennsylvania on November 13th, 1946. 

 
Weems 

 

 

 

Weems and Leah Shiner 
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1.1.7.5.4.2.1 – Leah Gail Shiner 

1938- 

 

Leah Gail Shiner was born on Friday, September 23rd, 1938, in Pennsylvania, 
USA. She is the daughter of Wilden Leroy Shiner (1.1.7.5.4.2) and Catherine 

Daisy Yeager. 

Leah Gail graduated in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania, in 1956. 

 
Leah Gail married Kenneth Harry “Kenny” Paden in 1958 in Nescopeck. They 

have three children. 

Kenneth Harry was born on Wednesday, April 22nd, 1936. He is the son of Floyd 

Wilmer Paden and Edna Mary Slusser. 

He graduated in Nescopeck in 1954. 
 

Kenny and Leah have three children: 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1   Susan Kay Paden (1960 – ) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2   Brian Lee Paden (1963 – ) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.3   Kevin Lee Paden (1969 – ) 

 

 

Leah Shiner 

 

Leah Shiner (1954) 
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Family of Kenneth Paden and Leah Shiner 

 

 
 

Children of Leah Shiner and Kenneth Paden: 

 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1  f 1. Susan Key Paden 

 

Susan Paden was born October 6th, 1960 in Pennsylvania. 

Susan married Wayne Keith Larson in 1984.  This marriage ended in divorce 

on July 26th, 2001. 

Wayne Larson was born March 9th, 1961.   

Wayne and Susan have two daughters: 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1.1   Tracy Alison Larson (1985 – ) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1.2   Sandy Rae Larson (1987 – ) 

 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2  m 2. Brian Lee Paden 

 

Brian Paden was born March 20th, 1963 in Pennsylvania. 

Brian has two known marriages.  Brian first married Sun Wi Yi on December 

29th, 1983.  This marriage ended in divorce on October 3rd, 2000. 

Sun Yi was born in South Korea on January 10th, 1961. 

Brian and Sun Yi have two daughters: 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2.1   Cynthia Ann Paden (1984 – ) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.1.2.2   Sherry Lynn Paden (1990 – ) 

 

Brian second married Deborah Ann Traversie on November 28th, 2000.  No 
children were born in this marriage. 
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1.1.7.5.4.2.1.3  m 3. Kevin Lee Paden 

 

Kevin Paden was born November 23rd 1969 in Pennsylvania. 

Kevin married Susan Houck.  This marriage ended in divorce with no children 

born to this marriage. 
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1.1.7.5.4.2.2 – Weems Wilden Shiner 

1946 – 

 

Weems Wilden Shiner was born on Wednesday, November 13th, 1946, in 
Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania, USA. He is the son of Wilden Leroy 

Shiner (1.1.7.5.4.2) and Catherine Daisy Yeager. 

 

Weems has three known marriages.  Weems, at the age of 18, first married 
Ramona M Stanley on October 16th, 1965.  They filed for divorce in December 

1968 and the divorce was granted in March 1969.  

Ramona is the daughter of James Stanely and Eva Jean Knecht.  She was born 

on July 18th, 1948.  Following her marriage to Weems she married Clem Ritter. 

Weems and Ramona have two children: 

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.1   Anthony Lee Shiner (1966 – ) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.2   Kimberly Ann Shiner (1967 – ) 

 

At the age of 23, Weems married Sharon Lea Yohey on Saturday, June 27th, 

1970, in Orangeville, Columbia, Pennsylvania, when she was 23 years old.  A 

divorce was granted to this marriage in June 1982. They had three children. 

Sharon Lea was born on Tuesday, November 12th, 1946. She is the daughter of 

Arther Allen Yohey and Patricia S Holter. 

Weems and Sharon have three children: 

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.3   Eric Allen Shiner (1970 – ) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.4   Tracey Dawn Shiner (1972 – 2020) 

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.5   Jason Weems Shiner (1974 – ) 

 

At the age of 36, Weems married Julie Ann Lapp on Saturday, October 8th, 
1983, in Hershey, Dauphin, Pennsylvania, when she was 25 years old. They had 

one son. 

Julie Ann was born in Lancaster, Lancaster, on Tuesday, June 3rd, 1958.  She 

was the daughter of George Roland Lapp Sr and Theora A Sager. She graduated 
from Elizabethtown High School on June 4th, 1976.  Julie met Susan Paden 

(1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1) while working at McDonald’s fast food restaurant.  This led to 

Julie moving in with Susan and her parents, Kenny and Leah (Shiner) Paden.  

