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Foreword 

 

This book is more than a collection of names, dates, and places—it is a tribute to 

the enduring legacy of Andrew Shiner and the generations that followed. What 
began as a spark of curiosity grown into a journey of discovery. Through careful 

research and family collaboration, we’ve pieced together the branches of a 
remarkable lineage. 

You’ll find dates, places, and connections here, but what I hope you’ll also feel is 
the heartbeat of our shared story. And that story isn’t finished. If you have a 

memory, a photo, or even a quirky anecdote—like the cousin who loved fishing 
but hated the taste of fish—I’d love to hear it. These little gems are what make 

our history come alive. 

Let this book be a foundation, not a finish line. Together, we can preserve not 
just the facts of our ancestry, but the spirit of the people who shaped it. 

 

 

Susan Kay (Paden) Larson [1.1.7.5.4.2.1.1], fifth 
great granddaughter of Andrew Shiner 

 

Timothy Michael Shiner [1.1.7.5.4.2.2.6], fifth 
great grandson of Andrew Shiner  
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Introduction 

 

The following pages list data for all known family members as of February 07, 
2025. 

Each immediate family is presented in their own section that contains a graphical 
family tree as well as a description with information about each referenced person 

and their children. The child section provides information about the children of 
the preceding couple. When a child has offspring of their own this is presented in 

a separate family section for that child. In this case a '+' is used to denote that 
an individual will appear later in the book as a parent with his/her own children 

and there is a link to the appropriate family reference number. For children with 
partners but no offspring the partner data is given with the reference family. 

Roman numerals, followed by a period, are used to indicate the birth order. 

In the chapter titled "Families of the Starting Person" the ancestors of Andrew 
Shiner and Margaret Smith are presented in a kind of enhanced Pedigree Chart 

which displays the graphic representation of their direct-line ancestors and the 
children of the couple. This chapter contains information about the couple whose 

offspring are listed in the later chapters. 

The chapter titled "Families of the Descendants" provides details (as known as of 

the publication date) for the offspring of Andrew Shiner and Margaret Smith. 
There is a chapter for each generation. Relatives are listed in the order of the 

nearness of their relationship. 

This document reports the details of 50 individuals, of whom 27 are male and 21 

are female. The sex of 2 individuals is unknown. Of the 31 individuals with 
recorded birth and death dates, the average lifespan was 57.1 years. Of these, 

15 males averaged 53.6 years, and 14 females averaged 57.6 years. The longest 
living male was Andrew J Shiner III (1846–1943), who died aged 96. The longest 

living female was Henrietta Shiner (1813–1905), who died aged 92.  
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Andrew Shiner 
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Life of Andrew Shiner 

1. Andrew Shiner was born on Monday, February 28th, 1757, in 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. Little is known about his 
child life and early adulthood.  It is not known who Andrew’s parents are, 

but one speculated set of parents is included in this book.   

Andrew is known to have married Margaret Smith, daughter of Richard 

Smith.  Andrew and Margaret are known to have eight children: James, 

Barbara, Evan, Elizabeth, Richard, Hannah, Andrew and William. 

Andrew served in the American Revolution, joined the Quakers and worked 
to build and improve the Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike running from 

Berwick, Pennsylvania to Elmira, New York.  Along this turnpike Andrew 

founded the town of Shinersville.   

 
 

 Andrew was employed as a gatekeeper on the Berwick-Nescopeck toll 
bridge.  He died in Berwick, Columbia, Pennsylvania, USA on July 7th, 

1844, at the age of 87.  He was buried in Berwick in 1844. Buried in the 

Quaker portion of the Pine Grove Cemetery.  A headstone for Andrew 
exists in the center of the cemetery in the “Soldier’s Circle” memorial, 

however, as a quaker his true burial location would have been an 

unmarked grave.  
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The Berwick Enterprise newspaper, on Friday June 
26th 1936, ran an article on Andrew Shiner.  This was 

the 150th year anniversary of the town of Berwick.  
This article outlines Andrew’s life with many of the 

facts verified by additional documents and citations 
within this book. 
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Parents of Andrew Shiner 

 

This books lists Johannes Peter Schoener (1737 – 1790) as the father of 
Andrew Shiner and his wife, Maria Appolonia Fertig (1737 – 1790) as Andrew’s 

mother.  There is no evidence that this couple are Andrew’s parents, nor is there 

any evidence of any other couple being his parents.   

On the website Ancestry.com several users created family trees have this 
couple listed as Andrew’s parents and it was decided to add these names to this 

book to serve as a starting point of research for those trying to determine and 

verify Andrew’s parents. 

Johannes Peter Schoener was born July 15th, 1737 in Ehrstädt, Rhein-Neckar-
Kreis, Baden-Wuerttemberg, Germany and emigrated to the American colonies 

in 1742 aboard the ship Francis and Elizabeth that arrived in Philadelphia on 
September 21, 1742.  Also board this ship was Peter’s father and mother, Johann 

Melchior Schoener (1711 – 1778) and Anna Maria Gieger (1717 – 1801). 

Note the last name “Schoener” is pronounced “Shay-ner”, which is similar to 

Andrew’s last name of “Shiner”, pronounce “Shine-er”. 
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Family of Andrew Shiner 
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 Andrew Shiner married Margaret N Smith in 1775 in Northampton 

County. They had eight children. 

 Margaret was born in 1765. She was the daughter of Richard E Smith.  

Her mother is not confirmed.  

 Margaret reached 81 years of age and died in Berwick, Columbia, on July 

10, 1846. She was buried in Berwick at the Pine Grove Cemetery.  
Because of being a member of the Quakers she would not have had a 

headstone to mark where she was buried. 
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These are the children of Andrew Shiner and Margaret N Smith.  Additional 

information can be found in the following section of this book. 

 

+ 1.1 m 1. James Shiner was born in Sugarloaf, Columbia, in 1783. 

He died in Sugarloaf, Luzerne, on November 06, 1852, at 

the age of 69. 

+ 1.2 f 2. Barbara Shiner was born in Pennsylvania on February 07, 
1788. She died in Berks County, Pennsylvania, on June 21, 

1854, at the age of 66. 

+ 1.3 m 3. Evan Shiner was born in Connecticut about 1791. He died 

in Berks County, Pennsylvania, on March 21, 1844, at the 

age of 53. 

+ 1.4 f 4. Elizabeth Shiner was born on December 17, 
1793. She died in Cherry, Sullivan, 

Pennsylvania, on July 04, 1841, at the age of 

47.  
Elizabeth 

 

+ 1.5 m 5. Richard Shiner was born in 1797. He died in Berks 

County, Pennsylvania, in 1802 at the age of 5. 

+ 1.6 f 6. Hannah Shiner was born in Columbia County, 

Pennsylvania, on January 04, 1799. She died in Dushore, 

Sullivan, on February 18, 1871, at the age of 72. 

+ 1.7 m 7. Andrew Andy Shiner Jr was born in Luzerne 
County on May 03, 1804. He died in Cranberry, 

Butler, on November 29, 1882, at the age of 

78.  
Andrew 

 

+ 1.8 m 8. William Shiner was born after 1805. He died in Berks 

County. 
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1.1. James Shiner was born in 1783 in Sugarloaf, Columbia, Pennsylvania, 

USA. He was the son of Andrew Shiner (1) and Margaret N Smith. 

 James died in Sugarloaf, Luzerne, on November 6th, 1852, at the age of 

69. 

 James married Jennie Chesney about 1800 in Bucks County. They had 

nine children. 

 Jennie was born in Pennsylvania in 1790. She reached 61 years of age 

and died in Berks County, Pennsylvania, in 1851. 

 

Children of James Shiner and Jennie Chesney: 

 1.1.1 m 1. Andrew Shiner was born about 1800. 

 1.1.2 f 2. Margaret Shiner was born about 1801. 

 1.1.3 f 3. Susannah Susan Shiner was born in Pennsylvania in 

1805. She died in Pennsylvania on August 12, 1868, at the 

age of 63. 

 1.1.4 f 4. Henrietta Shiner was born in Hanover, 
Luzerne, Pennsylvania, on May 06, 1813. She 

died in Flandreau, Moody, South Dakota, on 

December 13, 1905, at the age of 92.  
Henrietta 

 

 1.1.5  5. Chester W Shiner was born in Luzerne County 

on October 16, 1815. He or she died in 
Sugarloaf on December 02, 1887, at the age of 

72. Chester W was buried at Red Rock 

Cemetery in Red Rock. 

 
Chester 

 



Children of Andrew Shiner 

 

  - 27 - 

 

 1.1.6 f 6. Ellen Shiner was born in October 1817. 

 1.1.7 m 7. Justus Luther Shiner was born in Luzerne County on 

February 18, 1819. He died in Sugarloaf on July 11, 1859, 

at the age of 40. 

 

 1.1.8 m 8. James Shiner Jr.. 

 1.1.9 m 9. Thomas Shiner. 
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Barbara Shiner 
         

   

Jane 
 

Andrew 
 

Margaret N 
 

   

 
 

Shiner 
 

Smith 
 

   

1751–1829 
 

1757–1844 
 

1765–1846 
 

         

                              

                              

     
 

Mordecai 
 

Barbara 
 

 

Owen 
 

Shiner 
 

 

1777–1853 
 

1788–1854 
 

     

         

Marriage: 1808 
         

                              
                              

                       
           

Susanna 
           

           

Owen 
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1.2. Barbara Shiner was born on Thursday, February 07, 1788, in 
Pennsylvania, USA. She was the daughter of Andrew Shiner (1) and 

Margaret N Smith. 

 Barbara died in Berks County, Pennsylvania, on June 21, 1854, at the 

age of 66. She was buried in Catawissa, Columbia. 

 Barbara married Mordecai Owen in 1808 in Bucks County. They had 

one daughter. 

 Mordecai was born in Pennsylvania on Saturday, October 18, 1777. He 

was the son of Jane. 

 Mordecai reached 75 years of age and died in Berks County, 

Pennsylvania, on April 27, 1853. He was buried in Catawissa, Columbia. 

 

Daughter of Barbara Shiner and Mordecai Owen: 

 1.2.1 f 1. Susanna Owen was born in Pennsylvania about 1820. 
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1.3. Evan Shiner was born about 1791 in Connecticut, USA. He was the son 

of Andrew Shiner (1) and Margaret N Smith. 

 Evan died in Berks County, Pennsylvania, on March 21, 1844, at the age 

of 53. He was buried in Franklindale, Bradford. 

 Evan married Tenny Ann Lewis in 1815. They had two children. 

 Tenny Ann was born in Connecticut in 1787. She reached 57 years of age 
and died on April 03, 1844. Tenny Ann was buried in Franklindale, 

Bradford, Pennsylvania. 

 

Children of Evan Shiner and Tenny Ann Lewis: 

 1.3.1 m 1. Lucius Lewis Shiner was born in Bradford 

County on May 26, 1816. He served in the 

military in Pennsylvania. 

    Lewis died in Franklin, Franklin, Nebraska, on 

September 15, 1875, at the age of 59. 

 
Lewis 

 

    He was buried in Hildreth. 

 

 1.3.2 f 2. Caroline Shiner was born on February 06, 1825. She died 
on January 27, 1896, at the age of 70. Caroline was buried 

in Ulster, Bradford.
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1.4. Elizabeth Shiner was born on Tuesday, December 17, 

1793. She was the daughter of Andrew Shiner (1) and 

Margaret N Smith. 

 Elizabeth died in Cherry, Sullivan, Pennsylvania, USA, on 
July 04, 1841, at the age of 47. She was buried in Sullivan 

County. 

 
Elizabeth Shiner 

 

 Elizabeth Shiner married Amos Ellis Jr in 1818 in Cherry, 

Sullivan. They had two children. 

 Amos was born in Worcester County, Massachusetts, on 

Sunday, March 11, 1792. He was the son of Amos Ellis and 

(unknown given name).  
Amos Ellis Jr 

 

 Amos reached 69 years of age and died in Cherry, Sullivan, 

Pennsylvania, on October 11, 1861. He was buried in Sullivan County. 

 

Children of Elizabeth Shiner and Amos Ellis Jr: 

 1.4.1 m 1. Amos Ellis III was born in January 1826. He died on 

January 22, 1826. 

 1.4.2 f 2. Elizabeth Ellis.
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1.5. Richard Shiner was born in 1797. He was the son of Andrew Shiner (1) 

and Margaret N Smith. 

 Richard died in Berks County, Pennsylvania, USA, in 1802 at the age of 

5. He was buried in Berwick, Columbia.
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1.6. Hannah Shiner was born on Friday, January 04, 1799, in Columbia 
County, Pennsylvania, USA. She was the daughter of Andrew Shiner (1) 

and Margaret N Smith. 

 Hannah died in Dushore, Sullivan, on February 18, 1871, at the age of 

72. She was buried in Sullivan County. 

 At the age of 15, Hannah married Samual Jackson on Thursday, 
September 29, 1814, in Berwick, Columbia, when he was 25 years old. 

They had ten children. 

 Samual was born in Catawissa on Saturday, April 04, 1789. He reached 

50 years of age and died in Dushore, Sullivan, on January 25, 1840. 

Samual was buried in Sullivan County. 

 

Children of Hannah Shiner and Samual Jackson: 

 1.6.1 m 1. Gains Scott Jackson was born on October 07, 1816. 

 1.6.2 m 2. Andrew Jackson was born on January 02, 1819. 

 1.6.3 f 3. Eliza A Jackson was born on April 12, 1821. 

 1.6.4 f 4. Mary M Jackson was born in Dushore, Sullivan, on 

October 17, 1823. She died in Dushore on May 27, 1832, at 

the age of 8. 

 1.6.5 f 5. Susan Loretta Jackson was born in Dushore on 

September 06, 1826. 

 1.6.6 f 6. Angeline R Jackson was born in Dushore on November 

17, 1828. 
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 1.6.7 m 7. George W Jackson was born in Berwick, Columbia, on 

March 12, 1831. 

 

 1.6.8 m 8. John P Jackson was born in Dushore, Sullivan, on 

December 31, 1832. 

 

 1.6.9 m 9. Hugh D Jackson was born in Dushore on December 14, 

1834. 

 

 1.6.10 m 10. Samuel J Jackson Jr was born in Dushore on 
August 24, 1839. He died in Dushore on 

February 14, 1867, at the age of 27. Samuel J 

was buried in Sullivan County.  
Samuel 
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1.7. Andrew Andy Shiner Jr was born on Thursday, May 03, 
1804, in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, USA. He was the son 

of Andrew Shiner (1) and Margaret N Smith. 

 Andy died in Cranberry, Butler, on November 29, 1882, at 

the age of 78. He was buried at Beringer Cemetery in 

Bullion, Venango. 

 
Andrew Andy 

Shiner Jr 
 

 Andy married Nancy Blakely about 1824. They had ten 

children. 

 Nancy was born in Westmoreland, Pennsylvania, in 1810. 

She reached 70 years of age and died in Clinton, Venango, 
Pennsylvania, USA, on August 30, 1880. Nancy was buried 

at Beringer Cemetery in Bullion. 

 
Nancy Blakely 

 

 

Children of Andrew Andy Shiner Jr and Nancy Blakely: 

 1.7.1 f 1. Mary Ann Shiner was born in Pennsylvania on 

March 23, 1830. She died in Sandy Creek on 
January 04, 1861, at the age of 30. Mary Ann 

was buried in Venango County.  
Mary 

 

 

 1.7.2 m 2. James Shiner was born in Sandycreek 
Township, Venango, Pennsylvania, on February 

02, 1831. 
 

James 
 

    He served in the military in Harrisville, Butler, Pennsylvania, 
on December 16, 1861. James died in Greenwood on 

August 23, 1898, at the age of 67. He was buried in Bullion, 

Venango. 



Children of Andrew Shiner 

 

  - 35 - 

 

 1.7.3 f 3. Sarah Jane Shiner was born in Venango 
County on April 27, 1835. She died in 

Sandycreek Township, Venango, on August 16, 
1863, at the age of 28. Sarah Jane was buried 

in Venango County. 

 
Sarah 

 

 1.7.4 m 4. Justice Shiner was born in Pennsylvania on February 28, 

1837. He died in Petroleum Center on June 16, 1875, at the 

age of 38. 

 

 1.7.5 m 5. John Bonner Shiner was born in Sandy Creek, Venango, 

Pennsylvania, on March 29, 1840. He died in Cranberry on 
October 15, 1910, at the age of 70. John Bonner was buried 

in Brandon. 

 

 1.7.6 m 6. Thomas Shiner was born in 1842. 

 1.7.7 f 7. Nancy Jane Shiner was born in Pennsylvania 

on June 15, 1844. She died in Bullion on 
August 15, 1898, at the age of 54. Nancy Jane 

was buried in Bullion.  
Nancy 

 

 

 1.7.8 m 8. Andrew J Shiner III was born in Sandy Creek, Venango, 
Pennsylvania, on December 26, 1846. He died in Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma, on November 04, 1943, at the age of 96. 

Andrew J was buried in Tulsa, Tulsa. 

 

 1.7.9 m 9. David Shiner was born in Sandy Creek in 1849. 

 

 1.7.10 m 10. George Shiner was born in 1853. He died in 1853. 
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1.8. William Shiner was born after 1805. He was the son of Andrew 

Shiner (1) and Margaret N Smith. 

 William died in Berks County, Pennsylvania, USA. 
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Pennsylvania 
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Modern Pennsylvania 

 
The following map represents the current Pennsylvania counties.  During the 

life of Andrew Shiner the state of Pennsylvania was still being formed to what it 
is nowadays.  The following section will walk through how Pennsylvania was 

shaped during Andrew’s life. 
 

 
 

County Abbreviations 

Ad - Adams 

Al - Allegheny 

Ar - Armstrong 

Bea - Beaver 

Bed - Bedford 

Ber - Berks 

Bl - Blair 
Br - Bradford 

Buc - Bucks 

But - Butler 

Car - Carbon 

Cbr - Cambria 

Cen - Centre 

Ch - Chester 

Cla - Clarion 

Cle - Clearfield 

Cli - Clinton 

Co - Columbia 

Cr - Crawford 

Crn - Cameron 

Cu - Cumberland 

Da - Dauphin 
De - Delaware 

Elk - Elk 

Er - Erie 

Fa - Fayette 

Fo - Forest 

Fr - Franklin 

Fu - Fulton 

Gr - Greene 

Hu - Huntingdon 

In - Indiana 

Je - Jefferson 

Ju - Juniata 

Lac - Lackawanna 

Lan - Lancaster 

Law - Lawrence 
Leb - Lebanon 

Leh - Lehigh 

Lu - Luzerne 

Ly - Lycoming 

McK - McKean 

Me - Mercer 

Mi - Mifflin 

Mro - Monroe 

Mtr - Montour 

Mty - Montgomery 

Nhn - Northampton 

Nud - Northumberland 
Pe - Perry 
Ph - Philadelphia 

Pi - Pike 
Po - Potter 

Sc - Schuylkill 

Sn - Snyder 

So - Somerset 

Sul - Sullivan 

Sus - Susquehanna 

Ti - Tioga 

Un - Union 

Ve - Venango 

War - Warren 

Was - Washington 

Way - Wayne 

We - Westmoreland 

Wy - Wyoming 

Yor - York 

https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/adams-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/allegheny-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/armstrong-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/beaver-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/bedford-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/berks-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/blair-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/bradford-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/bucks-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/butler-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/carbon-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/cambria-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/centre-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/chester-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/clarion-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/clearfield-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/clinton-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/columbia-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/crawford-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/cameron-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/cumberland-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/dauphin-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/delaware-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/elk-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/erie-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/fayette-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/forest-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/franklin-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/fulton-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/greene-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/huntingdon-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/indiana-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/jefferson-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/juniata-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/lackawanna-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/lancaster-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/lawrence-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/lebanon-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/lehigh-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/luzerne-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/lycoming-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/mckean-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/mercer-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/mifflin-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/monroe-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/montour-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/montgomery-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/northampton-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/northumberland-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/perry-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/philadelphia-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/pike-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/potter-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/schuylkill-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/snyder-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/somerset-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/sullivan-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/susquehanna-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/tioga-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/union-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/venango-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/warren-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/washington-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/wayne-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/westmoreland-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/wyoming-county/
https://www.raogk.org/pennsylvania/york-county/
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County Formation 

 
The following dates and notes walk through the formation of counties relevant to 

Andrew Shiner’s life.  This is not a complete or comprehensive list of county 
formations as most does not pertain to Andrew Shiner.  For a complete overview 

of county formation in Pennsylvania please visit this website:  
https://www.mapofus.org/pennsylvania/. 

 
 

1757 

Andrew Shiner was born in 1757.   
At this time only eight counties existed with Northampton County, Berks County 
and Cumberland County stretching westward prior to settlements being fully 
established in the west. 

 

 

1772 
Northumberland carved from Bedford, Cumberland, Lancaster, Berks and 
Northampton. 
Bedford gained land from Cumberland. 

 

 
  



Pennsylvania 

 

  - 41 - 

1784 

Franklin formed from Cumberland 
Montgomery formed from Philadelphia. 
Fayette gained land from Westmoreland. 

 

 
  

1785 Dauphin county carved from Lancaster county. 

1786 Luzerne county carved from Northumberland county. 

 

 

1789 
Mifflin County carved from Cumberland County and Northumberland County. 
Delaware County carved from Chester County. 

1792 Purchase of the “Lake Eerie Triangle” from the Federal government. 
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1795 
Lycoming County carved from Northumberland County. 
Somerset county carved from Bedford County. 

 

 
  

1798 Wayne county carved from Northampton County. 

1800 

Adams county carved from York county. 
Several counties are carved from Alleghany and Lycoming counties. 
Centre county carved from Lycoming, Mifflin and Northumberland. 
Somerset county gained land from Bedford county. 
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1804 
Several counties carved from Lycoming county. 
Lycoming county gained land from Luzerne county. 

 

 
  

1810 
Susquehanna county carved from Luzerne county. 
Ontario county carved from Luzerne and Lycoming counties. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 44 -   

1811 
Schuylkill county carved from Northampton county. 
Luzerne county gained land from Ontario county. 

1812 

Lehigh county from Northampton county. 
Ontario county name changed to Bradford county. 
Mifflin county gained land from Northumberland county. 
Huntingdon county gained land from Mifflin county. 

 

 
  

1813 
Columbia and Union counties carved from Northumberland county. 
Lebanon county carved from Dauphin and Lancaster counties. 

1815 
Luzerne county gained land from Columbia and Lycoming counties. 
Lycoming county gained land from Union county. 
Northumberland county gained from Columbia county. 
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1816 Columbia county gained land from Northumberland county. 

1818 
Centre county gained land from Lycoming county. 
Schuykill county gained land from Columbia and Luzerne counties. 

1819 
Union county gained land from Mifflin county. 
Lycoming county gained land from Centre county. 

 

 
  

1835 
Monroe county formed from Pike and Northampton counties. 
Change in Centre and Lycoming boundary. 
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1843 
Carbon county formed from Northampton and Monroe counties. 
Wyoming county formed from Luzerne county. 

 

 
  

1844 Andrew Shiner dies in Berwick, Columbia county. 

1847 Sullivan county carved from Lycoming county, but not effective until 1848. 

1850 Montour county carved from Columbia county. 

1855 Columbia county gains land from Montor county. 

 

 
1850 

 
1853 

 
 

The Pennsylvania Counties will continue to be shaped several mor times until 

we come to the present county boundaries in 1878.  This county map can be 
seen at the beginning of this chapter. 
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Census, Tax and Deed 

Documents 
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Document Index 

The following provides a list of the documents and newspaper clippings in this 
section.  Several pictures are snippets of the original document to focus on the 

data about Andrew Shiner.  Full page scans of these snippets can be found in 
the bibliography at the end of this book. 

 

US Federal Census Records 

Year Document Type Location Page 

1790 US Federal Census Upper Bethel, Northampton 50 

1800 US Federal Census Briar Creek, Northampton 52 

1810 US Federal Census Salem Township, Luzerne 54 

1820 US Federal Census Briar Creek, Columbia 56 

1830 US Federal Census Cherry, Lycoming 58 

1840 US Federal Census Sugarloaf, Luzerne 60 

 

Taxes, Deeds and Newspaper Clippings 

Year Document Type Location 

1772 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1780 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1786 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1786 Cow Deed Northampton 

1787 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1788 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1789 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1790 Tax Exoneration Upper Bethel, Northampton 

1800 US Septennial Census Briar Creek, Northampton 

1804 Estate Sale Briar Creek, Columbia 

1815 Land Warrant Briar Creek, Columbia 

1821 US Septennial Census Briar Creek, Columbia 

1824 Estate Sale Berwick, Columbia 

1825 Land Seizure Sugarloaf, Luzerne 
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Census Records 

 
A US Federal Census of the population of the United States has been taken 

every ten years by the federal government since 1790. Census records are 
restricted (not released to the public) for seventy-two years after the census is 

taken in order to protect the privacy of the individuals surveyed. 
 

The census records from 1790 until 1840 list only the head of the household 
with counts of the number of persons within the household.  Because of this 

educated guesses must be made to whom these counts refer.  Starting in 1850 
each individual person in the household was listed on the census. 

 

The Septennial Census was conducted every seven years from 1779 to 1863, 
enumerating taxpayers for the purpose of determining representation in the 

General Assembly. Only about 11% of the original records have survived and 
the only information provided in most of the surviving returns is the name of 

the taxpayer, though occasionally the occupation is also given.  The style and 
details of enumeration varies for the different counties and in different periods 

of time. All counties have lists of "Taxable inhabitants" and "freemen", while 
others also include "inmates". Commencing in 1800, the age, name, gender 

and place of residence of each slave is also frequently given and occasionally 
the name of the slave's owner. Last names of slaves are usually not given 

because changes in ownership would have altered these over time. 
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1790 US Federal Census 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 

 
Andrew Shiner at the bottom of this snippet. 

 
Census Column Collection Information Suspected Persons  

Free White Persons Males Under 16 2 James (7), unknown 
Free White Persons Males 16 and Over 1 Andrew (33) 
Free White Persons Females  2 Barbara (2), Margaret (25) 

 

 
 

 
Pennsylvania Counties in 1790 
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US Federal Census - 1790 - Upper Mt Bethel, Northampton County, Pennsylvania (page 4) 
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1800 US Federal Census 

Briar Creek, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

 
 

Census Column Collection Information Suspected Persons  

Free White Persons Males Under 10 2 Evan (9), Richard (3) 
Free White Persons Males 26 thru 44 1 Andrew (43) 
Free White Persons Females Under 10 1 Hannah (1) 
Free White Persons Females 10 thru 15 3 Elizabeth (7), Rachael (10), 

Barabara (12) 
Free White Persons Females 26  thru 44 1 Margaret (35) 
Household Members Under 16 6  
Household Members Over 25 2  
Number of Household Members 8  

 
 

 

 
Pennsylvania Counties in 1800 
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US Federal Census – 1800 – Briar Creek, Northumberland, Pennsylvania (page 3) 
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1810 US Federal Census 

Salem Township, Luzerne, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

 
 

Andrew’s Son, James, is also on the census four rows beneath Andrew. 
 