When Weems was visiting Kenny and Leah with his girlfriend and a mutual friend 

there was contention between Weems and his girlfriend during the trip.  Weems 
wanting to go golfing and his girlfriend not led to the climax of a fight that 
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resulted in the girlfriend and mutual friend leaving and Weems taking Julie 

golfing instead, starting the relationship between Julie and Weems. 

Julie reached 64 years of age and died from pancreatic cancer at Geisinger 

Medical Center in Danville, Montour, Pennsylvania on April 23rd, 2024. She was 

buried at Mount Zion Cemetery in Briggsville, Nescopeck Township, Luzerne, 

Pennsylvania on May 2nd, 2024. 

Weems and Julie have one son: 

1.1.7.5.4.2.2.6   Timothy Michael Shiner (1984 – ) 

 

 

Weems Shiner 

 

Weems Shiner 
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Weems Shiner, with his ‘67 Mach 1 Mustang  

 

 
Weems and Julie’s wedding (October 8th, 1983) 

with Julie’s parents Roland and Theora (left) and Weems’ parents Wilden and Catherine (right) 
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Legal Records 
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Document Index 

The following provides a list of the documents of legal record related to Wilden 

Shiner. 

 

US Federal Census Records 
Year Document Type Location Page 

1920 US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 37 

1930 US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 38 

1940 US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 39 

1950 US Federal Census Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 40 

1960 US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government  

1970 US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government  

1980 US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government  

1990 US Federal Census Record not yet released by the government  

 

Taxes, Deeds and Newspaper Clippings 

None currently. 
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Census Records 

 

A US Federal Census of the population of the United States has been taken 
every ten years by the federal government since 1790. Census records are 

restricted (not released to the public) for seventy-two years after the census is 

taken in order to protect the privacy of the individuals surveyed. 

 
The Septennial Census was conducted every seven years from 1779 to 1863, 

enumerating taxpayers for the purpose of determining representation in the 

General Assembly. Only about 11% of the original records have survived and the 

only information provided in most of the surviving returns is the name of the 
taxpayer, though occasionally the occupation is also given.  The style and details 

of enumeration varies for the different counties and in different periods of time. 

All counties have lists of "Taxable inhabitants" and "freemen", while others also 

include "inmates". Commencing in 1800, the age, name, gender and place of 

residence of each slave is also frequently given and occasionally the name of the 
slave's owner. Last names of slaves are usually not given because changes in 

ownership would have altered these over time. 
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1920 US Federal Census 

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Spencer Shiner owns a house at 205 Second Street.  Living with him is his wife, 
Blanche, his children, Mildred and Wilden, and his parents, John Wesley and 

Catherine Mary Johnson.  Spencer’s occupation is noted mechanic. 
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1930 US Federal Census 

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Spencer Shiner owns a house at 425 W Fifth Street, works on cars, living with 
his wife Blanche, his children Mildred, Wilden and Donald and his mother 

Catherine Johnson. 
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1940 US Federal Census 

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 

 

 

Wilden Shiner is renting a house at 514 Second Street.  Living with him is his 
wife, Catharine, and his daughter, Leah. 
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1950 US Federal Census 

Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 

 
Wilden Shiner is living with his wife, Catharine, and his children, Leah and 

Weems.  He is an attendant at a hospital for his occupation.  Note that Polly 
(Yeager) Herring, Catharine’s aunt, is living in the house next to them. 
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Early Life of Wilden 
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Wilden’s birth certificate 
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Wilden’s birth certificate 
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Wilden’s certificate of confirmation (August 25th, 1915) 
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Wilden’s certificate of baptism (April 18th, 1916) 
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Mildred and Wilden Shiner 
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Mildred and Wilden Shiner 

 

 

 
Wilden and Mildred Shiner with their mother, Blanche (Miller) Shiner 
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Wilden’s certificate of promotion from elementary school into high school 

 

 

Wilden Shiner 

 

Mildred Shiner (left) and Wilden Shiner (right), 
unknown children between 
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Donald and Wilden Shiner 

 

Esther, Mildred, Kenneth and Wilden Shiner (cousins) 
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Wilden Shiner 

 

Wilden Shiner 

 

Donald and Wilden Shiner 

 

Wilden and Mildred Shiner 
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Nescopeck High School Class picture, 

Wilden is first row, second from left (dark sweater) 
 

 
Wilden Shiner (1930) 
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Nescopeck High School Class picture, 

Wilden is third row (first standing row), fifth from right (suspenders) 
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Wilden’s high school diploma (above) and high school graduation pictures (below) 
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Wilden’s teaching certificate from the Lutheran Church  
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Catherine Yeager 
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Catherine Daisy Yeager 