Census Column Collection Information Suspected Persons  

Free White Persons Males Under 10 2 Peter (8), Andy (6) 
Free White Persons Males 10-15 0 Richard (13) 
Free White Persons Males 16-25 1 Evan (19) 
Free White Persons Males 26-44 0  
Free White Persons Males 45 & Over 1 Andrew (53) 
Free White Persons Females Under 10 1  
Free White Persons Females 10-15 0  
Free White Persons Females 16-25 0  
Free White Persons Females 26-44 0  
Free White Persons Females 45 & Over 1 Margaret (45) 

 

 
Pennsylvania Counties in 1810 
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US Federal Census – 1810 - Salem Township, Luzerne, Pennsylvania (page 3) 
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1820 US Federal Census 

Briar Creek, Columbia, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Census Column Collection Information Suspected Persons  

Free White Persons Males Under 10 1 William (?) 
Free White Persons Males 10-15 1 Andy (16) 
Free White Persons Males 16-25 1 Peter (18) 
Free White Persons Males 26-44 0  
Free White Persons Males 45 & Over 1 Andrew (63) 
Free White Persons Females Under 10 1  
Free White Persons Females 10-15 0  
Free White Persons Females 16-25 2 Hannah (21), unknown 
Free White Persons Females 26-44 0  
Free White Persons Females 45 & Over 2 Margaret (55) 

 

 
Pennsylvania Counties in 1820 
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US Federal Census – 1820 - Briar Creek, Columbia, Pennsylvania 
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1830 US Federal Census 

Cherry, Lycoming, Pennsylvania 

 
 

 
 

Census Column Collection Information Suspected Persons  

Free White Persons Males Under 5 0  
Free White Persons Males 5-10 0  
Free White Persons Males 10-15 0  
Free White Persons Males 15-20 0  
Free White Persons Males 20-30 0  
Free White Persons Males 30-40 0  
Free White Persons Males 40-50 0  
Free White Persons Males 50-60 0  
Free White Persons Males 60-70 0  
Free White Persons Males 70-80 1 Andrew (73) 
Free White Persons Males 80-90 0  
Free White Persons Males 90-100 0  
Free White Persons Females Under 5 0  
Free White Persons Females 5-10 0  
Free White Persons Females 10-15 0  
Free White Persons Females 15-20 0  
Free White Persons Females 20-30 0  
Free White Persons Females 30-40 0  
Free White Persons Females 40-50 0  
Free White Persons Females 50-60 0  
Free White Persons Females 60-70 1 Margaret (65) 
Free White Persons Females 70-80 0  
Free White Persons Females 80-90 0  
Free White Persons Females 90-100 0  
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US Federal Census – 1830 - Cherry, Lycoming, Pennsylvania (page 5) 
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1840 US Federal Census 

PA-Luzerne-Sugarloaf 

 

 
 

 
 

Census Column Collection Information Suspected Persons  

Free White Persons Males Under 5 1 unknown 
Free White Persons Males 5-10 0  
Free White Persons Males 10-15 0  
Free White Persons Males 15-20 0  
Free White Persons Males 20-30 0  
Free White Persons Males 40-50 0  
Free White Persons Males 50-60 0  
Free White Persons Males 60-70 0  
Free White Persons Males 70-80 0  
Free White Persons Males 80-90 1 Andrew (83) 
Free White Persons Males 90-100 0  
Free White Persons Females Under 5 0  
Free White Persons Females 5-10 1 unknown 
Free White Persons Females 10-15 0  
Free White Persons Females 15-20 0  
Free White Persons Females 20-30 1  
Free White Persons Females 30-40 0  
Free White Persons Females 40-50 1 unknown 
Free White Persons Females 50-60 0  
Free White Persons Females 60-70 0  
Free White Persons Females 70-80 1 Margaret (75) 
Free White Persons Females 80-90 0  
Free White Persons Females 90-100 0  
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US Federal Census – 1840 - Sugarloaf, Luzerne, Pennsylvania (page 3) 
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Taxes and Deeds 

1772 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 
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1780 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 
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1786 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 
Name Land Horses Cattle Grist Mills Saw Mills Notes 

Andrew Shiner  2 1    
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1786 Cow Deed 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 
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1787 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 
Name Land Horses Cattle Grist Mills Saw Mills Notes 

Andrew Shiner  2 1    
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1788 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 
Name Land Horses Cattle Grist Mills Saw Mills Notes 

Andrew Shiner  2 2    
Richard Smith 100 acres 2 3   Father-in-law 
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1789 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Name Trade Land Horses Cattle Notes 

Andrew Shiner Farmer  2 1  
Richard Smith  63 acres 2 2 Father-in-law 
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Tax Exoneration – 1789 – Northampton County, Pennsylvania 
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1790 Tax Exoneration 

Upper Mount Bethel, Northampton, Pennsylvania 
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1800 US Septennial Census 

Briar Creek, Northampton, Pennsylvania 
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1804 Estate Sale 

Briar Creek, Northampton, Pennsylvania 

 

 
Lancaster Intelligencer (28 Sep 1804) - Andrew Shiner Estate 

 

This advertisement ran once a week in the Lancaster Intelligencer from 
September 28th, 1804 until its last listing on November 2nd, 1804. 
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Lancaster Intelligencer (28 Sep 1804) – Andrew Shiner Estate Notice 

 
This notice ran once a week in the Lancaster Intelligencer from October 5th, 

1804 until its last listing on November 30th, 1804. 
 

NOTICE 
WHEREAS Andrew Shiner, of Briar creek township, in the county of 
Northumberland, having assigned over all his property unto Samuel Livezey 
and Samuel Jonson in trust, for the benefit of his creditors.  This is to notify all 
persons having demands against the aforesaid Andrew Shiner, that they 
produce their accounts properly assessed unto Samuel Livezey, of Plymouth 
in Montgomery county, and those indebted to the said Andrew Shiner, that 
they make payment to either of the above named assignees, or to such persons 
only, as are legally authorized by them to receive the same. 
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1815 Land Warrant 

Briar Creek, Columbia, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

 

 
September 16th, 1815 - Land Warrant for Andrew Shiner 
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September 16th, 1815 - Land Warrant for Andrew Shiner 

 

Transcription of the above: 
 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, ss. 
WHEREAS Andrew Shiner of the township of Briar Creek in the county of Columbia hath 
applied for One hundred and eight acres of land, including an improvement, adjoining on 
the North of lands of George Irwin & George Thomas lands on the South of lands of 
William Rittenhouse and on the West of lands of the said Application (illegible) in Briar 
Creek township in the county of Columbia for which he has paid into the office of the State 
Treasurer, at the rate of fifty shillings per hundred acres.  Interest thereon from the 1st of 
July 1807 to be paid agreeably to the several acts of Assembly in such case made and 
provided. 
THESE are, therefore, to authorize and require you to survey, or cause to be surveyed, 
unto the said Andrew Shiner in the quantity of acres by him applied for at the place 
aforesaid, if not already surveyed or appropriated, and to make return therefor into the 
Land Office, for which this shall be your warrant. 
IN WITNESS whereof John Cochran, Secretary of the Land Office, hath hereunto set his 
hand and affixed the seal of said office, the sixteenth day of September A.D. 1815. 
To Rich F. Leech, Esc.  Surveyor General 
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September 15th, 1815 – Land Warrant Application 
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September 14th, 1815 – Land Warrant Application 
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1821 US Septennial Census 

Briar Creek, Columbia, Pennsylvania 

 
 

 
1821 US Septennial Census - Briar Creek Header 

 

 
1821 US Septennial Census - Briar Creek – Andrew Shiner in lower right 
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1821 Septennial Census - Briar Creek, Columbia, Pennsylvania 
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1824 Estate Sale 

Berwick, Columbia County, Pennsylvania 

 
On November 5th, 1824 an advertisement began running in The Philadelphia 

Inquirer newspaper for a plantation within a half mile of Berwick, Columbia 
County, Pennsylvania owned by Andrew Shiner.  This estate is noted to be 300 

acres with two dwelling houses, a barn, a brick smokehouse and a thriving 
orchard of more than 100 apple trees.  This advertisement ran until March 28th, 

1825. 
 

 
The Philadelphia Inquirer (1824-1825) - Andrew Shiner Estate for Sale 
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1825 Land Seizure 

Sugarloaf Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania 

 
In 1825 a Sheriff’s sale is posted in the The Susquehanna Democrat newspaper 

noting various properties that will be put for sale.  One of these is for a tract of 
land in Sugarloaf township, Luzerne county owned by Andrew Shiner. 

 

 
The Susquehanna Democrat (Fri, Apr 01, 1825 ·Page 2) 
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American Revolution 
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Fifth Battalion of Northampton 

 
Andrew Shiner served in the army in 1781 and 1782 during the American 

Revolution.  He served as a private in the Fifth Battalion of Northampton in 
Captain John Long’s Second Company. 
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American Revolution 
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Pennsylvania Archives 

Fifth Series 
Volume VIII 
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Daughter of the American Revolution 

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) is a lineage-
based membership service organization for women who are directly descended 

from a patriot of the American Revolutionary War. A non-profit group, the 
organization promotes education and patriotism. 

A DAR application requires strict documentation of lineage that is verified by 
the organization.  Such an application exists for Florence Budworth Starrett as a 

descendant of Andrew Shiner that was validated and accepted by DAR. 
 

 
DAR Application - Attachment - Andrew Shiner listed in Army 



American Revolution 
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DAR Application - Page 1 of 4 



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 88 -   

 
DAR Application - Page 2 of 4 



American Revolution 
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DAR Application - Page 3 of 4 
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DAR Application - Page 4 of 4 



American Revolution 
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Pennsylvania Quakers 
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Berwick Quakers  

 



Pennsylvania Quakers 
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Pennsylvania Quakers 
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Exeter Quakers 

Exeter Friends Meeting House  

 
Per Ken Cook (https://www.exeterquakers.org/our-history):  

 
It was 1718, just 36 years after William Penn arrived in Pennsylvania, when a group 

of Welsh Quakers settled in the Oley Valley. Germans and Swedes were already settled 
here, they had come in before the land had been properly purchased from the Native 
Peoples. 

Soon Irish Quakers joined those in Oley and took up land along the Maiden Creek 
north of present-day Reading. Both groups of Friends built log meetinghouses and held 
meetings for worship on Sunday and in the middle of the week. These pioneers were 
under the care of Gwynedd Monthly Meeting near Norristown. 

In 1725 the Meeting was granted preparatory status and by 1737 we were granted 
monthly meeting status (called Oley Monthly Meeting) and could take responsibility for 
decisions in regard to membership, marriages, property, etc. At our first monthly meeting 
for business held in June of that year, we sent a minister, Jane Ellis, traveling in the love 
of the Gospel to visit Friends' Meetings in Maryland and Virginia. 

In 1742 with the establishment of Exeter Township, we changed our name to Exeter 
Monthly Meeting. By this time our minutes report the need to build a meetinghouse for 
Quakers settling in Robeson Township south of Reading. These Meetings, Exeter, Maiden 
Creek and Robeson met alternately at Exeter and Maiden Creek for monthly meeting for 
business and discipline. 

With the start of the French and Indian War in 1755 Friends were required to assist 
“members of this Meeting (from northern Berks County), who have left their Habitations 
on account of the Indian Enemies.” In September of 1757, eight adults and 16 children 
were reported as needing assistance. 

The meeting in Reading, first mentioned in 1756, was under care of Maiden Creek 
Friends. In December of that year Friends in Pottstown began meeting regularly in the 
home of Jacob Thomas; these Quakers were attached to Exeter Meeting. 

The American Revolution was a difficult time for Friends. In the minutes of our 
business meetings we refer to the war as “the current unsettled state of public affairs.” 
Besides refusing to serve in the militia or fight, Friends felt they should not pay taxes that 
would provide money to prosecute the war. In lieu of unpaid fines and taxes the sheriff 
would seize goods and livestock. One Friend reported the sheriff had taken four sheep, a 
colt, a yoke of oxen and the yoke, a heifer and a three-day clock. 

After the victory at Yorktown, Friends meetings grew rapidly along the north branch 
of the Susquehanna at Catawissa, Roaring Creek, Muncy, and Fishing Creek. They 
developed under the care of Exeter Monthly Meeting until 1796 when Catawissa Monthly 
Meeting was formed and Exeter ceased to be a frontier Friends meeting. 
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Exeter Friends Meetinghouse 

 
Historic Marker for Exeter Friends Meetinghouse 



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 98 -   

 

Exeter Meeting Notes  

 
The following excerpt is found in the Exeter Monthly Meeting held at Maiden Creek 

in the minutes of the meeting on May 26th, 1794.  On the following page a scan 
of the meeting minutes can be found and the this piece on Andrew Shiner located 

by his name in the left margin. 
 

 
 

 
Exeter Monthly Minutes - 26 May 1794 - Andrew Shiner Requests to Join 

 
Maiden Creek representatives report that Andrew Shiner, and Margaret his wife 
requests to be received in membership with friends also with their five children, 
James, Elizabeth, Barbara, Rachel and Evan which being considered Amos Lee, 
James Walson, John Loyd with some women friends are appointed to visit them 
on the occasion and report their sense of the request to next monthly meeting. 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes - 25 June 1794 - Andrew Shiner Review Continues 

The case of Andrew Shiner his wife and children coming before the meeting but 
not regularly reported to by the men friends appointed thereon.  Tis continued 
under their care until next monthly meeting. 

 

 
Exeter Monthly Minutes - 30 Jul 1794 – Andrew Shiner Review Concluded 

Two of the friends appointed on the case of Andrew Shiner and family informs 
as their sense that it would be right they received into membership which being 
considered the meeting appoints John Loyd and John Hean (?) to inform them 
that they might attend our next monthly meeting in order for their reception 
and report of their care thereto. 

 

 
Exeter Monthly Meetings - 28 Aug 1794 - Andrew Shiner Case 

Mind the case of Andrew Shiner and family. 
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Exeter Monthly Meetings - 24 Sep 1794 - Andrew Shiner Received 

Andrew Shiner appeared at this meeting agreeable to liberty sometime past and 
continues his desire of being received into membership with Friends which being 
considered the meeting agrees to receive him, Margaret his wife, and their five 
children (as minuted in a former minute) into membership as long as their lives 
and conversations are consistent with Friends principles. 
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Exeter Quaker Records - 1794-09-24 

 
 

The meeting is informed by a manfriend that Andrew Shiner attended their 
meeting and informed that Margaret his wife could not reasonably attend; 
therefore the meeting concludes to receive her into membership with her three 
daughters, Elizabeth, Barbara and Rachel, as long as their lives and conversation 
are consistent with Friends’ principles. 
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Roaring Creek Quakers 

Roaring Creek Friends Meeting House  

In 1786, the first meeting (similar to a congregation in other denominations) was 
established at Roaring Creek under the sponsorship of Exeter Monthly Meeting. 

In 1796, when the meeting house was built, the meeting became a preparative 
meeting, as part of the Catawissa Monthly Meeting, along with preparative 

meetings at Fishing Creek and Muncy. 

A decline in membership led the Catawissa Monthly Meeting to merge in 1814 
with the Roaring Creek and Berwick meetings and relocate to the Roaring Creek 

Meeting House. 
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Muncy Quakers 

Muncy Friends Meeting House  

Per George E. Thomas: 
 

Pennsdale's Friends Meetinghouse and burial ground sit on land given by Joseph and 
Sarah Lundy Carpenter in 1797. Two years later, stone mason Benjamin McCarty, one of 
the Quaker founders of Muncy, began construction of the meetinghouse. Built of 
sandstone ashlar, the simple one-story gable-roofed rectangular building resembles 
those of Chester County rather than the two-story meetinghouses of McCarty's native 
Bucks County. A veranda sweeps across the six-bay front, which has two entrances, one 
for men and the other for women. The interior retains its sliding panels to separate men's 
and women's gatherings and allow them to come together for a joint meeting. A small 
shed-roof sandstone building is attached to the meetinghouse's rear corner, and the 
partially walled burial ground is laid out to the rear. Quakers first settled in the area in 
the late 1780s and used a log schoolhouse for worship. During the Hicksite controversy 
in 1827, the Pennsdale meeting sided with the Orthodox faction. Differences were 
resolved in 1955 and this meeting joined with Millville (Columbia County) Friends, who 
more than a century earlier had sided with the Hicksites. 

 
Pennsdale was first known as Pennsville, but changed its name to avoid confusion 

with another Pennsylvania community of that name. The village contains several notable 
buildings, including the Warner House (1852) at 499 Village Road, the Shady Bank School 
(1859), and the stone Bull's Head Tavern (1790), known locally as the “House of Many 
Stairs.” The two-story frame country store at the village's northern edge has conducted 
business for over a century. 
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Muncy Meeting Notes  

The following page snippets and transcriptions are from an archived copy of the 

Muncy Meeting notes.  Full scans of these pages can be found in the bibliography 
at the end of this book. 

 

 
Muncy Meeting Notes Archive Index 

 

 
Muncy Meeting Notes - page 253 and page 254 (21 Mar 1811) clippings 

 
The subject of securing the title for the lots of ground that Berwick Meeting and 
school house stands on being brought into view, Robert Field Benjamin Sharpless 
Thomas Ellis and Andrew Shiner are appointed to inspect writings and report 
their circumstances to next, or a future meeting, and bring forward the names of 
suitable persons for trustees. 
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Muncy Meeting Notes - page 255 (18 Apr 1811) clipping 

 
The case of John Masters continues under the same friends care.   
 
The friends appointed to secure the title for the lots of ground on which Berwick 
Meeting and School house stands, report, the title for said lots are secured, and 
convey’d to trustees by Andrew Shiner, Joseph Mill and Samual Hicks, and 
Joseph Walton with which this meeting unites, and directs the committee 
heretofore appointed to have the deed recorded and report to next meeting 
 
Women friends inform that Mary Brown requests to become a member of our 
religious Society.  Andrew Shiner and Thomas Clayson are appointed to join 
them in a visit to her and judge of the propriety of her request, and report to 
next meeting. 
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Muncy Meeting Notes - page 314 (21 Oct 1812) clipping 

A certificate from the Monthly Meeting of Lurgan in Ireland, held at Moyallon date 
the 18th day of the 5th month 1811.  Recommending Samual Murphy, a member of 
our Religious Society was produced, read and accepted.  Joseph Millard, Joseph 
Walton, Andrew Shiner, Chandlee Eves and Henry Battin Are appointed to visit him 
and the other members at Wilkes-Barre [Pennsylvania] and endeavor to strengthen 
and encourage them in their solitary situation. 

 

 
Muncy Meeting Notes - page 339 (17 Nov 1812) clipping 

The committee in Thomas Iddings case report they had an opportunity with him 
to good satisfaction and had he appeared sensible of his deviations, the 
committee are continued with the addition of Andrew Shiner. 
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Muncy Meeting Notes - page 343 (16 Feb 1814) clipping 

 
Catawissa preparative meeting report informs is that Joseph Murphy has 
accomplished his marriage contrary to the rules of Friends with a woman not in 
membership with us.  Andrew Shiner and Joseph Walton are appointed to break 
with him on the decision and report of their care to our next monthly meeting. 

 

 

 
Muncy Meeting Notes - page 344 (16 Feb 1814) clipping 

An offering was produced to this meeting by Jacob Clay condemning past 
misconduct which this meeting taking into solid consideration they appointed 
Chandlee Eves, Andrew Shiner, Henry Parker, William Watson, Henry Battin, 
Abner Nandenhall and John Kester, as committee to visit him on the occasion, 
who are appointed to report their opinion of the sincerity of his offering to our 
next or future monthly meeting. 
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Catawissa Quakers  

Catawissa Friends Meeting House  

The Catawissa Friends Meetinghouse is a historic Quaker meeting house in 
Catawissa in the modern day Columbia County.  It is a one-story log building on 

a stone foundation built around 1788, measuring 30 feet by 27 and a half feet. 

The Quakers purchased land along Catawissa Creek and began building homes 

about 1775 with the first Quaker meetings being held within these homes. During 

the Revolutionary War, the Battle of Wyoming on July 3, 177, devastated the 
area.  Following the end of the war the homes were rebuilt and the Catawissa 

community grew. 

It was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. 

 

 
Catawissa Friends Meeting House (2002) 
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Catawissa Friends Meeting House Interior 
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Catawissa Burial Records  

 

 
Catawissa Quaker Burial Records snippet - Andrew Shiner at Bottom 

 
 

 
Catawissa Quaker Burial Records snippet - Margaret Shiner 

 

 
Catawissa Quaker Burial Records snippet - Rich Shiner  
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Catawissa Birth Records  

 

 
Catawissa Birth Records – Hannah, Peter and Andy Shiner (bottom) 
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Catawissa Birth and Death Records  

 

 

 
Andrew Shiner and Margaret Shiner 
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Vital Records  
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Columns: Name, Birth, Death, Burial Location 

 

 
Columns: Marriage, Spouse, Spouse Birth, Spouse Death, Spouse Burial Location 
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Wrightstown, Bucks county records 
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Columns: Name, Birth, Death, Burial Location 

 

 
Columns: Marriage, Spouse, Spouse Birth, Spouse Death, Spouse Burial Location 
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Susquehanna and Tioga 

Turnpike 
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Overview and History 

The Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike; also called the Berwick and Tioga 
Turnpike, and Susquehanna & Tioga Turnpike connecting via the high ground of 

tributary valleys Berwick and upstream, Tioga—chartered & incorporated in 1806, 
the toll road, like many Middle Ages toll roads in Europe was opened initially as 

an animal power (foot traffic) turnpike in Northeastern Pennsylvania connecting 
early Central and Northern Eastern Pennsylvania along the Main Branch 

Susquehanna River to Lower New York State. Established in the early American 
canal age, and undercapitalized, it took several years to gradually extend 

improved trails in stages 100 miles (160 km) to Elmira, New York from its 
southern terminus at Berwick, Pennsylvania opposite Nescopeck across the 

Susquehanna River—in this manner it initially also sufficed as a bridle trail as 

well. Where demand existed from sources of natural resources or farmers seeking 
to ship farm goods to markets, it was systematically widened and improved into 

a wagon road. 
 

The first portion of the Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike was authorized on March 
19, 1804. Starting on March 20, 1806, it was legally permitted to build turnpikes 

in Pennsylvania. Six people from Philadelphia and six from Lycoming County were 
appointed as commissioners for the company. In 1807, the company President, 

Managers and Company of the Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike Road was 
formed for the purpose of building a turnpike from Berwick, 

Pennsylvania to Elmira, New York. The state of Pennsylvania donated 
400 acres to the turnpike. Construction of the turnpike started in Berwick in 

1808. From here it proceeded north, reaching Loyalsock Creek in 1808, and the 
Painter Den property in 1809. Work on the turnpike ceased during the War of 

1812 but recommenced in 1816. The turnpike reached Towanda in 

1818, Bradford County in 1823, and its northern terminus in 1825. Soon after 
the turnpike was started, Andrew Shiner was contracted to improve the turnpike, 

and by 1810, the Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike was the first road in good 
condition for wagons in its part of Pennsylvania. 

 
Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susquehanna_and_Tioga_Turnpike 

 

 
Philadelphia Directory (1813) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susquehanna_and_Tioga_Turnpike
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From ‘History of Bradford County’ 

 
The following is an excerpt from History of Bradford County, Pennsylvania with 

Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Some of its Prominent Men and 
Pioneers, by David Craft, published 1878. 

 
Roads and Bridges 

 
The Berwick turnpike was built by a chartered company. It begins a mile from Berwick, 

Pa., and runs to the State line, and was called the "Berwick and Tioga turnpike." A man by the 
name of Andrew Shiner contracted to build the road over the North Mountain in 1817. Having 
completed this, he contracted to build over 40 miles farther, at the rate of $1150 per mile, 
with extra pay for the bridges, and to take half his pay in land, at $2 per acre. The contractor 
sub-let the job in sections to parties, as it would suit their convenience. Russell Miller built 1 
mile near his house, the Wilcoxes built 2 J miles below, Shadrach Miller a mile above, Daniel 
Miller and William Miller the next mile above, and Mathias Van Loon the next mile above 
him. By this means many of the settlers secured their farms. 

This turnpike was projected by those who owned large bodies of land, for the purpose of 
opening their lands to settlers. The State made a grant of $575 worth of land at $2 per acre, 
per mile of road, to the company, which was just half the contract price for building the same. 
The road was constructed through Albany Township in 1819-20. The company forfeited their 
charter, and finally abandoned the enterprise about September, 1847, since which time it has 
been a public road. 

The first road cut into the township was the track cut by the Wilcoxes and Ladds, when 
they came to their locations in 1800-1. 
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From ‘History of Sullivan County’ 

The following is an excerpt from History of Sullivan County Pennsylvania, by 
Thomas J. Ingham, published 1899. 

 
THE TURNPIKE 

 
In 1806 an act was passed incorporating a company to be called the “President, 

Managers and Company of the Susquehana and Tioga Turnpike Road.” The turnpike was 
designed to furnish a shorter route from Berwick to the Tioga river at Newtown, now 
Elmira. This company constructed a road in 1808 as far as the Loyalsock creek, and in 
1810 completed it to the Haverly settlement. From near the Long pond it went directly 
to the Loyalsock, which it crossed about a mile below what is now Ringdale Station, and 
crossed the Little Loyalsock near what is now Sick’s Mill, and continued northward to the 
Haverly settlement. Supplements to the act of 1806 were passed in 1812 and 1815. A new 
route was surveyed, and Andrew Shiner took the job of building the road, and got it 
opened as far as Birch creek in 1818. In that year Amos Ellis built a shanty on the 
Loyalsock, and boarded men who worked on the turnpike. He afterward built a hotel at 
that place. John R. Lopez built a shanty and boarded men near Birch creek. At that time 
Samuel McNeal was on land not far from the place where the old Evangelical church was 
built. There Sally McNeal, the first white child in Cherry township, was born. Frederick 
Huffmaster was at the Phinney mill; Jacob Miller was on the land since known as the 
Lewis Zaner place. Ezra Payne came in the fall of 1818 or winter of 1819. He moved into 
a house called the “Yankee house;” built of hewn logs with two rooms, a chimney in the 
middle and a fireplace in each room. This house was built by John Stowers after he left 
the Phinney log house at the Falls. Stowers then moved away from Cherry. 