1917 – 1991 

 

Catherine was born June 3rd, 1917 in Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania.  She 
was the daughter of Moses Victor Yeager and Mary Irene Kishbaugh.  She died 

on December 28th, 1991 in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania.  Catherine was 

buried at Mount Zion Cemetery in Nescopeck. 
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Catherine (child) with her parents, Mary and Moses Yeager (1917) 
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Catherine’s birth certificate 
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Catherine Daisy Yeager 
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Catherine Daisy Yeager 
 

  

 



Andrew Shiner Anthology – Life of Wilden Shiner 

 

- 68 -   

 
 
 
 

 
Catherine Daisy Yeager 
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Marriage of Wilden and Catherine 

 

 

Wilden and Catherine Shiner on their wedding day (November 25th, 1937) 
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Marriage license granted for Wilden Shiner and 
Catherine Yeager, The Time Leaders (Bloomsburg, 

Pennsylvania), Tuesday, November 16th, 1937, 
page 27 

 

Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager wed, Berwick 
Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania), Friday, 

November 26th, 1937, page 13 
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Wilden Shiner and Catherine Yeager’s marriage application 
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Wilden and Catherine’s marriage application (Wilden’s details, zoomed and straightened) 

 
 

 
Wilden and Catherine’s marriage application (Catherine’s details, zoomed and straightened) 
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Saint James Luteran Church 

1488 Zenith Road, Nescopeck, Pennsylvania 
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Wilden and Catherine’s marriage certificate 
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Wilden and Catherine’s house in Zenith, Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania (front view) 

 

This house was built by Samuel [1811-1873] and Elizabeth (Harter) [1817-1905] Miller in an unknown year. 
Samuel and Elizabeth were the parents of John Hiram Miller [1856-1922] and Lydia Alice Miller [1860-1939], 
who were both born in this house.  John Miller is the father of Blanche (Miller) Shiner, Wilden’s mother.  
Lydia Miller married Micheal Yeager, and it is believed that Michael and Lydia sold the house to Spencer and 
Blanche Shiner for Wilden. 
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Wilden and Catherine’s house in Zenith, Nescopeck, Luzerne, Pennsylvania (rear view) 

 

 

Catherine at the “out house” (outside bathroom) 
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Wilden Shiner 

 

Wilden Shiner 
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Spencer Shiner (left), Wilden Shiner (right), 

Catherine Johnson (sitting, Spencer’s mother), Leah Shiner (child) 
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Wilden and Catherine (Yeager) Shiner with their daughter, Leah shiner 
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Wilden and Catherine (Yeager) Shiner (1942)
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Andrew Shiner Anthology – Life of Wilden Shiner 

 

- 82 -   

 

 

 

World War II 
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Overview and History 

World War II erupted in 1939 as rising dictatorships in Europe and Asia pursued 

expansion through force, drawing nations into a conflict that quickly spanned the 
globe. For years the United States remained officially neutral, though it supported 

Allied nations through aid and growing military preparation. That changed after 

the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, when the U.S. entered 

the war fully. 
 

Wilden was drafted in February of 1944, and reported for duty in Hazleton, 

Luzerne, Pennsylvania on March 8th, 1944.  In October of 1944 he had completed 

basic training and a study at the hospital corps school. On May 11th, 1945 he 
boarded the U.S. Navy Ship USS Benevolence, a new ship to the Navy’s fleet.  

Wilden served on this ship until December 12th, 1945, and then exited the U.S. 

Navy on December 24th, 1945 in Bainbridge, Cecil, Maryland. 

 

 

 

Wilden’s World War II draft registration card 
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(above) Twelve Men, The Morning Press 
(Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), Wednesday, March 

2nd, 1944, page 5 

 

(left) Nescopeck Men, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick, 
Pennsylvania), Saturday, February 12th, 1944, pg 1 
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Wilden Shiner at military camp (Victoria, Kansas; 1945),  
Wilden’s barracks marked with an X in below picture 
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Wilden’s dorm rooms marked with an X. 
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Medical Unit, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 

Wednesday, October 11th, 1944, page 5 
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(above) Wilden’s certificate of graduation from the 
US Navy Hospital Corps 

 
 

(right) Wilden Shiner in US Navy Hospital Corps 
uniform 
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The USS Benevolence docked at Pearl Harbor (July 1945).  This is the US Navy ship that Wilden served on 
during World War II.  Below are cards that Wilden received while serving on this ship – the Golden Dragon 
noting his crossing of the international date line and the rising sun noting the ship and himself present at 

Tokyo Bay when Japan signed the surrender terms at the end of World War II.  
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Benevolence (AH-13) 
1945-1950  
 
(AH-13: displacement 15,400 (limiting); length 520'0"; beam 71'6"; draft 24'0"; speed 17.5 
knots; complement 574; class Haven; type C4-S-B2) 
 
Benevolence was given a name in keeping with the mission of hospital ships.  
Marine Lion was laid down on 26 July 1943 at Chester, Pa., by the Sun Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Co. under a Maritime Commission contract (M.C. Hull 744); renamed Benevolence and 
designated a hospital ship AH-13 on 22 June 1944; launched on 10 July 1944; sponsored 
by Mrs. Daisy Hunter; delivered to the Navy on 31 July 1944; converted to naval service at 
Brooklyn, N.Y., by Todd Erie Basin Shipyard, Inc.; and commissioned on 12 May 1945, Capt. 
Clyde C. Laws in command. 
 
The hospital ship spent about a month taking on stores and conducting shakedown training 
in Chesapeake Bay. On 17 June 1945, the ship passed between Capes Henry and Charles 
into the Atlantic Ocean on her way to duty with the Pacific Fleet. She transited the Panama 
Canal on 22 June and continued her voyage west to Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii. She 
arrived at the Oahu naval base on 6 July and laid over there until the 17th when she sailed 
for the Marshall Islands. On 25 July, Benevolence entered the lagoon at Eniwetok Atoll and 
remained there through the end of hostilities, ministering to the sick and the wounded. On 
16 August, Benevolence stood out of Eniwetok on her way to join Task Group (TG) 30.8, 
the Third Fleet support group. For about two weeks, she operated in the area set aside for 
hospital ships providing readily available medical support. On 29 August, the ship anchored 
at the Yokosuka Naval Base on the island of Honshu in Japan. There, she ministered to many 
of the liberated prisoners of war and civilian internees. 
That and similar duty filled her days and nights until 27 November 1945 when, with about 
1,000 passengers embarked, Benevolence began the voyage back to the United States. She 
brought her precious human cargo safely into San Francisco, Calif., on 12 December. During 
the following two months, the hospital ship made three round-trip voyages between San 
Francisco and Pearl Harbor, transporting homeward-bound servicemen on the last leg of 
their journey across the Pacific Ocean. She concluded her third Magic Carpet voyage at San 
Francisco on 15 February 1946 and began a six week upkeep period. 
 
On 1 April 1946, Benevolence was assigned to Service Division (ServDiv) 11, Service 
Squadron (ServRon) 3, Pacific Fleet, and began preparations for duty with Joint Task Force 
1, the task organization charged with prosecuting Operation Crossroads, the atomic bomb 
tests at Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands. On 27 April, she stood out of San Francisco on 
her way to the Marshalls. The hospital ship anchored in the lagoon at Kwajalein Atoll, the 
staging area for the tests, on 9 May. Twelve days later, Benevolence moved on to the site 
of the tests in company with the ships of TG 1.8. She remained in the vicinity of Bikini Atoll 
through the duration of the tests providing medical support services. On 29 August, the 
hospital ship departed the area for home. She arrived back in San Francisco on 8 September. 
 
Benevolence remained at San Francisco for 19 days. On 27 September 1946, she headed 
back to the Far East. Arriving in Tsingtao, China, on 14 October, she served as station 
hospital ship there until 3 March 1947. Benevolence departed Tsingtao on 3 March and 
arrived at Oakland, Calif., on the 18th. On 1 April 1947, she began inactivation overhaul at 
the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard. The hospital ship was placed out of commission in reserve. 
Assigned to the Pacific Reserve Fleet, she lay berthed at Mare Island, Calif., for almost three 
years. 
 
In the summer of 1950, the outbreak of hostilities in Korea prompted the recall of many 
reserve ships to active service, and Benevolence returned to duty as a unit of the Military 
Sea Transportation Service during the latter part of August 1950. However, on 25 August 
1950, while returning to San Francisco from a trial run in a dense fog, Benevolence was 
struck by the merchant ship Mary Luckenbach. The hospital ship sank within 20 minutes, 
about four miles off the Golden Gate. Human losses totaled 18 dead and 13 unaccounted 
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for, both civilian and naval personnel. Her name was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register 
on 20 December 1950 after salvage attempts ended in failure. 
 
Raymond A. Mann 
7 February 2006 
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/b/benevolence-i.html  
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Benevolence in Tokyo Bay: The USS Benevolence (AH-13) 
 
The USS Benevolence was one of three hospital ships in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945. 
The ship served as a haven and first stop in rehabilitation for thousands of Allied POWs. 
 