On the 18th of March, 1819, Freeman Fairchild and his wife, whose maiden name was 
Hannah Kitchen, moved into the house with Ezra Payne. Soon afterward Payne moved 
across the road on his farm (the same afterward owned by Daniel and Soloman Bahr), 
where he built the first farm house and frame barn in that township. He also planted the 
first orchard. He was the first postmaster at the Cherry post office, and also the first 
justice of the peace in the township. Afterward a road was started from the turnpike on 
his premises, which went to Wyalusing and was known as the “Payne road.” Later in the 
spring of 1819, Frederick Huffmaster moved to the farm where his grandson, Henry 
Huffmaster, has recently lived. 

he public spirit of the new settlement was shown on the 4th of July, 1819, when they 
raised a tall cherry “Liberty-pole,” from the top of which the stars and stripes were first 
flung to the breeze in that township. Roswell Phelps read the Declaration of 
Independence. We have no report of speeches, but a patriotic song was sung, which 
commenced:  

 
"Come all ye gallant heroes, 

I'd have you lend an ear; 
I'll sing you a small ditty 

Which will your spirit cheer.” 
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As soon as Payne left the Yankee house Fairchild leased it and there commenced the 
hotel business. He afterward purchased a farm and built a large frame house, long known 
as the Fairchild’s Hotel. It was situated on the ground now occupied by the house of B. M. 
Sylvara, on the hill south of Dushore. Freeman Fairchild and his wife were from Morris 
county, New Jersey, but had lived in Berwick, whence they moved to Cherry. Their 
children were Stephen, Harriet and Caroline, brought with them, and another son, David, 
born after their settlement in Cherry. 

In the Fairchild tavern, for many years, weary travelers over the mountain found a 
welcome resting place. In 1834 Mr. Fairchild died, but his widow continued to keep the 
hotel until about 1851. Among the settlers who came in 1819 and 1820 were Brookins 
Potter, Roswell Phelps, Linas Holcomb and David E. Davis. About this time Mr, Shiner 
built a sawmill, and later a gristmill, at the crossing of the turnpike at Big Loyalsock, and 
the location was from that date known for some time as Shiner’s Mills. Here was 
established a postoffice, and Mr. Shiner received the appointment as postmaster. A road 
was built making connection with the original road connecting Lewis’s lake with the old 
turnpike, which became the mail route from Mount Lewis to the turnpike. On its 
completion John Reeser, a miller by trade, then living in Columbia county, was induced 
to move his family, and take charge of the mills. About 1823 Mr. Shiner contracted with 
his son-in- law, Amos Ellis, and sons, Evan O. and Andrew, to sell them the Shiner’s Mills 
property. 

 

Following the previous excerpt is another section that provides details on the 
land built up and settled by Andrew Shiner, Shinersville, which can be found in 

the next section of this book. 
 

  



Shinersville 

 

  - 123 - 

From ‘Pete Wilcox’s Blog’ 

 
 
The old Schrifogel's Hotel (aka Schreyvogel's Hotel) which was a stagecoach stop 

along the Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike; also called the Berwick and Tioga 
Turnpike in the 19th century. The hotel was a popular stop for turnpike travelers 

on the 100 mile stretch between Berwick, PA to Elmira, NY. Elijah Ricketts, father 
of Civil War veteran Colonel Bruce Ricketts, was a regular patron of the hotel 

during his hunting trips to Ganoga Lake, Sullivan County, PA in the mid 1800's. 
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From ‘Benton News Blog’ 

The following is an article posted on the Benton News Blog by David R. Kline. 
 

Original Source: 
http://bentonnews.net/Features/susquana.htm 

 
Archive Source: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20111229003251/http://bentonnews.net/Feature
s/susquana.htm 

 
 

The History of the Berwick Turnpike 
 
Remnants of the Indian trails were disappearing at the turn of the 18th century. Indians 
traveled single file on foot following paths of least resistance with no regard for who used 
the trail next. They did not trade and rarely communicated with other tribes. There was 
no need for decent roads; Indians did not build houses, bridges or roads for future use. 
The few existing trails were fit only for walking because of fallen timber, heavy 
underbrush, murky swamps, narrow valleys choked with laurel and hemlock, deep 
gorges and high mountains. 
 
As settlers moved in during the 1700’s, horses and wagons became a common sight, but 
roads simply followed the Indian paths and were only wider, not better.  A trip to Elmira 
from the south utilized both the Susquehanna (water) and faint, almost forgotten, Indian 
trails. "Breakneck," near Towanda, got its name from cows falling from the difficult river 
trail and provides an idea of the difficulty of a north/south trip. 
 
Travel to the east after 1787 followed a route from Berwick to Mauch Chunk, then used 
the Lehigh River into Philadelphia. Completed in 1789, it permitted commerce between 
the Susquehanna and the Delaware and many immigrants after 1790 came to this area 
via the Lehigh-Nescopeck Highway. After 1813, that route generally became 
the Susquehanna and Lehigh Turnpike, terminating at Nescopeck. 
 
Evan Owen purchased land in what is now Berwick in 1769 and, by 1780, a town evolved. 
Initially called Owensville, the town was laid out in 1786. The town eventually was 
named for Owens’s birthplace, Berwick Upon Tweed, England. Berwick was incorporated 
in 1818, the same year as the completion of a covered bridge connecting Berwick and 
Nescopeck, a 1,256 foot long, 28-foot wide structure built at a cost of $52,435. The bridge 
was destroyed by ice in the winter of 1835-36. The second of four bridges (1838-1904) 
was mostly financed by private capital; in 1904, an ice flood destroyed it. 
 
Pennsylvania started opening public highways in 1800 and surveyed a "state road" from 
Wilkes-Barre to the New York State border at that time. 
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A Pennsylvania act signed March 28, 1806 authorized construction of turnpikes. In 1807 
a company called the President, Managers and Company of the Susquehanna and Tioga 
Turnpike Road incorporated to build a turnpike from Berwick to the Tioga River at 
Elmira, New York (at that time called Newtown) by the "best and nearest route." You can 
learn more about the exact route the turnpike took by [reading the next section in this 
book]. 
 
Men who built the road lived in shanties and moved as work progressed. Amos Ellis built 
a shanty boarding house in 1816 and unsuccessfully tried to start a town where the 
Loyalsock crossed the turnpike. Early maps called this area New Thurington. Later called 
Shiner’s Mills, the place never contained more than a half-dozen buildings. The stone 
walls of the Ellis cemetery are in almost perfect condition today. 
 
The men who built the turnpike were predominately German as were the first 
settlements, and many descendants of these hearty people continue to live in the family 
homesteads. (Settlements made later, between 1840 and 1855, were mostly by the Irish, 
many of whom had been employed on the construction of the North Branch canal.) 
 
As construction completed, wagons of leather, bark and hides used the road. The turnpike 
was always rough, muddy and filled with potholes in summer and icy and dangerous in 
winter, partly because beavers flooded low-lying land. A frequent turnpike solution was 
the corduroy road: sizeable logs about seven feet long were laid side by side at right 
angles to the supporting log rails beneath. Some of the corduroy turnpike roads on 
Painter Den property, used for almost 100 years and subsequently abandoned almost 
100 years ago, are still in useable condition.  
 

 
A section of the corduroy turnpike road on Painter Den property, Sullivan County. 
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The narrow turnpike usually didn’t permit two rigs to pass and upsets were common. 
Vehicles sometimes froze fast in the winter or stuck fast in the unrelenting mud of 
summer. Some hills were so steep that men had to walk their horses up the slopes. 
 
Tolls for a two-horse vehicle cost more than one with a single horse; tolls for animals 
driven over the route varied according to the "critter." 
 
Stock in the turnpike sold in subscriptions of $100, with 10% payable at purchase, the 
remainder in installments. Tollgates were erected to provide revenue until the stock was 
retired. One tollgate was at Watson Place "at the top of the mountain," named for 
"Watson," the first and only keeper, a six-foot, four-inch tall man who was, allegedly, a 
deserter from the English Army during Perry’s victory on Lake Erie. He married and 
reared a family, had a small farm and died about 1852. The tollgate probably was in the 
vicinity of Robinson Lake (later called Long Pond and now called Ganoga Lake). 
 
The turnpike was moderately used, especially in the spring of the year when hundreds of 
raftsmen from Pennsylvania and southern New York returned from rafting trips on the 
lower Susquehanna. Plaster from New York State frequently floated down the river on 
barges. The rivermen would then return to Towanda and points north via the Turnpike. 
  
The turnpike was the shortest distance from Berwick to Elmira.  Part of the road was on 
400 acres donated by the state and part on large land holdings of the corporation.  Road 
construction started in Berwick and went north until completion in Elmira in 1825. 
 
The turnpike was one of many turnpikes built in Pennsylvania: the 62 mile Lancaster pike 
connected Philadelphia with Lancaster in 1794, the Easton and Wilkes-Barre Turnpike, 
chartered in 1802, the Wilkes-Barre and Bridgewater Turnpike running through 
Tunkhannock and Montrose, the Wilkes-Barre and Providence Plank Road Company to 
Pittston in 1851. 
 
The Susquehanna and Tioga Turnpike started in Berwick following a route over 
Jonestown Mountain to the town along Huntington Creek named for early settler 
Benjamin Jones, the first postmaster of the Fishing Creek Post Office. Jonestown was first 
settled about 1809. 
  
The road continued through Cambra and Fairmount Springs in Fairmount and 
Huntington townships, Luzerne County. In this portion of the turnpike, even with the 
donations of some land by the state, investors were never repaid. After a few years, the 
road closed as a turnpike and eventually reopened as a public road. 
 
By 1832 the state led the nation in improved roads, with over 3,000 miles. 
 
Supplementing the act of 1806, laws involving the turnpike were passed by the 
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Legislatures of 1812 and 1815. Using land purchased 
from Evan Owens in 1791, Andrew Shiner (1757-
1844)  contracted to improve the road at $1,150 per 
mile with extra for bridges, half of which was payable 
in land at $2 per acre. He hired subcontractors for 
$800 per mile and $4 per acre if they took half of their 
pay in land. 
 
As early as 1810, the Susquehanna and Tioga 
Turnpike was considered the first good wagon road 
in this part of the state. 
 
The turnpike then followed an exhausting, 
serpentine route up Red Rock Mountain, passing 
near Ganoga Lake (then called "Long Pond"). 
 
At this point, the turnpike is crossing what is now 
Painter Den Club property, including what became 
known as the "Devil's Half Mile," on its way to the 
Loyalsock about a mile below Lopez. 
In Sullivan County, the turnpike separated Davidson 
and Laporte Townships from Colley Township. 
The "pike" on what is now Painter Den property was first built in 1809. 

Notice how straight the turnpike is 
at this point.  
 
A "better" portion of the turnpike 
[pictured to the left] as it crosses 
Painter Den property today. 
Unused since 1907, except for the 
occasional Jeep and other 4-wheel 
drive vehicles, the road still 
presents obstacles to the driver. 
 
Construction completed to the 
Bradford County line that year, 
crossing near the Heverly 
settlements in Overton Township, 
and then continued over 
Huckleberry Mountain to 
Monroeton, then to Towanda and 
Elmira. 
 
The road reached Elmira in 1825, 
thirty-five years before Abraham 
Lincoln’s election to the Presidency. 
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The Berwick and Towanda Turnpike Company began running stages in 1827. 
Stagecoaches ran from station to station over a number of "stages" of the road, usually 
with fresh horses at intervals of about twelve miles. A major exception, of course, was the 
relatively short distance up Red Rock Mountain. 
 
The man who drove the four-horse stagecoach was the greatest man on earth in the 
minds of residents along the stage route. Ordinarily a driver had charge of one team only, 
and he both cared for the horses and drove the stage. 
 
The stages ran twice daily leaving Berwick in the morning and later stopping for lunch 
and changing horses at the Long Pond Tavern, a log house standing just north of the 
present stone house at Ganoga Lake. This tavern was for many years a mecca for hunters 
and fishermen. 
 
The next long eight-mile ride crossed Painter Den land and was called the "Road to Hell" 
because of its bad construction and very bad land it traversed. The part that crossed 
Painter Den property was referred to as the "Devil’s Mile." Imagine a stagecoach jostling 
over the hilly, rocky terrain and understand the derivation of that name. 
 
Eight miles from Long Pond stood Schrifogel’s Hotel, near Lopez, where passengers spent 
the night before proceeding on their journey. 
 
The area around Schrifogel’s Hotel 
is very remote, but is no longer on 
a traveled road as it was when the 
turnpike was in opertion.  When 
the stage would leave Schrifogel’s 
Hotel in the morning, riders could 
reach Berwick in the evening, after 
having lunch at Long Pond. 
Photo taken by David Kline in 
1999.  

 
Another popular resting-place on 
the turnpike was Paynes, later 
called Fairchild’s Hotel (or 
Tavern), at Bahr’s Hill south of Dushore. 
 
Salaries in the area were low. The teacher in the schoolhouse in Cherry Township in 1820 
received one dollar per week, plus board. On farms, a good workman received seventy-
five cents a day during haying and harvesting and fifty cents a day was considered ample 
the rest of the year. 
 



Shinersville 

 

  - 129 - 

Countless numbers of our ancestors, whose names we no longer even recognize, once 
rode across the turnpike watching the wily fox and the timid flight of the deer while 
listening to the strange sounds of the owls and the snarl of the painter (mountain lion). 
 