The impressive 300-vessel display of Allied naval power in Tokyo Bay assembled for the 
Japanese surrender aboard the USS Missouri on September 2, 1945 included three US 
hospital ships. One was Army-operated—the USAHS Marigold and the others were the Navy 
ships, USS Rescue and USS Benevolence. 
 
The very end of the war saw a tactical shift in the deployment of hospital ships. Initially, 
they were used as floating ambulances intended to “scoop and sail,” to ferry the wounded 
from the battlefront to a facility onshore. Later, as combat losses mounted and injuries 
soared, they became active combat care units. Beginning with the invasion of Iwo Jima, 
Halsey ordered early, forward use of hospital ships to treat and stage the wounded aboard. 
Hospital ships used in this way, as operating theaters, allowed for a quicker return-to-duty 
rate and higher retention of the fighting strength. 
When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, the US Navy had only two hospital ships in 
service. Due to disagreements over availability and use of these vessels, the Army 
established its own fleet of hospital ships for use in the Atlantic and Mediterranean. The 
distances of the Pacific and the insufficient number of specially-outfitted craft remained a 
problem in the early war years, but by October 1944, additional resources were made 
available as hospital ships were transferred to the Pacific Fleet and others were newly-
commissioned. 
 
The proximity of hospital ships to combat operations was tricky for several reasons. Under 
the protections of the Geneva and Hague Conventions, hospital ships painted white and 
marked with the Red Cross, were to be sheltered from enemy fire. As protected vessels, the 
hospital ships were also under orders to remain lit at all times. So within a group of other 
un-protected vessels, they could be subject to accidental hits—or they could draw fire to 
nearby unprotected ships by their lights. One hospital ship, the USS Comfort was subject to 
a kamikaze attack off Okinawa on April 28, 1945, killing 17 in the surgery unit. Even still, 
the forward deployment of hospital ships during the latter campaigns of the war proved 
successful. 
 

 
The USS Benevolence. Picture provided by Martha Torisky Dempsey. 
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By the end of the war, the US Navy operated 15 hospital ships. The USS Benevolence (AH-
13) was new to the “mercy fleet,” commissioned on May 12, 1945. Todd Shipyard in 
Brooklyn converted the cargo ship SS Marine Lion into a fully outfitted and air-conditioned 
floating hospital. She had a bed capacity of 802 patients with the ability to increase. The 
crew consisted of 58 officers, 30 nurses, two Red Cross workers, 24 chief petty officers, 230 
crew members, and 238 hospital corpsmen. The Benevolence and other Haven-class ships 
featured increased numbers of hoists and ladders to take wounded aboard, ready rooms for 
treating shock patients, and also laboratories. The air-conditioning throughout the hospital 
and crew’s spaces was particularly revolutionary; they were the first Navy vessels to feature 
this modern convenience. They also featured four operating rooms, a dental clinic, 
physiotherapy and radiography rooms, and a neuropsychiatric unit. They contained lounges 
and recreation facilities for the patients. Adding to the patients’ comforts was an in bed/berth 
entertainment system, almost like that of modern airplanes, described as “ear phones or 
pillow phones hooked into a five-channel entertainment broadcast system. A master 
receiving set will provide long and short wave radio programs. Phonograph music will be 
carried over the ship’s hookup.” The nurses’ quarters, referred to as “nurse’s country,” was 
a self-contained area with a separate mess. Each floating hospital also carried a packed and 
crated field hospital, which could be established on shore. For this purpose, they also carried 
a station wagon and ambulance, which had to be maintained during the voyage. 
 
The Benevolence left Pearl Harbor on July 6, 1945 with Captain C.C. Laws as the 
Commanding Officer and Capt. F.L. McDaniel, the Senior Medical Officer. They sailed to the 
Pacific without an escort until Eniwetok, where on July 26, they received their first patients. 
When embarking patients, the Admitting Officer would make a quick diagnosis on deck and 
assign the patient to one of the ship’s wards. On August 12, they left the Marshall Islands 
to join the Third Fleet, with the aim of treating troops in the upcoming invasion of Japan. 
When the atomic bombs were dropped, their mission changed. Instead of tending to 
casualties, their primary focus was to evaluate and treat liberated prisoners of war, most of 
whom had spent three long years in Japanese captivity. 
 