Most of the early turnpikes were poorly constructed and few had sufficient revenue to 
pay for their maintenance. As a result, many were abandoned and others were so poorly 
maintained that they were condemned or taken over by the township through which they 
passed. A common belief was that "an ordinary dirt road was a bad road because it was 
generally impassable six months in the year, but an abandoned turnpike was even worse 
because it was bad all the time." 
 
The turnpike over Painter Den property was vacated under an act of June 7, 1907, after 
serving the area for almost 100 years. An eight-mile stretch of the road starting at the 
Township Line and the present Route 487 was called "useless, inconvenient and 
burdensome." 
 
Routes off the turnpike are still used today. They include: the 1821 road to Eagles Mere, 
the road to Wyalusing, known as the Payne Road, the plank road to Thorndale, joining 
the Lopez area to Nordmont, three roads to Laporte. 
 

 
The following is an article posted on the Benton News Blog by David R. Kline. 

 
Original Source: 

http://www.bentonnews.net/Features/turnpike.htm 
 

Archive Source: 
https://archive.ph/20130703043929/http://www.bentonnews.net/Features/tur

npike.htm 
 

The Susquehanna & Tioga Turnpike was intended and built as a continuation of 
the Susquehanna and Lehigh Turnpike which ended at Nescopeck Falls. The 
legislation that established the turnpike that passed over Jonestown and Red Rock 
mountains called it a "trifling addition of a few miles more" to "form a chain of 
communication" from Philadelphia to the "head of the Seneca Lake." Building the 
turnpike would "open up a vast extensive country." The promise was that the 
turnpike would be the "nearest and best from Philadelphia and from New York to the 
shores of Lake Ontario and Upper Canada, as well as to Niagara" through "connections 
and dependencies." It was to be the "safest at all times." 
The distance from Philadelphia to the head of Seneca Lake was estimated to be 212 
miles over the original turnpike, compared with the 260-mile trip it would be today 
traveling the modern Pennsylvania Turnpike and New York State Route 17 to 
Watkins Glen at the bottom tip of Seneca Lake. The section of six miles from the 
Pennsylvania/New York line to Newtown, New York, the termination of the original 
turnpike, was in "open country" through which there was a good road." 
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The men who pitched the turnpike knew how to persuade people. The state 
Legislature was told that "To dwell on the immense importance of such a 
communication to the United States, in the states of Pennsylvania and New York, in 
the city of Philadelphia or to the interior country would be superfluous to the 
enlightened Legislature which the communication is intended. 
 
The first section of the turnpike was authorized by an act of the Legislature "March 
19th, A.D. 1804" enabling the Governor to incorporate a company by the name of 
the President, Managers and Company of the Susquehanna and Lehigh Turnpike to 
make an "artificial road from Nescopeck on the N. E. branch of the Susquehanna, to 
the Lehigh River." The original capital stock was authorized in the amount of $60,000, 
composed of 600 shares at $100 a share. The success of the Susquehanna & Lehigh 
Turnpike carried over to the need to continue pushing north into New York state with 
a turnpike. 
 
A company incorporated in 1807 to build a turnpike from Berwick to what is now 
Elmira, New York, began construction at the Susquehanna River at Berwick and 
moved north as fast as the limited subscription to its stock would permit.  
 
The turnpike was not completed to Elmira until about 1825. The road became 
important to the local economy as early as 1810. 
 
When the legislature chartered a turnpike, it specified the details of width, grade, and 
surfacing and detailed its maintenance responsibilities. Most turnpikes were 
specified to be four rods (A rod is equal to 5.5 yards or 16.5 feet) wide, sometimes a 
bit wider if population and usage demanded. Looking at the standards established in 
the rest of the state, it is evident that the Susquehanna & Tioga marched to a different 
drummer. In most places, it was not as wide as specified, it was not an artificial-stone 
road, it didn't have 9 to 15 inches of crushed rock on a bed of 5- to 8-inch rocks. 
 
It appears that the state laid down specifications for construction, but then rarely 
inspected to insure that the instructions had been followed. When the state finally 
inspected the Erie and Waterford turnpike because of complaints, for example, they 
found that the roadbed was "no harder than the natural soil of the land through which 
it passed." 
Based on the experience gained in the building of the first 30 miles and the testimony 
of the surveyor who "explored the whole of the section from Berwick to the state line," 
the early thought was that the turnpike could be built for about $1,000 a mile, which 
would mean that the entire turnpike could be built for $71,000. But by 1809, the 
outlook was grim for completion of the road. The assets of the corporation included 
money from individuals payable in money and in land and totaled 113 shares of stock 
sold at $100 each, leaving the company short by 597 shares at $100 per share--a 
deficiency of $59,700. The estimated cost per mile was based on experience gained 
during the construction of the Susquehanna & Tioga Turnpike. 
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The surveyor noted that "the only mountains of any consequence in the whole 
distance are the Nob Mountain and the 'Bald' or North Mountain," the "ascent of 
which will require an elevation of not more than six degrees, or twenty-one inches in 
a perch." The exact route of the original turnpike up Red Rock Mountain is no longer 
exactly known, but I doubt that these elevation standards were met! The Act of 
Incorporation required no specific degree of elevation. 
The "breadth" of the road, to be formed "by an arch of about eleven inches," was to be 
twenty feet exclusive of ditches on both sides of the road. The road was to be "bedded 
where necessary," with "wood, stone, gravel or other proper and convenient material, 
sufficient to secure a solid foundation." The wording permitted the use of corduroy 
"over a hilly country." 
 
The original conception was that there would have to be eight bridges of any 
consequence. The faded type of Poulson's American Daily is almost illegible, but the 
bridges that I could read included one of 76 feet on the "south branch of the 
Loyalsock," one of 40 feet on the middle branch of the Loyalsock, one of 40 feet on the 
middle branch of the "Towandee," one of 65 feet on the main branch of the 
"Towandee," one of 40 feet over the Sager Creek, one of 25(?) feet over the Jack Creek, 
a branch of Sager Creek, and 20 feet over Bentley Creek. 
 
In 1807, the Susquehanna & Tioga Turnpike charged tolls for every five miles 
according to the following schedule: for every score of sheep 4 cents; every score of 
hogs 6 cents; every score of cattle twelve cents; every horse or mule with rider three 
cents; every sulky, chair or chaise with two wheels and one horse six cents or with 
two horses eight cents; every coach, stage-waggon (sic), or light-waggon (sic) with 
two horses and four wheels 12 cents; or with four horses 20 cents. 
 
To give you an idea of the usage of the Susquehanna & Tioga Turnpike, the gross 
amount of tolls from the time tolls were first taken in November, 1806, to July, 1807, 
was $1,339.07. The rates of tolls were originally the same as those of the Susquehanna 
& Leigh Turnpike.  
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Tracing the Turnpike 

The following is an excerpt from a RootsWeb genealogy website by Robert E. 
Sweeney located at: 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pasulliv/resources/Turnpike.htm 
 

What follows is an attempt to trace the route of the turnpike, based on the Ingham History 
of Sullivan County, Pennsylvania, of 1899, and a 1872 map of Sullivan County. 
 
The 1899 History states: 
 
In 1806 an act was passed [by the Pennsylvania Legislature] incorporating a company to 
be called the Susquehana [sic] and Tioga Turnpike Road. The turnpike was designed to 
furnish a shorter route from Berwick to the Tioga river at Newtown, now Elmira, NY. 
 
Apart from the spelling of Susquehanna, there are two other items in the quotation that 
deserve comment. The first is that sometime after 1806--probably in 1836 or later--the 
name of the river that now flows through Elmira and past Newtown was changed from 
Tioga to Chemung, although the river upstream of the city of Corning still retains the 
name Tioga,as does the point of land south of Athens, Pennsylvania, where that river 
flows into the North Branch of the Susquehanna. The second item is that according to the 
web page of the city of Elmira, three villages located at the present site of Elmira joined 
in 1792 to form the village of Newtown, and then in 1828, the village of Newtown 
officially changed its name to Elmira. Other sources date the incorporation as a village to 
1815, and as a city to 1864. But the town of Newtown that existed in 1806 also included 
the site of a battle in 1779 between about 4,000 Continental Regulars under General John 
Sullivan who defeated but failed to capture the Delaware Indians that had tried to 
ambush them. The city of Elmira now stands today at the site of the village of Newtown, 
but the town of Newtown included the site of Wellsburg, about seven miles to the south, 
where Bentley Creek empties into the river.. 
 
Although initially chartered in 1806, the turnpike was not completed and opened until 
1824-- according to the History of Chemung County, or in 1820, according to letters 
written at the time. The road-builders objective was to construct a turnpike to connect 
Berwick and Newtown--a distance of roughly 85 miles. Over time, however, several 
alternative routes were apparently constructed for portions of the turnpike. Returning 
to the 1899 history we find: 
 

This company [formed in 1806] constructed a road in 1808 as far as the Loyalsock 
creek, and in 1810 completed it to the Haverly settlement [in northwest Sullivan 
County]. From near the Long Pond [now Ganoga Lake] it went directly to the 
Loyalsock, which it crossed about a mile below what is now Ringdale Station, and 
crossed the Little Loyalsock near what is now Sicks Mill [currently, Cherry Mills, and 
continued northward to the Haverly settlement. 

 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~pasulliv/resources/Turnpike.htm
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The first twenty miles or so of the turnpike--from Berwick to Long Pond are fairly 
straightforward. The road left Berwick (towards Newtown) following the current State 
Route (SR) 1025 north--8 miles--over Lee Mountain and Huntington Mountain, through 
Jamestown, then on SR 1023 and SR 4011--11 miles-- through New Columbus and 
Cambra, to Red Rock, where it followed SR 487--4 miles--to Ricketts State Park, and 
departed from SR 487 for Long Pond. The route up Red Rock Mountain may not have 
followed the current SR 487, because the difference in elevation between the base of the 
mountain at Red Rock and the top of the mountain is over one thousand feet. 
 
Between Berwick and Newtown, the turnpike had to cross several mountain ranges, but 
because Newtown is approximately north-northwest from Berwick, the road was usually 
built in that direction except when it became necessary to follow the land's contours in 
order to achieve a gradual decent to some stream, or an ascent from one. The description 
in the 1899 history makes it clear that, after leaving Long Pond [Ganoga Lake], the initial 
turnpike went off on a more northwesterly direction towards Ringdale (about ten miles 
from Long Pond). Indeed there is still a rather crooked trail to the Northwest from a point 
about a mile beyond Ganoga Lake, a trail that passes through Thornedale, once a thriving 
lumber town (but now deserted) and on to Ringdale, where the initial turnpike is 
supposed to have crossed the Loyalsock Creek [referred to locally today as the Big Sock. 
 
The route of the initial turnpike from the crossing of the Big Sock at Ringdale to the 
crossing of the Little Sock at Cherry Mills is not entirely obvious; it may have followed 
one of the tributaries of the Big Sock upstream to its origin, and then followed a stream 
leading down to the Little Sock on the other side of the divide,or it may have gone more 
quickly up to a higher elevation--there are several roads that follow a north-northwest 
direction. In any event, the locations where the turnpike crossed the two branches of the 
Loyalsock creek become important distinctions between the initial route and the later 
routes 
 
From Cherry Mills, the turnpike followed T 456, (in 1872, called the Old Pike) for 3 miles, 
and at the end of T 456, it went left on SR 4016--1 mile--as it descended to Black Creek 
and crossed one of its tributaries, and then followed Black Creek upstream, where it went 
right on T 452 and T 449 to Beebe Road--4 miles. At the end of Beebe Road (in Overton 
Township, Bradford County), there are two possible routes from there to Millstone Road. 
The left route (the more likely) follows Junks Pond Road--for 2 miles--to Millstone Road, 
and on Millstone Road--for 6 miles--to Weston Road, and on Weston Road--for 2 miles--
to Powell. The reason that this route is more likely is that, by doing so, the turnpike would 
have followed the Genesee Road, built in 1800 from Muncy, PA to the Tioga river. The 
Genesee Road passed through the western part of Sullivan County, PA, and (according to 
the 1899 history) went down Millstone Run to Shraders Branch, which it followed down 
to Towanda Creek, where it connected with other roads to the Tioga river. The alternate 
route for the turnpike (from the end of Beebe Road) would have followed Deep Hallow 
Road--for 4 miles--to Millstone Road, and on Millstone Road--for 2 miles--to Weston 
Road, over which it would have gone the remaining 2 miles to Powell. Both routes 
ultimately follow Millstone Creek to its junction with Towanda Creek, at Powell. 
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At Powell, the turnpike probably went west (down the Towanda Creek) about 3 miles on 
SR 414 to Franklindale, where the route turned right to Banks Hill Road (the current SR 
3013) for 4 miles, and then continued on Franklindale Road to its junction with SR 3009 
(Burlington Pike), which it followed for 2 miles to Burlington, PA. At Burlington, the 
turnpike followed SR 4013 (today called Berwick Turnpike) for 17 miles through Bourne, 
Hoblet, Middletown, and Centerville. The town of Hoblet is in Smithfield Township, and 
the Berwick turnpike is reported in one place to have been constructed in 1819, and in 
another place to have been built through the township in 1820-21. There is in Smithfield 
Township a Turnpike Cemetery. The turnpike passed through the northeast corner of 
Springfield Township about a mile from Big Pond Road. From south of Middletown--in 
Ridgebury Township, north of Smithfield and Springfield Townships--to the New York 
State line, the route followed Bentley Creek as it flowed toward the Tioga River, and 
construction of that part of the turnpike is reported as having been done in 1820 or 1821. 
. 
 
The turnpike entered New York State, where today the route becomes NY 367--to 
Wellsburg, 1 mile away. Newtown battlefield is across the river from Wellsburg. From 
1792 to 1808, the Wellsburg area was part of the town of Newtown. Elmira is to the left 
(north) from Wellsburg--7 miles on NY route 427. If the initial turnpike was completed 
end-to-end, it would probably follow the route described above as far as Wellsburg, 
where it either went left along the west bank of the Tioga (now Chemung) River to the 
village of Newtown (now Elmira), or its traffic used a road that already existed for those 
final 7 miles. 
 
The 1899 Ingham history of Sullivan County relates that: 
 

Supplements to the act of 1806 were passed in 1812 and 1815 [implying that 
somehow the initial route was either unsatisfactory or uncompleted]. A new route 
was surveyed, and Andrew Shiner took the job of building the road, and, in 1818, got 
it opened as far as Birch Creek [the boundary today between the towns of Bernice and 
Mildred]. 

 
The first alternate route of the turnpike probably began near Long Pond (Ganoga Lake) 
at the point where the initial route of the turnpike headed northwest towards Ringdale, 
and crossed the Big Sock. This first alternate route of the turnpike headed north-
northwest (about twenty degrees to the right of the initial route at that point). The 
alternate route crossed the Big Sock west of Lopez, at the west end of SR 1004 (site of the 
former Schreyvogel Hotel; the first lodging at this site, a shanty, having been built in 1818 
to lodge the workers on the turnpike. It was built by Amos Ellis, who later built a hotel. 
The first 10 miles (from Ganoga Lake to Bernice) of this second turnpike route has no 
route number assigned today--but the turnpike route remains the boundary between 
Davidson and Colley Townships of Sullivan County, as well as the boundary between 
Laporte and Colley Townships. Between Ganoga Lake (once called Long Pond) and 
Bernice, this second turnpike route crossed Spring Brook, Painter Den Creek, and Lopez 
Creek. [Although the bridges across these streams were no longer in existence by 1946, 
the streams were shallow enough to be fordable.] 
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At Bernice, the alternate turnpike route rejoins SR 487, and crosses Birch Creek [the 
point reached by the turnpike in 1818], and passes through the towns of Mildred and 
Shinersville. At the top of the mountain--about 2 miles after leaving Bernice--the 
alternate turnpike made a left turn on SR 4024 to Cherry Mills --4 miles--where it 
rejoined the initial turnpike route, and crossed the Little Loyalsock Creek 
 
A second alternate route of the turnpike began a little north of Shinersville, where the 
first alternate route had turned towards Cherry Mills. Instead of heading towards Cherry 
Mills, the second alternate route followed SR 1010 to SR 1007--1 mile--into Dushore, 
where it crossed Little Loyalsock Creek. This route departed from Dushore on SR 4021 
(once called North Turnpike Street). At the top of the hill, 1 mile after leaving Dushore, 
this route turned left to T 505 and T 432 to Coveytown, then to SR 4018, where it joined 
the earlier turnpike routes at the north end of Beebe Road. 
 
A third alternate turnpike route would have started one mile north of Dushore, at the 
point where the second alternate route had turned left to join the earlier turnpike routes. 
This third alternate route would have continued on SR 4021 for two miles to its 
intersection with U.S. Route 220 (at the boundary between Sullivan and Bradford 
Counties). At that point the alternative turnpike route would have crossed (the current) 
U.S. 220 and descended to SR 2008, which (at Laddsburg)--after 2 miles--joins U.S. 220 
North, along the valley of the South Branch (of the Towanda Creek) as far as Monroeton-
-11 miles. There are reports of the turnpike as having passed through both Albany 
Township and Monroe Townships in Bradford County. At Monroeton, the third alternate 
route would have followed SR 3009 (Burlington Pike) 9 miles to Burlington, where it 
would have rejoined the previous routes. 
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Pictorial Guide 

 
Schrifogel’s Hotel 

 

 
Schrifogel’s Hotel 
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Aurora General Advertiser, Wed, Jun 11, 1806 
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The Gleamer, Fri, Dec 27, 1811 

 
Paulson's American Daily, Oct  27, 1806.  
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A short distance off the turnpike is the Ellis Cemetery.  This small cemetery 

servers as a place of interment for Amos Ellis and his wife, Eliza (daughter of 
Andrew Shiner). 
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Introduction 

 
About 1819 residence was taken up along the turnpike with a mill, a 

schoolhouse and a post office being established.  This area became known as 
Shinersville.  In 1823 Andrew arranged land plots for sale at the cost of $35 each.  

In 1829 the debts from the land and improvements had increased to where the 
Sheriff sold him out, resulting in his land being taken and sold.  At this time 

Andrew Shiner returned to Columbia County to take on a position as the 
gatekeeper of the Berwick-Nescopeck Toll Bridge.  After Andrew returned the 

improvements to Shinersville and Shiner’s Mill stopped causing both to 
deteriorate. 

 
“[Andrew Shiner], beyond all question, did more to open and develop the resources of 
[Sullivan] county during the ten years from the time he commenced work on the North 

Mountain until forced by old age and pecuniary losses to return to Columbia county.”  

- Notes and Queries (full text in the following section) 
 

 

 
Sullivan County (Date Unknown) - Shinersville in Northeast 
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Sullivan County, from Over the Alleghenies - Early Canals and Railroads of Pennsylvania 

 

 
Modern Sullivan County (2024) - Marker at Shinersville Road 
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From ‘Notes and Queries’  

Excerpt from Notes and Queries: Historical, Biographical and Genealogical: 
Relating Chiefly to Interior Pennsylvania, Fourth Series, Volume 2, edited by 

William Henry Eagle, published 1895. 
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History of Sullivan County, Pages 221-222 

 
As the work along the road advanced other families moved in. Samuel Jackson, who 

had purchased the improvements of Stowers, at the foot of Sugar Hill, moved his family 
from Berwick July 8th, 1819, his wife being a daughter of Mr. Shiner. About this time Mr. 
Shiner built the saw mill, and later a grist mill, at the crossing of the turnpike at Big 
Loyalsock, and the location was from that date known for same time as Shiner's Mills. 
Here was established a post office, and Mr. Shiner received the appointment of 
postmaster. A road was built making connection with the original road connecting Lewis’ 
Lake with the old turnpike, which became the mail route from Mt. Lewis to the turnpike. 
On its completion John Reeser, a miller, by trade then living in Columbia county, was 
induced to move his family and take charge of the mills. About 1823 Mr. Shiner contracted 
with his son-in-law, Amos Ellis, and sons Evan O and Andrew, for the sale of the Shiner’s 
Mills property. Previous to this he had commenced improvements at a point on the 
turnpike afterwards known as Shinersville. Here he laid out a village plot on lands 
conveyed to him by the turnpike company, and offered village lots for sale at $35 each. 
This point seems to have been one first selected by the settlers as the most convenient 
place of gathering. Here was the first burial after the settlements commenced occuring 
during the summer of 1821, being that of William Maston, who came from Symsbury, 
Connecticut. Among those purchasing and improving the property were David E. Dodge, 
merchant, tavernkeeper and potash manufacturer; John Mosier, blacksmith; a post office 
here established and Henry W. Cooper appointed postmaster. In this neighborhood we 
find the largest number of settlers at the time of the organization of the township. Among 
those who took up lands we have the names of Samuel Thomas who cleared the land still 
known as “Thomas' farm;” the Foster lands, now known as the Foster lots; Emanuel 
Hoover, who built a saw mill between the present site of Satterfield and Shinersville 
Another saw mill was built at the crossing of Birch creek at the turnpike by Mr. Shiner; 
Jesse, John and Samuel Hicks each improved lands in this vicinity; John M. Kirkendall 
made the first improvements on lands known as the Pendergrass place; Jesse Kirkendall’s 
name is found among the list of single freemen in the returns of 1824, and Charles Scott 
and Samuel Dill who settled on lands still known by their names as early as 1820. The 
second school house built in the township was located here. In 1825 two roads were here 
opened intersecting the turnpike, one running in a northeasterly direction leading to the 
Payne road, and the other in a north-westerly direction extending along the summit of 
the dividing line between the streams flowing into the Big and Little Loyalsock, where, 
by a gradual descent, the distance is made to the Little Loyalsock to the head-waters of 
Rock Run ; thence by a gradual descent to Little Loyalsock, crossing the stream near the 
site of the Bird saw mill. This was known for some time as the Williamsport road, and so 
designated on the old maps. 
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History of Sullivan County, Pages 225 
 

Mr. Shiner owning a considerable body of land in the vicinity of Shinersville and 
having engaged a large number of laborers in carrying on the improvements on condition 
that lands were to be taken in part payment resulted in the settlement of most of his land, 
but from different causes most of those who made the first improvements abandoned the 
property, and Mr. Shiner being heavily involved, resulted in the sale of his property by 
the sheriff in 1829. Prior to this sale, in a letter written to Joseph P. Norris, we find the 
following: ‘‘A few hundred dollars would probably save the whole property, which has 
cost me over $7,000. I have worked hard and improved the property. It looks hard to lose 
all and be turned out of doors in my old age.” 

We learn from other sources that Mr. Shiner’s friends secured for him the position of 
gate-keeper of the river bridge at Berwick, where he spent the few remaining years of his 
life. We are unable to obtain but little information relative to his early history, but are led 
to believe him to have been a remarkably energetic man with the strictest honesty of 
purpose in his dealings with all classes of men holding alike the confidence of the 
turnpike company, sub contractors and laborers. He, beyond all question, did more to 
open and develop the resources of this county during the ten years from the time he 
commenced work on the North Mountain until forced by old age and pecuniary losses to 
return to Columbia county. His two sons remained but a few years. His daughters, Mrs. 
Samuel Jackson and Mrs. Ellis, remained, and their children and grandchildren are the 
only descendants in the county. With the departure of Mr. Shiner came the abandoning 
of improvements at both Shiner’s Mill and Shinersville. The grist mill went to ruin. 
However, the turnpike, as soon as completed to Elmira, became a very important 
thoroughfare, and was for a number of years one of the best paying mail routes of any 
road ex- tending into the northern part of the State. Mr. Ellis a few years after Mr. Shiner's 
removal from the county became the owner of most of the Shiner’s Mills property, where 
he cleared a large amount of land and also engaged in the manufacture of lumber. In 
connection with his tavern he contracted for carrying the mails from Berwick to 
Towanda, keeping up a line of stages which for a number of years gave him the largest 
business of any man in the township. 

 

Regarding Andrew Shiner’s note of $7,000 in 1829, when adjusted for inflation 

this is equivalent to about $240,000 in 2025. 
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From ‘History of Sullivan County’ 

The following is an excerpt from History of Sullivan County Pennsylvania, by 
Thomas J. Ingham, published 1899. 

 

SHINERSVILLE 

 

Previous to this [Andrew Shiner]  had commenced improvements at a point on the 
turnpike afterward known as Shinersville. Here he laid out a village plat, on lands 
conveyed to him by the turnpike company, and offered village lots for sale at thirty-five 
dollars each. This point seems to have been one first selected by the settlers as the most 
convenient place of gathering. Here was the first burial after the settlements commenced, 
occurring during the summer of 1821, being that of William Maston, who came from 
Symsbury, Connecticut. Among those purchasing and improving the property were: 
David E. Davis, merchant, tavern-keeper and potash manufacturer, and John Mosier, 
blacksmith. A postoffice was here established, and Henry W. Cooper appointed 
postmaster. In this neighborhood we find the largest number of settlers at the time of the 
organization of the township. Among those who took up lands, we have the name of 
Samuel Thomas, who cleared the land still known as Thomas farm. 

A sawmill was built by Shiner at the crossing of Birch creek at the turnpike. Jesse, John 
and Samuel Hicks each improved lands in this vicinity. John M. Kirkendall made the first 
improvements on lands known as the Pendergast place. Jesse Kirkendall’s name is found 
among the list of single freemen in the returns of 1824, and Charles Scott and Samuel Dill, 
who settled on lands still known by their names, came as early as 1820. The second 
schoolhouse built in the township was located here. 

John R. Lopez was a sub-contractor on the turnpike and was working near Ellis’ in 
1819. Later he purchased land on the turnpike north of Shinersville, where he continued 
to reside until his death. Lopez creek was named after him, and has given name to the 
present flourishing town of Lopez. In addition to the persons already named, Dennis 
Thrall, William Graifly, Caspar King, Joseph Litzenswope, Alden Potter, Nicholas Potter, 
William Potter, Joseph Potter, Charles Scott, Samuel Dill and John Miller were settlers 
before 1822. Henry Yonkin moved into the township in 1822. He was born in Germany 
and came to this country in 1806. He purchased land and cleared a farm on a ridge south 
of the Little Loyalsock. The same farm was afterwards occupied by Peter Yonkin, his son. 
Henry Yonkin came to Cherry from Brier creek, Columbia county. He had seven children 
— Henry, John, Jacob, Joseph, Peter, Elizabeth (who married Henry Graifly) and Catharine 
(who married Christian Mosier). Quite a large settlement of Germans gathered around 
Henry Yonkin, and that part of Cherry township became known as “Germany.” In that 
settlement was erected, about 1825, the first church in Cherry township. Henry Yonkin, 
Joseph Litzenswope, Dennis Thrall and William Graify were among the active men in that 
church-building work. It was called a Lutheran or German Reformed church, but they 
received assistance from Catholics in building it, and it was used for Catholic worship as 
occasion required. The Rev. John Miller, a young German minister, first preached there in 
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the German language. Henry Yonkin’s sons were all highly intelligent, industrious and 
thriving men, and his numerous descendants have been worthy, influential citizens. 