On August 29, 1945, the Benevolence and two other hospital ships, the USS Rescue and 
USS Tranquility, entered Tokyo Bay with the Third Fleet. The waters were still unsecured. 
Mines had been cut loose from their chains by the Japanese and floated untethered in the 
bay; danger afloat. Even later, during the surrender ceremony, there were fears that the 
event could be subject to kamikaze attack. 
 
After only a few hours in Tokyo Bay, the hospital ships began to receive their patients. Rear 
Admiral Arlene Duerk, one of the Navy’s first female Admirals and Chief of the Navy Nurse 
Corps from 1970-1972, was a nurse aboard the first voyage of the Benevolence. She 
recalled processing patients for 36 hours straight. After their ship was full, they transferred 
them to other ships. First stop aboard was a decontamination ward; the ambulatory patients 
were instructed to strip naked and shower, they were then treated with disinfectants and 
deloused and issued new uniforms. Some of the men who had been POWs for years were 
reluctant to give up clothes they had just received from B-29 supply drops after having been 
in captivity so long without sufficient clothing. Debriefing interviews by military intelligence 
officers took place and the refeeding process began, accompanied by TLC (actually 
prescribed in regulations.) Sgt. Ferdinand Spacal from Chicago, 20th Air Force POW, arrived 
on the Benevolence on August 29. He reported in a letter, “That ship ‘Benevolence’ sure is 
swell and up to date in all respects.” The Benevolence processed thousands of patients 
including British Lt. General Arthur Percival and General Jonathan Wainwright as well as 
several other Medal of Honor recipients including Admiral Richard O’Kane and Major “Pappy” 
Boyington. 
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Former POW Cpl. Leopold Anthony Mulikowski of Muskegon, Michigan on the USS 

Benevolence, August 30, 1945. Mounted behind him is the “pillow phone” entertainment 
system. Official US Navy Photograph. 

 
Navy Nurse Dorothy Davis, from the USS Rescue, recalled treating the POWs, “It was an 
interesting experience, though heartbreaking at times, to learn that the elderly-looking, 
emaciated gentleman before you was a boy in his twenties…” A ship history from 
the Benevolence notes of the arrival of the newly-liberated men, “Seeing, with our own 
eyes, these victims of Japanese atrocities, their thin and emaciated bodies, but happy faces 
(these people—the heroes of any war)—All of us, our thoughts, WHAT PRICE THIS GLORY?” 
 

 
Former POW Alfred Sorenson with Navy Nurse Lt. Asplan on the USS Benevolence on 

August 30,1945. Official US Navy Photograph. 



World War II 

  - 95 - 

 
The patients and crew of the Benevolence were among the thousands who witnessed 
General Douglas Macarthur declare his hopes for a better world in the 23-minute ceremony 
on September 2nd. Navy Nurse Ethel Buler said that day aboard the Benevolence was one 
of the highlights of her career. She recalled, “The Benevolence was docked to the port side 
of the Missouri and we were able to see the ceremony with the aid of binoculars. Peace at 
last!” Former POW and patient Sgt. Ferdinand Spacal later wrote a friend, “...I suppose you 
listened to Japans [sic] surrender on Sept. 2...We all did from the ‘Benevolence’ while still 
in Tokyo Bay and sure enjoyed it, too, that was indeed a great day!” 
 

 
Navy nurses Martha Torisky (R) and Rita McMahon on the Benevolence in Tokyo Bay. 

Picture provided by Martha Torisky Dempsey. 
 
Although most of the other vessels departed in the days and weeks following, the 
Benevolence stayed on in Tokyo Bay until November, serving as the hospital for the 3rd 
and 7th Fleets in Yokohama. She returned home in December 1945 and witnessed another 
legendary event in June 1946, Operation Crossroads at Bikini Atoll. On August 25, 1950, 
preparing to support Korean War troops, the Benevolence collided with another vessel in 
heavy fog near San Francisco, sinking with a loss of 23 individuals. 
 
 
Kim Guise. "Benevolence in Tokyo Bay: The USS Benevolence (AH-13)"  
Published September 2, 2020. Accessed March 20, 2026. 
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/uss-benevolence-tokyo-bay. 
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A letter to Catherine (page 1 of 4) 
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A letter to Catherine (page 2 of 4) 
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A letter to Catherine (page 3 of 4) 
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A letter to Catherine (page 4 of 4) 
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Wilden Shiner in Navy uniform in front of his house (Unknown year) 
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(above) Wilden’s Honorable Discharge certificate from the U.S. Navy 
 

(below) Wilden’s authorization for ribbons on his uniform 
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Wilden’s Notice of Separation from the U.S. Navy 
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Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 1 of 4) 
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Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 2 of 4) 
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Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 3 of 4) 
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Wilden’s veteran compensation document (page 4 of 4)
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Post War Life 
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Nursing 

 

Following the war Wilden worked at various hospitals.  These include the 
Berwick Hospital in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania and the VA Hospital in 

Coral Gables, Miami-Dade, Florida. 