Andrew Shiner had town lots regularly laid out at the point on the turnpike north of 
the present village of Mildred. He sold a number of these lots, and buildings enough were 
erected to give it the character of a village. He had purchased a good deal of land, and 
incurred expenses, as he stated, to the amount of seven thousand dollars. Being unable 
to meet his obligations, he was sold out by the sheriff in 1829. He returned to Columbia 
county, and with his departure his village decayed. Natural causes took the center of 
business to Cherry Hill. Samuel Jackson, who had been employed by Andrew Shiner in 
his business, and had married one of the latter's daughters, now removed to land on the 
turnpike, south of Ezra Payne’s, and occupied the “Yankee house,” heretofore mentioned, 
built by John Stowers. Here he opened a store. 

As soon as the turnpike was completed a coach was put upon it, and a great deal of 
travel went over it, especially in the spring of the year, when hundreds of raftsmen from 
southern New York and northern Pennsylvania were returning from their rafting trips to 
the lumber markets on the lower Susquehanna. The lands were found to be good, and 
settlers flocked in and took up farms in every direction. Among those who came early 
(some in 1823) were Henry Yonkin, William Graifly, Casper King, Joseph Litzleswope. 
Dennis Thrall, William Hartzig, John Mosier, William Darby, Frederick Barge, John Reeser, 
Lewis Zaner and William Colley. 

 

 
Daily National Journal, Mon, Feb 04, 1828 ·Page 3, Noting a Post Office at Shiner's Mills 
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History of the Berwick Toll Bridge  

The following is an excerpt from the Historical and Biographical Annals of 
Columbia and Montour Counties, Pennsylvania Volume I from 1915. 

 

BRIDGES 

BERWICK 

 

The first bridge across the Susquehanna at Berwick was authorized by the 
Legislature in 1807, and an organization was made five years later, with 
Abraham Miller as president; John Brown, treasurer, and Silas Engle, Thomas 
Bowman and Elisha Barton as managers. This bridge was completed in 1814 
by Theodore Burr at a cost of $52,000. Its length was 1,260 feet and it rested 
on timber piers, boxed in with heavy planks. In the winter of 1835-36 it was 
carried away by the ice. The following year Jesse Bowman, Josiah T. Black, 
Samuel F. Headley, A. B. Wilson and Robert McCurdy secured an appropriation 
of $10,000 from the Legislature and erected the second bridge. This was a 
covered wooden arch bridge, and was operated for some years as a toll bridge 
by the company. It was made a free county bridge by proceedings in court 
instituted by a petition of citizens of Berwick and Nescopeck filed May I, 1899. 
A. J. Derr, J. C. Brown and G. W. Keiter were appointed viewers, and on Sept. 
25, 1899, they reported in favor of a free bridge, and assessed the damages to 
be paid to the bridge company at $25,349, which action was approved by the 
grand jury. After some delay caused by a motion for time to file an appeal by 
the bridge company, the court made an order on Feb. 5, 1900, declaring this 
bridge a free county bridge. This being a bridge between Columbia and 
Luzerne counties similar action had been taken in the Luzerne County court, 
and a similar order made. The Luzerne county viewers were George J. 
Llewellyn, W. H. Sturdevant and C. A. Shea, who with the Columbia county 
viewers had met and considered the matter, and had made their joint report 
in favor of the bridge and assessing the damages on July 21, 1899. This bridge 
was destroyed by the flood of March, 1904. Proceedings were at once started 
to have it replaced by the State in April, 1904. The report being favorable, the 
contract was let on June 13, 1905, to the York Bridge Company for $209,500, 
and an iron and steel bridge was erected and completed in 1906. It is one of 
the finest structures that crosses the river anywhere. A free ferrv was 
maintained by the two counties during its construction. 

 
  



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 154 -   

 
  



Berwick Toll Bridge 

 

  - 155 - 

 

 

 



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 156 -   

 

 

 
  



Berwick Toll Bridge 

 

  - 157 - 

  
 

 
 

Death and Burial 

 

 

 
  



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 158 -   

Pine Grove Cemetery 

 

Andrew Shiner passed away on July 7th 1844.  He is buried in Berwick, 

Pennsylvania in the Pine Grove Cemetery on Market street.  Andrew is buried in 
the Quaker portion of the cemetery, which was unmarked graves so the exact 

location of his burial is unknown.  

 

In the center of the cemetery is a 
memorial to veterans known as the 

Soldier’s Circle.  A series of 
headstones is what makes the 

perimeter of this circle.  One of these 

headstones is for Andrew Shiner. 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Shiner's Headstone 
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Soldier's Circle (2024) - Andrew Shiner's Headstone in lower right with flowers 
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Andrew Shiner's Headstone (2024) 

 

 
US Veteran Burial Card for Andrew Shiner 
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Appendix A: Quaker Pages 

The following pages provide the complete page scans of pages of Quaker meeting 

minutes for those segments of pages that appear earlier in this book. 
 

Source Citation 
Haverford College; Haverford, Pennsylvania 

 
Source Information 

Ancestry.com. U.S., Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935 [database on-line]. 
Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2014. 

Original data: 
• Swarthmore, Quaker Meeting Records. Friends Historical Library, 

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 

• North Carolina Yearly Meeting Minutes. Hege Friends Historical Library, 
Guilford College, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

• Indiana Yearly Meeting Minutes. Earlham College Friends Collection & 
College Archives, Richmond, Indiana. 

• Haverford, Quaker Meeting Records. Haverford College, Haverford, 
Pennsylvania. 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 258 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 259 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 260 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 261 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 262 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 263 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 264 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 265 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 268 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 269 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 270 
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Exeter Monthly Minutes – Page 271 
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Catawissa Quaker Burial Records - Andrew Shiner on Row 9 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - Index 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 252 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 253 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 255 



Appendix A: Quaker Pages 

  - 185 - 

 

 
Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 312 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 313 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 363 
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Muncy Meeting Notes (1799-1819) - page 365 
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Shiner, Barbara (1788–1854) ................................................................................................................ 17, 25 
Shiner, Justice (1837–1875) ....................................................................................................................... 33 
Shiner, Lucius "Lewis" (1816–1875) ............................................................................................................. 27 
Shiner, Mary Ann (1830–1861) .................................................................................................................... 32 
Shiner, Nancy Jane (1844–1898) ................................................................................................................. 34 
Shiner, Susannah "Susan" (1805–1868) ....................................................................................................... 20 

Petroleum Center, Venango, Pennsylvania, USA 
Shiner, Justice (1837–1875) ....................................................................................................................... 33 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA 
(39.9522° N, 75.1642° W) 

Shiner, Andrew (1757–1844) ...................................................................................................................... 10 

Pleasantville, Venango, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.5923° N, 79.5795° W) 

Shiner, James (1831–1898) ........................................................................................................................ 33 

Red Rock, Luzerne, Pennsylvania, USA 
Shiner, Chester W (1815–1887) .................................................................................................................. 20 

Richland, Allensville, Vinton, Ohio, USA 
Shiner, James (1831–1898) ........................................................................................................................ 33 

Sandy Creek, Venango, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.35° N, 79.8331° W) 

Shiner, Andrew J III (1846–1943) ................................................................................................................ 34 
Shiner, David (1849–) ................................................................................................................................ 34 



Shiner Lineage Anthology - Andrew Shiner 

 

- 200 -   

Shiner, James (1831–1898) ....................................................................................................................... 33 
Shiner, John Bonner (1840–1910) ............................................................................................................... 33 
Shiner, Justice (1837–1875) ....................................................................................................................... 33 
Shiner, Mary Ann (1830–1861) ................................................................................................................... 32 
Shiner, Nancy Jane (1844–1898) ................................................................................................................ 34 

Sandycreek Township, Venango, Pennsylvania, USA 
Shiner, James (1831–1898) ....................................................................................................................... 32 
Shiner, Sarah Jane (1835–1863) ................................................................................................................. 33 

Sugarloaf, Columbia, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.001° N, 76.0737° W) 

Shiner, James (1783–1852) .................................................................................................................. 17, 20 

Sugarloaf, Luzerne, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.001° N, 76.0737° W) 

Shiner, Chester W (1815–1887) ............................................................................................................. 20, 21 
Shiner, James (1783–1852) .................................................................................................................. 17, 20 
Shiner, Justus Luther (1819–1859) ............................................................................................................. 21 

Sullivan County, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.4469° N, 76.5055° W) 

Ellis, Amos Jr (1792–1861)......................................................................................................................... 28 
Jackson, Samual (1789–1840) .................................................................................................................... 30 
Jackson, Samuel J Jr (1839–1867) .............................................................................................................. 31 
Shiner, Elizabeth (1793–1841).................................................................................................................... 28 
Shiner, Hannah (1799–1871) ..................................................................................................................... 30 

Tulsa County, Oklahoma, USA 
(36.12° N, 95.9413° W) 

Shiner, Andrew J III (1846–1943) ............................................................................................................... 34 

Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA 
(36.154° N, 95.9928° W) 

Shiner, Andrew J III (1846–1943) ............................................................................................................... 34 

Ulster, Bradford, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.8458° N, 76.5022° W) 

Shiner, Caroline (1825–1896) ..................................................................................................................... 27 

Venango County, Pennsylvania, USA 
(41.4021° N, 79.763° W) 

Shiner, Mary Ann (1830–1861) ................................................................................................................... 32 
Shiner, Sarah Jane (1835–1863) ................................................................................................................. 33 

Westmoreland, Pennsylvania 
Blakely, Nancy (1810–1880) ....................................................................................................................... 32 

Worcester County, Massachusetts, USA 
(42.3502° N, 71.9117° W) 

Ellis, Amos Jr (1792–1861)......................................................................................................................... 28 



Index of Individuals 

  - 201 - 

Index of Individuals 

- 
(unknown given name) ...................................... 28 
Jane (1751–1829) ............................................. 26 

Blakely 
Nancy (1810–1880) ..........................................32 

Chesney 
Jennie (1790–1851) ..........................................24 

Ellis 
Amos (1769–1839) .......28, 124, 128, 137, 142, 151 
Amos III (1826–1826) ....................................... 28 
Amos Jr (1792–1861) ........................................28 
Elizabeth .......................................................... 28 

Gieger 
Anna Maria (1717–1801) ................................... 20 

Jackson 
Andrew (1819–) ................................................ 30 
Angeline R (1828–) ........................................... 30 
Eliza A (1821–) ................................................. 30 
Gains Scott (1816–) .......................................... 30 
George W (1831–) ............................................ 30 
Hugh D (1834–) .......................................... 30, 31 
John P (1832–) ........................................... 30, 31 
Mary M (1823–1832) ......................................... 30 
Samual (1789–1840) .........................................30 
Samuel J Jr (1839–1867) ............................. 30, 31 
Susan Loretta (1826–) ....................................... 30 

Lewis 
Tenny Ann (1787–1844) ....................................27 

Owen 
Mordecai (1777–1853).......................................26 
Susanna (ca.1820–) .......................................... 26 

Schoener 
Johann Melchior (1711–1778)............................. 20 
Johannes Peter (1737–1790) ................... 20, 29, 34 

Shiner 
Andrew "Andy" Jr (1804–1882) ... 20, 21, 29, 32, 34, 

151 
Andrew (1757–1844) 16, 20, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 

32, 34, 84, 101, 123, 130, 151, 153 
Andrew (ca.1800–) ............................................ 24 
Andrew J III (1846–1943) ............................ 32, 33 

Barbara (1788–1854) ................. 20, 21, 26, 29, 34 
Caroline (1825–1896) ........................................ 27 
Chester W (1815–1887) ..................................... 24 
David (1849–) ............................................ 32, 33 
Elizabeth (1793–1841) ................ 20, 21, 28, 29, 34 
Ellen (1817–) .................................................... 24 
Evan (ca.1791–1844) .......... 20, 21, 27, 29, 34, 151 
George (1853–1853) ................................... 32, 33 
Hannah (1799–1871) .................. 20, 21, 29, 30, 34 
Henrietta (1813–1905) ...................................... 24 
James (1783–1852) .................... 20, 21, 24, 29, 34 
James (1831–1898) ........................................... 32 
James Jr. .................................................... 24, 25 
John Bonner (1840–1910) ............................ 32, 33 
Justice (1837–1875) .................................... 32, 33 
Justus Luther (1819–1859) ........................... 24, 25 
Lucius "Lewis" (1816–1875) ............................... 27 
Margaret (ca.1801–) .......................................... 24 
Mary Ann (1830–1861) ...................................... 32 
Nancy Jane (1844–1898) ............................. 32, 33 
Richard (1797–1802) ........................ 20, 21, 29, 34 
Sarah Jane (1835–1863) .............................. 32, 33 
Susannah "Susan" (1805–1868) .......................... 24 
Thomas ...................................................... 24, 25 
Thomas (1842–) ......................................... 32, 33 
William (>1805–) ............................. 20, 21, 29, 34 

Smith 
Margaret N (1765–1846) . 20, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 

32, 34 
Richard E (1745–1797) ...........................20, 29, 34 
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