 

 
Wilden at the Berwick Hospital, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania),  

Tuesday, October 18th, 1949, page 1 
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Post card of Veteran’s Administration (VA)Hospital in Coral Gables. Florida (1955) 

 
The Biltmore Hotel was completed in 1926 and became the tallest building in Florida at 315 
feet (96 meters) holding the record as Florida's tallest building until 1928 when the Dade 
County Courthouse was built. At one time, the pool was the largest pool in the world and 
employed swimming instructor (and later Tarzan actor) Johnny Weissmuller. 
 
With the onset of World War II, the War Department took over the hotel, converting it to a 
1,200-bed hospital in November 1942. The building was transferred to the Army in 1946 
and renamed Pratt General Hospital.  Many of the windows were sealed with concrete, and 
the marble floors covered with government-issue linoleum. The hospital was transferred 
from the Army to the Veterans Administration (VA) in July 1947.  Also the early site of The 
University of Miami's School of Medicine, Pratt General Hospital remained a VA hospital, with 
450 beds, until a newer facility opened nearby in May 1968 and the building was vacated. 
 
In 1973, through the Historic Monuments Act and Legacy of Parks program, the City of Coral 
Gables was granted ownership control. The building remained unoccupied for almost 10 
years. Then in 1983, the City oversaw its full restoration to be opened as a grand hotel. In 
1986, Miami Biltmore Hotel was designated a National Historic Landmark, and the hotel was 
reopened on December 31, 1987 as a luxury hotel and resort. 
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Veteran’s Administration (VA)Hospital in Coral Gables. Florida 

 

 
Wilden cleaning needles at Veteran’s Administration (VA)Hospital in Coral Gables. 
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Wilden in training (unknown hospital and year) 

 

  
Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner 
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Wilden Leroy Shiner 
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Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner 

 

 

Weems, Wilden and Leah Shiner 

 

  
Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner 
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Wilden’s Superior Performance Award at the VA Hospital 
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Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 1 of 5) 
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Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 2 of 5) 
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Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 3 of 5) 
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Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 4 of 5) 
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Nursing Review of Wilden Shiner (page 5 of 5) 
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Farming 

Following the war Wilden partook in farming in addition to working in a hospital.  

He had a goose farm that had 100+ geese at one point. 
 

 

Wilden’s barn, The Morning Press (Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), Saturday, September 25th, 1948, page 35 
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Wilden Shiner 
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Barn Party, Berwick Enterprise (Berwick, 
Pennsylvania), Friday, October 2nd, 1942, page 8 

 
Wilden’s “geese for sale” advertisement, Berwick 

Enterprise (Berwick, Pennsylvania), various dates in 
November, 1952 

 

 
White Embden Goose (above) and White Chinese 

Goose (below) 
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Wilden Shiner 

 

 

 
Leah Shiner, Polly Miller, Wilden Shiner 
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Wilden Shiner and Polly Miller (Wilden’s grandmother) 

 

 
Wilden Shiner 

 
Wilden Shiner 
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Wilden Shiner and Leah Shiner 

 

 
Wilden Shiner and Leah Shiner 
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Wilden Shiner and “Princess” 
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Family Pictures 
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Miller Family 
 

1. Blanche (Miller) Shiner 

2. Polly (Andres) Miller 

3. Charles John 

4. unknown 

5. Hiram Miller 

6. unknown 

 

 

7. Sarah Andreas 

8. Phillip Andreas 

9. John Andreas 

10. unknown 

11. unknown 

12. Wilden Shiner 

13. Mildred Shiner 
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Wilde, Leah and Catherine Shiner Catherine, Leah and Wilden Shiner 

 

 
Donald Shiner, Spencer Shiner, Blanche Shiner, Leah Shiner, Wilden Shiner, Catherine Shiner 

  



Family Pictures 

  - 133 - 

 
 

 
Shiner Family 

 

14. Doris (Herring) Babich 

15. Leah Shiner 

16. Guy Miller [Blanche’s brother] 

17. Mildred Shiner 

18. Catherine (Yeager) Shiner 

19. Wilden Shiner 

20. Polly (Andreas) Miller 

 

21. Edna (Whitebread) Miller [Guy’s wife] 

22. Blanche (Miller) Shiner 

23. Great Grandma Shiner? 

24. Dorothy Miller [Guy and Edna’s daughter] 

25. Spencer Shiner 

26. Gene Miller [Guy and Edna’s son] 
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Spencer Shiner’s Family [1945] 

 

1. Wilden Shiner 

2. Catherine (Yeager) Shiner 

3. Spencer Shiner 

4. Mildred Shiner 

5. Blanche (Miller) Shiner 

 

6. Unknown girlfriend of Donald Shiner 

7. Donald Shiner 

8. Polly (Andreas) Miller) 

9. Leah Shiner 

10. Catherine Johnson Shiner 
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Catherine (Yeager) Shiner, Polly Miller, Catherine Shiner, Leah Shiner, Spencer Shiner, Blanche Shiner 

[1944] 
 

 

Catherine and Wilden, Susan Paden (granddaughter) and Blanche Miller (Wilden’s mother) 
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Wilden Shiner and his daughter, Leah Shiner 

 

 
Weems Shiner, Catherine (Yeager) Shiner, Blanche (Miller) Shiner in Florida 
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Leah Shiner, Catherine (Yeager) Shiner, Weems Shiner and Blanche (Miller) Shiner in Florida 

 

 
Peter Babich, Doris (Herring) Babich, Catherine Shiner, Wilden Shiner, Leah Shiner 
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Catherine Shiner. Weems Shiner and Leah Shiner 

 

 

 
 

Wilden Shiner driver’s licenses 
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Wilden Shiner, Catherine Shiner, Weems Shiner, Leah Shiner 
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Leah and Wilden Shiner (standing), Catherine and Weems Shiner (sitting) 
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Catherine, Blanche, Weems, Polly Herring (standing), Wilden, Leah (sitting) 
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Catherine and Wilden Shiner with grandchildren, Brian and Susan Paden 
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Polly E. (Andreas) Miller, Blanche (Miller) Shiner, Wilden, Leah, Susan [November 21st, 1961] 
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Leah (Shiner) Paden, Susan Paden, Wilden Shiner, Blanche (Miller) Shiner [Hershey Park, July 1961] 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Family Pictures 

  - 145 - 

 
 

Aid for Wilden, The Times Leader (Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), 
Tuesday, March 11th, 1986, page 11 (above) and page 4B (below) 
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Wilden “Pappy” Shiner with grandson, Tim Shiner (Christmas 1986) 
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Wilden and Catherine, married 50 
years, Press Enterprise 
(Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), 
Tuesday, December 8th, 1987, 
page 24 
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Catherine and Wilden Shiner 

 

Catherine and Wilden Shiner with their children, Leah (Shiner) Paden and Weems Shiner 
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Catherine and Wilden Shiner (November 1991), this is the last known picture of Catherine and Wilden 

together before Catherine’s death. 
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Death and Burial 
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Obituaries and Funerals 

 

  
Catherine’s obituary, Citizen’s Voice (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania),  

Monday, December 30th, 1991,  page 29 
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Wilden’s obituary, Press Enterprise (Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania), 

Sunday, May 19th, 1996, page 4 
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Memorial Card from Wilden’s funeral 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – service details 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – pallbearers 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – interment details 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – family details 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – guest signatures (1 of 2) 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – guest signatures (2 of 2) 
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Funeral Register Book from Wilden’s funeral – service details 
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Mount Zion Cemetery 

This cemetery is in Nescopeck Township, next to the Mount Zion Church on 

Church Road about a mile northwest of Briggsville and four miles southeast of 
Berwick (Columbia County). It is owned by the Schloyersville Cemetery 

Association and is often referred to as Schloyersville Cemetery in obituaries and 

on death certificates.  This cemetary has an “old” and “new” portion of it, where 

the old piece was the Schloyersville Cemetery and the new piece the Mount Zion 
Cemetery.  With these cemeteries adjoining they were merged to be just one 

cemetery – the Mount Zion Cemetery. 

 

 

Behind the Mount Zion Church (front of the cemetery).  The Schloyersville Cemetery would be on the left 
side of this picture and the Mount Zion Cemetery would be on the right side of this picture. 
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Wilden and Chatherine’s headstone (2025) 

 

 
Headstones for Wilden and Catherine Shiner, Moses Yeager and Weems and Julie Shiner  
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Zenith House Demolition 

 

The house was determined not to be worth the cost of fix it to make it livable.  
The roof needed reapairs, there was no insulation, the electrical wiring was 

questionable.  When the house was pushed down there was dirt and mud falling 

from the walls, which is what was used for insulation in the house. 

 

 

Demolition of Zenith house 
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Demolition of Zenith house   
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